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INTRODUCTION 
 

This handbook aims to provide information to students and parents about available subjects, course selection 

and policies and processes for a successful transition into the Senior School. At the time of publishing, the 

information contained herein was up to date and correct. 

 

Cooperation between home and the College is most important in the fostering of a sound education and 

positive outcomes for students. Should parents have any queries or concerns regarding matters of policy and 

curriculum, or queries regarding student welfare or progress, they are encouraged to contact the Senior 

School. 

 

Staff members are readily available to discuss any aspect of your child’s progress. Your attendance at 

parent/teacher/student interviews and information evenings is encouraged. 

 

This handbook contains subject descriptions for Year 10 and VCE Units 1 - 4 offered by the College. The 

following guidelines should be considered when selecting a course of study. 

 

You should select studies: 

 you enjoy and in which you have had success  

 in which you have had sound preparation  

 in which you have the potential to do well  i.e. good test/exam results and assessment task results 

 that allow you to keep your options open 

 that you are informed about 

 that are compulsory or prerequisites or recommended for further study at University or TAFE or 

employment.  

Do not select subjects just because: 

 your friends are doing them 

 you believe they get “scaled up” at Year 12 

 

Expectations of Students 

 that all students in the Senior School relate to each other in a courteous, friendly and co-operative 

manner. 

 that all students be dressed in clean and tidy full College uniform for all lessons throughout the day, 

with special attention to regulations governing jewellery, the wearing of jackets, hairstyles and 

footwear. These rules appear in the College diary. 

 that all students meet attendance requirements. 

 that all students attend, and are on time, for each lesson and relevant activities throughout the day. 

 that all students come fully equipped to each lesson. 

 that students approach lessons with a positive mental attitude. 

 that all students take an active part in the College mentoring program. 

 that during lessons, and in the schoolyard, students are responsible and accountable for the 

management of their own behaviour. 

 that students manage a homework and study program to ensure that all extra class commitments are 

met. 

 that all students be at all times responsible for the cleanliness of the school environment. 

 that all students are expected to willingly participate in all Senior School activities; that is, assemblies, 

social service, excursions, inter-house events and whole school sporting activities, Open Night, 

Presentation Evening and other activities as they arise. 

 that all students attend cooperatively and responsibly to the school rules and Code of Conduct as they 

are documented in the College diary. 

 that harassing behaviour, as defined in the Anti-Harassment Policy, is not acceptable. 
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All Senior School students require: 

 a commitment to work in all subjects at a level that aims for the best of which the student is capable. 

 a well organised and routinely followed homework and home study program of between 10 to 

20 hours per week, depending on the year level and specific subjects chosen. 

 an acceptance of responsibility to manage and organise class work and home study and 

independently meet deadlines for submission of work. 

 an acceptance of the rights and learning opportunities of fellow students. 

 the adoption of a positive working relationship with all College staff. 

 

 

Promotions Policy 
Students will transition to the next year level provided that they have demonstrated the following: 

 satisfactory levels of academic achievement 

 a willingness to learn and respect the right of other students to learn. 

 a satisfactory attendance record. 

 adherence to the College Code of Conduct. 

 

Promotion from one year level to the next is not automatic. 

The College requires a commitment to study, an intention to produce work of an acceptable standard, and the 

ability to organise out-of-class work and meet deadlines as set. Parents will be advised if it is believed that a 

student is not ready to progress to the next year level, or if there are problems which could hinder progress 

and success.  

Parents with concerns about student progress should contact the appropriate Head of Year Level or 

Coordinator at Senior School. 

 

 

Enrichment Program (EP) Year 10 
The Year 9 EP students are expected to undertake a VCE subject. In most cases the Year 9 EP students will 

remain together in a Year 10 EP English class. Year 9 EP students are required to undertake Applied Science. 

Students presently studying French in Year 9 will be encouraged to continue with this study. 

 

 

Supporting students with special needs to access courses in VCE and VCAL. 
All students at Norwood have the ability to access the curriculum in the Victorian Certificate of Education 

(VCE) and Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL) programs. Students undergo course counselling in 

reference to the results of their previous year subjects, their interests and aspirations, possible career paths 

and pre-requisites for further study.  

Students will receive further support according to individual needs. Support will be based on recommendations 

from a range of areas, including but not restricted to, professional reports, discussions with the Student 

Wellbeing and Career Coordinators, Year level Coordinators, mentor teachers and support group meetings. 
 

 

YEAR 9 INTO 10 TRANSITION PROCESS 

 

Careers Information, MIPS and Work Experience 

Students begin investigating their career options in Year 9 by completing the Morrisby online Career Testing 

diagnostic tool. An individual profile is produced suggesting possible careers to investigate. Each student who 

has completed the test has a follow up interview with a Career counsellor to assist in their research. Students 

also commence planning for their Year 10 work experience placement held on the last week of Term 2, which 

is from June 22 – June 26, 2020. 
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Parents are encouraged to assist their child to obtain a work experience placement, as it can be quite daunting 

for them to do this completely by themselves. Parents can help in a variety of ways. This could include 

contacting useful people/businesses they may know of, rehearsing what could be said when contacting a 

possible employer or driving their student to a possible workplace. The work experience form for the 

placement is available at norwoodcareers.com. To avoid the disappointment of missing out on a desired 

placement, students can already start seeking a suitable work placement now. 

 

In Year 10, students will continue their pathway research by further using the Morrisby Diagnostic tool as well 

as other research tools available on the College Careers website (norwoodcareers.com)  Each student is 

individually interviewed to develop a Managed Individual Pathways (MIPS) plan suggesting tasks in order to 

achieve career goals. Examples of suggestions could include accessing a given website to obtain detailed 

information on a particular course of interest, VCE/VCAL/VET subjects to consider studying in Year 11 or 

attending an advertised event. 

 

Career related events are advertised via the College's fortnightly Compass newsletter as well as a regularly 

published Career newsletter. The Careers room is well resourced with up-to-date information and is available 

for student use. The Careers Adviser is often available during lesson breaks to answer student enquiries. The 

website is continually updated with extra information including downloads of various activities and booklets. 

 

 

Year 10 Subject Research  

At norwoodcareers.com selecting the link Important Info then Course selection including VTAC accesses 

subject research material such as 

 VICTER 2022 covering prerequisite subjects to study for Tertiary courses and CHOICE covering how 

to choose subjects, myths about scaling and ATAR calculations. 

 “Where to now 2020?” publication outlining the VCE, VCAL, VET and Apprenticeships and 

traineeships. This also available on https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/studentguides/where-to-now/ 

 Year 10 guides to University study  

 VCAL and other pathways to further study 

 

Ideally students should select subjects they enjoy and are interested in, as they are more likely to achieve their 

best academic results, They do however need to keep in mind prerequisite subjects to keep options open to 

apply for Tertiary courses of interest. Students considering further study after Year 12 should become familiar 

with the VTAC website at www.vtac.edu.au The Coursesearch feature provides details of Tertiary courses 

matching interest areas including VCE subjects known as prerequisite that must studied. An English subject is 

always a prerequisite but in a number of cases, courses may specify other prerequisite subjects such as one 

or more of the following: Mathematics, a Science including Psychology, Health, Physical Education or a 

folio/audition related subject.  

 

Open Days to consider attending 

Universities and TAFES operate Open Days to enable students/parents to visit facilities and find out specific 

details about courses on offer. It is vital to attend 1 - 2 different venues per year so as to make an informed 

opinion by the time students apply in Year 12 for further study. A full list of Open Days is available at 

www.vtac.edu.au/OpenDays Events often attended include 

 

July 28 Swinburne University & TAFE (www.swin.edu.au) 

August 4 La Trobe University (www.latrobe.edu.au)  Monash Uni (www.monash.edu.au) RMIT 

August 11 ACU University  www.acu.edu.au RMIT www.rmit.edu.au William Angliss  www.angliss.edu.au 

August 18 Melbourne University (www.unimelb.edu.au)  Vic Uni (www.vu.edu.au) 

August 25 Box Hill TAFE (www.boxhill.edu.au)  Deakin Uni (www.deakin.edu.au) 

 

http://www.norwoodcareers.com.au/
http://www.vtac.edu.au/
http://www.vtac.edu.au/OpenDays
http://www.swin.edu.au/
http://www.latrobe.edu.au/
http://www.monash.edu.au/
http://www.acu.edu.au/
http://www.rmit.edu.au/
http://www.angliss.edu.au/
http://www.unimelb.edu.au/
http://www.vu.edu.au/
http://www.boxhill.edu.au/
http://www.deakin.edu.au/
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Year 10 Course Selection  
 

There is an exception that students choose a course that has a broad range of subjects and not restricted to 

one or two subject areas. Students should choose from across the KLA areas to ensure a broad education at 

Year 10. It is recommended that most students complete a full year of Science. English, Mathematics and 

History (one semester) are compulsory subjects.  

 

For more information regarding Year 10 subjects see the Year 10 Subjects section starting on page 16. 

 

Year 10 Subject Charges 

YEAR 10 Subject Charges 

THE ARTS 

Drama: Principles of Performance Nil 

Media $50 

Studio Arts/Design $55 

Music: Create a CD $40 

Music Performance  $20 

Visual Communication $40 

ENGLISH 

Core English Nil 

Literature  $20 

English Language $20 

HEALTH & PE 

Sport & Physical Performance $10 

Health Matters $40 

LOTE 

French $20 

MATHEMATICS 

Mathematics Specialist Mathematical Methods Core $25 

Mathematical Methods Core  $25 

Mathematics General Core $25 

Mathematics Foundation $25 

SCIENCE 

Applied Science $30  

General Science $40 

HUMANITIES 

Business: Courts, Parliaments & Markets $20 

Business: Finance & Enterprise $20 

Geography $20 

History: Australia & the World $20 

TECHNOLOGY 

Digital Web Design $10 

Engineering, Programming and Electronics $10 

Food Technology $100 

Style It / Sew It $30 

Metal, Silver & Glass  $60 

Woodwork $70 

 

*Please note that 2020 charges are still to be ratified by College Council. 
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Payment Process for Year 10 2020 

 

Current Year 9 students are requested to choose their preferred subjects for 2020 by Wednesday 14 August. 

Subject charges must be paid to confirm the student’s place in the class by Friday 1 November 2019. 

 

 Payment must be made in full by 01/11/2019 

      OR 

 A Compass payment plan must be in place by 01/11/2019 

Upon confirmation of subjects/electives families will be notified via Compass that payment options are 

open. 

If payment has not been received by the College or a Compass payment plan is not in place by the due 

date the student will be re-allocated to another subject, in consultation with both the student and 

parent/guardian. 

VCE in Year 10 
 

The College encourages students in Year 10 to study a VCE Unit 1 and 2 as part of their course. This program 

aims to provide opportunities for these students to: 

 undertake extension work and achieve breadth within their VCE course of study 

 experience the demands of a VCE unit with the view to developing sound and appropriate study and 

work habits conducive to a high achieving student 

 

Year 10 students interested in undertaking a VCE unit will apply through the selection process as outlined 

below. However, it is emphasised that students will be accepted into a VCE unit on the basis of their ability to 

meet set criteria and the availability of places within the class. (Year 11 students have priority of placement in 

VCE Units 1 & 2.) 

The decision to study a VCE unit needs to be considered carefully and only after appropriate processes are 

followed and appropriate consultation, involving all relevant parties has occurred. Factors to be considered 

may include: attitude, behaviour, academic results, time management skills, maturity, readiness, past 

experiences, interests, career and future course needs and work habits. 

 

Note: Students undertaking a VCE 1-2 in a subject will be unable to complete the equivalent Year 10 subject 

in order to ensure access a broad range of studies. 

 

Possible Advantages 

 Extend and challenge student learning. 

 Enable individual needs and interests to be met. 

 Maintain and encourage motivation for learning. 

 Experience the demands of a VCE unit and the VCE process. 

 Better enable the option of studying an additional Unit 3 / 4 in Year 11 (provides students with a 10% 

bonus to ATAR scores for fifth and/or sixth studies). 

 Develop a greater sense of ownership and control of own learning. 

 Achieve breadth of study by completing an additional VCE unit. 

 

Possible Disadvantages 

 Increased workload. 

 Absence from a VCE class due to Year 10 commitments such as school sport, excursions etc. 

 Limiting access to a wider range of subject areas at Year 10. 

 Selecting a VCE class for the wrong reasons (status, kudos, choices of friends etc.). 
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Selection Criteria 

 Recognisable aptitude and satisfactory academic achievement in Year 9 studies.  

 Commitment to study, sound work habits and attendance. 

 Demonstrated initiative and ability to work independently. 

 Satisfactory record of behaviour and participation in school life. 

 Evidence of student’s ability to manage the workload (student has a history of meeting deadlines and 

acceptable organisational ability). 

 

Selection Process 

o Student applications to study a VCE unit will be provided early in Term 3. 

o The Head of Year 9 will notify applicants early in Term 3. 

 

 

VCE Units 1-2 Offered in Year 10 
 

The following VCE Units 1 and 2 are offered to Year 10 students in 2020. 

 

Accounting 1-2 Legal Studies 1-2 

Biology 1-2 Media 1-2 

Business Management 1-2 History – Twentieth Century 1-2 

Computing 1-2 Music – Style and Composition 1-2 

Drama 1-2 Music: Performance 1-2 

Economics 1-2 Physical Education 1-2 

Food Studies 1-2 Psychology 1-2 

French 1-2 Studio Arts 1-2 

Geography 1-2 Product Design and Technology (Wood or Fibres) 1-2 

Health and Human Development 1-2 Visual Communication Design 1-2 

  

VET – all half day programs. Refer to page 13 of this handbook. 

NOTE: 

 Students in Year 10 may select to study one VCE subject. 

 VCE Unit 1-2 Literature, Chemistry or Physics is not offered to Year 10 students. 
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Sample Year 10 Courses 
 

Compulsory subjects 

 

Year 10 Course Example 1 

Semester One 

English Mathematics: 

Specialist 

Applied 

Science 

LOTE 

French 

VCE Unit 1 

PE 

Humanities 

Australia & the 

World 

Semester Two 

English Mathematics: 

Specialist 

Applied 

Science 

 

LOTE 

French 

VCE Unit 2 

PE 

Technology 

Woodwork 

 

Year 10 Course Example 2 

Semester One 

English Mathematics: 

Methods 

 

Applied 

Science 

Humanities 

Australia & the 

World 

Technology 

Foods 

VCE Unit 1 

Studio Arts 

 

Semester Two 

English Mathematics: 

Methods 

 

Applied 

Science 

Humanities 

Business 

Courts, Parlt. 

and Markets 

Health & PE 

Sport & Physical 

Performance 

VCE Unit 2 

Studio Arts 

 

Year 10 Course Example 3 

Semester One 

English Mathematics: 

Methods 

Applied 

Science 

Humanities 

Australia & the 

World 

Health & PE 

Health Matters 

Technology 

Food 

Technology 

 

Semester Two 

English Mathematics 

Methods 

Applied 

Science 

Humanities 

Legal Studies 

The Arts 

Visual 

Communication 

The Arts 

Studio Arts 

 

Year 10 Course Example 4 

Semester One 

English Mathematics: 

General 

General 

Science 

Humanities 

Geography 

Health & PE 

Health Matters 

VET Animal 

Studies 

 

Semester Two 

English Mathematics 

General 

Humanities 

Australia & the 

World 

Technology 

Woodwork 

The Arts 

Visual 

Communication 

VET Animal 

Studies 

 

 

 

Timeline for Year 9 into 10 Subject Selection 
 

Year 9 students and parents should attend the Senior School Information Evening (Year 9 into 10) in the 

College Hall on Monday 5 August at 6 pm. 

Students will be instructed how to select subjects online. This will happen after course confirmation on 

Wednesday 14 August. 

 Late selections cannot be guaranteed priority in allocation to subjects. 

 The College does not guarantee that students will be able to study all initial subjects selected.  

Normal restrictions will apply such as class sizes, availability (Year 11s get preference in VCE units), 

clashes etc. 
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YEAR 10 into VCE TRANSITION PROCESS 
 

Current Year 10 students will attend course checking interviews on Thursday 15 August. All students must 

attend their interview punctually and be prepared by bringing their completed subject selection and current 

career/course/ employment intentions. 

Note: If a student has been accepted into the VCAL program the student is not required to attend the Year 10 

into 11 course counselling and confirmation. 

 

VCE structure at Norwood Secondary College 
To satisfactorily complete the VCE a student must: 

 

 satisfactorily complete at least 16 Units over the 2 or 3 years of the certificate, including 3 Units from 

the English group (must pass Units 3 & 4) and 8 units from Units 3 & 4 

 complete English 3 & 4 or Literature 3 & 4 or English Language 3 & 4 

 satisfactorily complete 3 other unit 3 & 4 sequences (approved VET studies i.e. Cert III in Sport & 

Recreation are counted and used in ATAR score calculations)  

 

To satisfactorily complete a Unit, a student must complete all Outcomes for that Unit. Achievement of the 

Outcomes is based on the teacher’s assessment of the student’s performance on the assessment tasks for 

that unit. Therefore, students will need to demonstrate an understanding of and display the key skills and key 

knowledge required for that unit. A typical Norwood Secondary College student will complete 12 Units in Year 

11 (6 per semester; 4 sessions per week) and 10 Units in Year 12 (5 per semester; 4 sessions per 

week). This makes a total of 22 VCE Units. 

 

Some students will have already completed two Units at 1 & 2 level. It is expected that students will go on to 

complete Units 3 & 4 of the study whilst in Year 11.  The aim of this is to enhance a student’s final 

performance by allowing them to score a higher ATAR from six subjects and to increase their level of 

experience. It is not to allow for a reduced number of subjects in Year 12. Students and parents must be 

clear of this requirement when selecting to complete Units 1 & 2 in Year 10.  

 

10 Units in Year 12 (5 per semester; 4 sessions per week). This makes a total of 22 VCE Units 

 

Process for Year 10 into 11 VCE Subject Selection  

 

 Year 10 students will need to:  

 Select a preliminary two-year program. 

 Start thinking about subject choices now, look over your MIPs plan, research material (handed out by 

the Career’s Advisor) and the Norwood Careers website. 

 Ask questions; seek advice from your family, Careers teacher, subject teachers, friends who have 

experience in specialist areas etc. and attend advertised information events such as Open Days. 

 

And be aware that: 

 Preliminary choices and research will be completed by the student and family in their own time.  

 Attendance at the Senior School Information evening is an important part of this process. 

 Individual counselling from the Senior School Counselling team will occur during Term 3 and will be 

discussed at the individual course Year 10 into 11 confirmation interviews on Thursday 15 

August. 

 Subject selection sheets MUST be signed by a parent/guardian. 

 Students should submit their courses online at the course checking day on Thursday 16 August 

 Any changes after Thursday 16 August may not be possible – written notification will be required and 

negotiations will occur with the Head of Year Level or Coordinator.  
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 Late selections cannot be guaranteed priority in allocation to subjects. 

 The College does not guarantee that students will be able to study all subjects selected. Normal 

restrictions will apply such as class sizes, availability, clashes etc. 

 

2020 VCE 1 & 2 Units  
 

Accounting 1-2 Foundation Mathematics 1-2 

Biology 1-2 General Mathematics 1-2 

Business Management 1-2 Mathematical Methods 1-2 

Chemistry 1-2 Specialist Mathematics 1-2 

Computing 1-2 Media 1-2 

Economics 1-2 Music: Performance 1-2 

English and English as an Additional Language 
(EAL) 1-2 

Music: Style and Composition 1-2 

English Language 1-2 Physical Education 1-2 

Food Studies 1-2 Physics 1-2 

French 1-2 Product Design and Technology (Wood or Fibres) ** 1-2 

Geography 1-2 Psychology 1-2 

Health & Human Development 1-2 Studio Arts 1-2 

History – Twentieth Century 1-2 Visual Communication Design 1-2 

Legal Studies 1-2  

Literature 1-2  

VET- see Handbook for a full list of VET options 

 

Please note: 

*The College offers a wide range of subjects but only subjects with sufficient final numbers will run. 

**These count as the same subject. Students cannot choose both. 

 

 

 

Timeline for Year 11 into 12 VCE Subject Selection  
 

Year 11 students will need to:  

o Have a new Unit 3 and 4 approved by the Head of Year 10 by Thursday 8 August 

o Have a Year 12 program approved and signed by Friday 9 August 
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VCE 1-4 Units and Charges 
 

VCE 1-4 Units & Charges 

THE ARTS 

Studio Arts 1-2 $110 

Studio Arts 3-4 $135 

Drama 1-4 $30 

Visual Communication Design 1-2 $100 

Visual Communication Design 3-4 $125 

Media 1-2 $90 

Media 3-4 $115 

Music: Style and Composition 1-4  $60 

Music: Performance 1-4 $60 

Music: Investigation 3-4 $60 

ENGLISH 

English 1-2 NIL 

English 3-4 $25 

English as an Additional Language (EAL) 1-4 NIL 

English as an Additional Language (EAL) 3-4 NIL 

Literature 1-4 $20 

English Language 1-4 $20 

HEALTH & PE 

Health & Human Development 1-2 $55 

Health & Human Development 3-4 $70 

Physical Education 1-2 $55 

Physical Education 3-4 $70 

LOTE 

French 1-2 $20 

French 3-4 $30 

MATHEMATICS 

Foundation Mathematics 1-2 $25 

General Mathematics 1-2 $50 

Further Mathematics 3-4 $60 

Mathematical Methods 1-2 $50 

Mathematical Methods 3-4 $60 

Specialist Mathematics 1-2 $25 

Specialist Mathematics 3-4 $60 

SCIENCE 

Biology 1-2 $80 

Biology 3-4 $85 

Chemistry 1-2 $80 

Chemistry 3-4 $85 

Physics 1-4 $70 

Psychology 1-4 $85 

HUMANITIES 

Accounting 1-4 $65 

Business Management 1-4 $65 

Economics 1-4 $40 

Legal Studies 1-4 $65 

Geography 1- 4 $40 

History Twentieth Century 1-2 $40 

History Revolutions 3-4 $65 

TECHNOLOGY 

Computing 1-2 $40 

Computing: Informatics 3-4 $40 

Computing: Software Development 3-4 $40 

Food Studies 1-2 $180 

Food Studies 3-4 $205 

Product Design and Technology (Wood) Units 1-2 $160 

Product Design and Technology (Wood) Units 3-4 $200 

Product Design and Technology (Fibres ) Units 1-4 $50 

*Please note that 2020 charges are still to be ratified by College Council. 
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PAYMENT PROCESS FOR YEAR 11 and 12 2020 

 

Unit 1-4 subject charges must be paid to confirm the student’s place in the class by Friday 1 November 2019. 

 

 Payment must be made in full by 01/11/2019 

      OR 

 A Compass payment plan must be in place by 01/11/2019 

Upon confirmation of subjects/electives families will be notified via Compass that payment options are 

open. 

If payment has not been received by the College or a Compass payment plan is not in place by the due date 

the student will be re-allocated to another subject, in consultation with both the student and parent/guardian. 

 

2020 VCE English Pathways  
 
Students now have a broader choice in fulfilling the requirements of VCE English. The VCAA requires all 

students to achieve a satisfactory result in at least Unit 1 or Unit 2 English, English Language or Literature, 

followed by a satisfactory Unit 3 & 4 English, English Language or Literature sequence. Students considering 

combinations other than English Units 1-4 should consult their English teacher and/or the English Coordinator 

prior to completing their subject selection form. Students may study more than one English subject; however, 

the study of all three English subjects is not advisable.  

 

Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 
 
 
 
 
 

English 
 

 
VCE English  
Units 1 & 2 

 

 
VCE English  
Units 3 & 4 

 

 
VCE English Language  

Units 1 & 2 
 

 
VCE English Language  

Units 3 & 4 
 

 

VCE Literature  

Units 1 & 2 

 

 

VCE Literature  

Units 3 & 4 

 

 
English Language 

 
VCE English Language 

Units 1 & 2 
 

 
VCE English Language 

 Unit 3 & 4  

 
Literature 

 
VCE Literature 

Units 1 & 2 
 
 

 
VCE Literature 

Units 1 & 2 

 

Note: In Year 12 students are able to select Unit 3 & 4 English if they choose not to continue with VCE English 
Language 3 &4 or Literature 3 & 4. 
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VCE Mathematics pathways from Year 10 to Year 12 

 

Note: The most common pathways for the FOUR Maths subjects are shaded in grey. 

Variations of these common pathways are possible and most are shown below each main pathway. 

 

 

Year 10 VCE Units 1 & 2 VCE Units 3 & 4 

Foundation Mathematics Foundation Mathematics 

General Mathematics 

Note: There is no pathway to 

Methods from General 

General Mathematics Further Mathematics 

Mathematical Methods or 

Specialist Mathematics 
Mathematical Methods Mathematical Methods 

Mathematical Methods or 

Specialist Mathematics 
Mathematical Methods 

Mathematical Methods and 

Further Mathematics 

Mathematical Methods or 

Specialist Mathematics 

General Mathematics and/or 

Mathematical Methods 

Mathematical Methods and/or 

Further Mathematics 

Mathematical Methods or 

Specialist Mathematics** 

Mathematical Methods and 

Specialist Mathematics 

Mathematical Methods and 

Specialist Mathematics 

Mathematical Methods or 

Specialist Mathematics** 

Mathematical Methods and 

Specialist Mathematics 

Further Mathematics, 

Mathematical Methods and 

Specialist Mathematics 

 

 

** For this combination of units, students wishing to progress to Specialist Mathematics Units 1 and 2 from 

Year 10 Mathematical Methods must have achieved excellent results in Year 10 Mathematical Methods. 
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Vocational Education and Training (VET) in schools 

What is VET? 

VET subjects are part of the VCE but are based on more practical/"hands on" studies. Theory is put into 

practice, providing students with the opportunity to develop work skills and knowledge that relate to real jobs in 

industry. What is learnt directly, applies to work situations. 

By undertaking a VET subject, students gain 

 VCE credits towards their VCE program 

 credit towards the calculation of their ATAR score (when a recognised 2 year program is studied) 

 a nationally recognised VET qualification 

 confidence, communication and employment skills 

 Industry skills that can enhance their career opportunities 
 

Where and when are VET subjects studied? 

All VET subjects other than Sport & Recreation are studied away from Norwood, usually on Wednesday 

afternoons. Programs that operate for the whole of Wednesday and some Box Hill TAFE courses can only be 

offered to 2020 Year 11 students. The following table displays current offerings with 2019 costs as 2020 

costs are not yet available. 

 

 

Subject 

 

Provider and location 

Approx. cost per 

year 

 

Time 

The following courses are available to students commencing Year 10 or Year 11  in 2020 

Allied Health Assistance Swinburne TAFE (Wantirna) $165  

Animal Studies Box Hill TAFE (Lilydale or Box Hill) $600 1.30-5.00 

Automotive Technology Ringwood SC (Ringwood) $250 1.00-5.30 

Carpentry ** Swinburne TAFE (Croydon) $335 1.00-6.00 

CISCO Networking  Ringwood Training  (Ringwood) $200 1.30-5.30 

Civil Construction Swinburne TAFE (Wantirna) $335 1.00-5.00 

Early Childhood Education Box Hill TAFE (Lilydale or Box Hill) $420 1.30-4.30 

Electrotechnology ** Swinburne TAFE (Wantirna) $145 1.00-6.00 

Engineering Technology Ringwood SC (Ringwood) $350 1.00-5.30 

Equine Studies Box Hill TAFE (Lilydale or Box Hill) $1240 1.30-5.00 

Events Holmesglen TAFE (Waverley) To be announced 1.30-5.00 

Fashion Box Hill TAFE (Box Hill) $325 1.00-6.00 

Floristry Box Hill TAFE (Box Hill) $170 1.30-5.00 

Plumbing ** Swinburne TAFE (Croydon) $300 12.30 – 5.30 

Salon Assistant ITS Academy (Bayswater) $400 1.30-4.30 

Hospitality Aquinas College (Ringwood) $550 1.30-5.00 

Interior Decoration Box Hill TAFE (Box Hill) $330 1.30-5.00 

IT, Digital Media &  Tech. Ringwood SC (Ringwood) $200 1.30-5.30 

Laboratory Skills Swinburne TAFE (Wantirna) $190 1.00-5.00 

Live Production & Services Box Hill TAFE (Box Hill) $220 1:30-6.30 

Music Industry (Sound Prod.) Box Hill TAFE (Box Hill) $220 1.30-5.30 

Retail Cosmetics ITS Academy (Bayswater) $550 1.30-4.30 

Sport & Recreation Norwood SC $800 1.30-5.00 

The following courses are only available to students commencing Year 11 in 2020 

Bricklaying Swinburne TAFE $225 8.00-4.00 

Cabinet Making Holmesglen TAFE (Chadstone) To be announced 9.00-3.30 

Horticulture Swinburne TAFE (Wantirna) $190 8.00-4.00 

Landscaping Swinburne TAFE (Wantirna) $190 8.00-4.00 
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NOTE:  

 Specific details about each VET course will be available from the VET handbook. It is anticipated that 

the handbook will be available on the College website early in Term 3 when TAFE providers update 

their course details. Additional VET programs will be added to the VET handbook as details become 

available. 

 **Swinburne VET programs covering Electrotechnology, Carpentry and Plumbing require students to 

attend a full week of study in the first week of the Term 3 Holidays. 

 

What else should a student be aware of? 

You need to think carefully about how important it is for you to do a VET study. You need to be aware that:  

 It is the student’s responsibility to organise their own transport to and from the VET course location. 

 Attending any VET program apart from the Norwood VET course will involve missing out on class 

lessons in other subjects. Depending on the time it commences, an afternoon VET program will involve 

leaving Norwood at the beginning of either Period 3 or Period 4. This means that students will miss out 

attending Period 4 or both Periods 3 and 4 every Wednesday. It is the responsibility of students to 

regularly discuss with their class teacher catching up on work missed. 

 VET subjects such as Construction Pathways, Cabinet Making, Horticulture and Bricklaying operate for 

the whole of Wednesday. To help minimize the effect of missing so many lessons, Year 11 VCE 

students can study five instead of six subjects. They will, however, still miss a lesson in each of two or 

three subjects every Wednesday.  

 VET students will have two spare lessons during the week, which they can use to catch up on missed 

lessons by studying in the Library.  

 The second Year of a VET course can only be studied if the first year has been completed 

 Salon Assistant (Hairdressing), Retail Cosmetic courses and Construction Pathway courses only take 

one year to complete.  

 Subject costs are subsidised by Department of Education funding and are quoted based on the 

assumption that this funding will continue at the same level. Funding details have not been confirmed 

but once detailed any changes in costs will be relayed to students. 

 The Norwood VET application form is available from the Careers Advisor and needs to be completed 

and returned to the Careers Office, by August 16, 

 For current Year 9 students the same application process as applying for a VCE subject will follow. 

When an application is approved, a Norwood VET application form highlighting fees to be paid will be 

available from Year 8/9 Office or the Careers Office. 

 Additional VET application forms will need to be completed, depending on the VET course being applied 

for. Places in a VET course can only be confirmed when the VET provider contacts Norwood. In the 

past students have missed out on a place in a VET course when they did not complete applications on 

time. 

 Some VET subjects may require you to do work placement. It is preferred that this placement occurs 

during the Term 1, 2 or 3 holidays. 

 All VET fees need to be paid before commencing the course. 

 

Traineeship VET courses in Part time Employment 

Some employers offer students a traineeship which involves “on the job training” that credits students with a 

VET course that may be credited towards their VCE or VCAL studies. It is very important to read the 

traineeship agreement form carefully to check what is expected, particularly the number of working hours 

required each week. Students need to take into account how it will affect study preparation and other out of 

school commitments. Credit towards VCE varies according to a student’s individual program. To check, make 

sure to discuss with Mr Chatton before signing any agreement. 
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Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL) 
 

VCAL is a full time alternative course to VCE and includes studying a VET subject. Some students prefer to 

study subjects that are more practical and “hands on”. A VCAL course may be more suitable as it is geared 

towards applying what has been learnt in class to real life situations. It often focuses on preparing students to 

work after Year 11 or Year 12. General information about VCAL is available at 

www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/studentguides/where-to-now/Pages/VCAL.aspx  

 

The main emphasis of this course will centre on the four VCAL subjects namely: 

 Literacy and Numeracy (relevant to real life situations) 

 Industry Specific skills (A VET subject) 

 Work Related skills (working in a job one day a week) 

 Personal Development skills (developing skills useful for job seeking and the work environment; i.e. 

communication, interview techniques, resume building, career guidance etc.) 

The Year 11 VCAL program involves 

 Attending three days at Norwood on Monday Tuesday and Thursday 

 Studying the VCAL subjects plus one VCE subject. The VCE subject is chosen from those subjects 

that fit into the VCAL timetable. 

 Studying a VET subject at a TAFE on the Wednesday. 

 Undertaking Work Placement with an employer on Fridays. Whilst some assistance will be provided, it 

will be mainly up to students to find work placements.  

Although similar to the Year 11 VCAL program, there are some changes when students study Year 12 VCAL. 

The Year 12 program involves  

 Attending two days at Norwood on Monday and Tuesday to study the four VCAL subjects. 

 No longer studying a VCE subject. 

 Studying a VET subject at a TAFE on the Wednesday. 

 Undertaking Work Placement with an employer on Thursdays and Fridays. It will be mainly up to 

students to find work placements. 

An Alternative to VCE Night will be held on Monday 22 July from 6.00 till 7.15 pm. Any student interested 

in applying for VCAL at Norwood must attend as application forms will be handed out on the night. Application 

forms will be due by Tuesday 30 July. Interviews with students will shortly follow.  

 

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/studentguides/where-to-now/Pages/VCAL.aspx
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Year 10 Subjects 
 

In 2020 the following subjects are COMPULSORY: English (for 2 semesters), 

Mathematics (for 2 semesters), History (for one semester), and one of the two 

Sciences - Applied Science (two semesters) or General Science (for one semester). 

Students need to choose a range of subjects across the key learning areas (the Arts, 

Health and Physical Education, French, Humanities and Technology). 

 
 

ARTS 
 

Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 
 

Drama 
 

 
VCE Drama Units 1 & 2 

 

 
VCE Drama Units 3 & 4 

 

 
Media 

 
VCE Media Units 1 & 2 

 

 
VCE Media Units 3 & 4 

 

 
Studio Arts /Design 

 

VCE Studio Arts Units 1 & 2 

 

 

VCE Studio Arts Units 3 & 4 

 

 
 

Music Create  a CD 
Music Performance 

 

VCE Music Performance 

Units 1 & 2 

VCE Style and Composition 

Unit 1 & 2 

 

 

VCE Music Performance 

Units 3 & 4 

VCE Style and Composition 

Unit 3 & 4 

VCE Music Investigation  

Unit 3 & 4 

 

 
Visual Communication 

 

 
VCE Visual Communication 

Design Units 1 & 2 

 

 

VCE Visual Communication 

Design Units 3 & 4  

 

 
 

 

 

 

Drama: Principles of Performance  
Overview:  

Students will further explore different acting techniques and experiment with a range of processes used for 

character development. Students will create, write and direct play-scripts and use stimuli to create a range of 

performances. Students will further explore how dramatic and stagecraft elements enhance a performance 

and will use various starting points to create their own performances. Students will experiment with different 

theatrical styles with an emphasis on non-naturalism. 

 

Areas of study:   

 Naturalistic Theatre 

 Stanislavski’s Method Acting 

 Non-Naturalistic Theatre 

 Stagecraft 
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Assessment: 

 Ensemble performance. 

 Ensemble performance analysis. 

 Solo performance. 

 Professional performance analysis. 

 

 

Media  
Overview:  

This study is designed to enable students to: 

 begin to investigate and analyse their own and others’ experiences of media. 

 begin to develop an understanding of production processes involved in the construction of media 

forms. 

 begin to examine the relationship between the media, media products and society. 

 

Areas of study:  

 Production of images both still and moving. 

 Production design. 

 Media processes, social values and media influence. 

 

Assessment: 

 Research/design projects 

 Theory and practical photography 

 Collaborative film project 

 End of Semester Examination 

 

Studio Arts / Design 
Overview:  

This unit is designed to enable students to explore the processes used for solving artistic problems and 

designing studio works. The design component involves students producing studio works based on work briefs 

in relation to the topics being covered. 

 

Areas of study:   

 Folio - comprising completed artworks selected from six different media, painting, printmaking, 

drawing, ceramics, photography textiles, mixed media, sculpture, ICT. 

 Visual Diary - a comprehensive record of starting points for artworks and documentation of techniques 

and processes. Inspiration from various sources will be noted. 

 

Assessment: 

 Practical tasks and artwork 

 Research, annotations and visual diary 

 End of Semester Examination 

 

 

Music: Create a CD 
Overview:  

In this unit students will develop skills in practical music and performance in both solo and group contexts. 

Students work towards recording a selection of works they have composed, improvised or arranged using 

music software. Students will have the opportunity to record specific pieces at a professional recording studio 

and therefore develop skills and gain experience in the industry of music producing. Students also develop 

skills in Music Language through theory, aural and listening to prepare them for VCE music studies. 
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Areas of study:  

 Performance: Solo and Group works. 

 Composition, Improvisation and Arrangement. 

 Music Language – Theory, Aural & Listening Analysis 

 Professional Recording Studio Experience 

 

Assessment: 

 Performance 

 Composition  

 Music Language 

  

Prerequisite: 

Year 9 Music Technology highly recommended and/or students are to be currently enrolled in 

instrumental/vocal lessons. 

 

 

Music Performance 
Overview:  

This subject is also designed specifically to prepare students to enter VCE Music studies, although moving 
through to VCE is not compulsory.  
In this unit students will work as a soloist and in small groups to develop their performance skills. 

This is a practical subject where a wide range of styles will be performed, culminating in a soiree 

and other performance opportunities. Styles may include traditional, theatre, jazz, contemporary 

rock and pop. 

 

There will be opportunities for students to explore music technology (microphone, PA, and 

amplifier). Students will compose, and develop aural skills and learn to use music notation correctly 

via theory studies.  

Students must be able to sing or play an instrument to be in this unit.  

 

Areas of study:   

 Performance: Solo and Group works. 

 Composition, Improvisation and Arrangement. 

 Music Language – Theory, Aural & Listening Analysis 

 Music Event (Showcase Event/Music Fundraiser/House Music) 

  

Assessment: 

 Performance: Solo and Group Assessments 

 Music Language:  Tests and classwork 

 Composition: Song Writing  
Prerequisite: 

Year 9 Contemporary Music highly recommended and / or students are to be currently enrolled in instrumental 

/ vocal lessons. 

 

 

Visual Communication 
Overview: 

This unit is designed to allow students to explore and develop skills and understanding of the methods used to 

create Industrial, Environmental and Communication design works. Students will be required to produce a 

number of presentations, including illustrations, technical drawings, diagrams, symbols, logos and promotional 

pieces. Students will be required to maintain a visual diary for notes, ideas and developments. They will make 
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use of industry-standard software, including Adobe Photoshop and Illustrator, in the completion of computer-

aided design. Year 10 Visual Communication is a valuable introduction to the VCE Visual Communication 

study. 

 

Areas of study: 

 Folio of practical work. 

 Visual Diary. 

 Research tasks. 

 Computer-aided design tasks. 

 

Assessment: 

 Environmental design folio related to garden/house design. 

 Communication design folio 

 Industrial design folio 

 End of Semester Examination 

 

 

ENGLISH 
 

ENGLISH (Core English - a whole year study)  
Overview:  

Year 10 English focuses on the ability to speak, listen, read, view and write with confidence, purpose and 

enjoyment. Students will build on work from Year 9 and develop skills, which they can transfer to the 

workplace or to the study of VCE English. 

  

Areas of Study 

Semester 1  

Students will read and respond to texts analytically and creatively. They will present two responses to texts, 

one analytical and one creative. Students also analyse arguments and the use of persuasive language in 

issues texts and create their own texts. They will write a response, which identifies how argument and 

persuasive language are used and create a text, which presents a point of view.  

 

Semester 2  

Students will compare the presentation of ideas, issues and themes in texts. They will complete a response, 

which compares two texts. Students will also analyse arguments presented and the use of persuasive 

language in issues texts and create their own texts intended to position audiences. They will write a response, 

which analyses how argument and persuasive language are used in texts and create a text which presents a 

point of view. 

 

Assessment: 

 Writing folio 

 Text Response 

 Oral Presentations 

 Issues tasks 

 End of Semester Examination 

 

 

English Language (one semester study) 
Overview: 

In this unit, students will be exposed to language from a variety of contexts including contemporary examples 

and historical language, and in a variety of modes (spoken, written, multimodal) in order to develop their 

analytical skills and understanding of the linguistic underpinnings of the English Language.  In addition, 
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students will gain a familiarity with the expected structure and text types of VCE English Language outcomes – 

in particular, the analytical commentary. 

 

Areas of Study: 

English across time 

o Changes in English over time 

o Factors that affect the evolution of language 

o Exposure to historical texts from English 

o Origins of English as a Germanic language from the Indo-European family 

o Development of Australian English as a national dialect 

Englishes in contact 

o Students consider the effect of the global spread of English 

o English as a lingua franca 

o Language development and decline 

o Development of varieties of English 

o Multi-lingual code switching 

o Identity making and cultural world views through language  

 

Assessment: 

 Structured short answer questions  

 Guided Analytical commentary 

 Annotated Visual Display – digital or hardcopy 

 Essay 

 End of Semester Examination 

 

Note: Students complete English Language / Literature as well as Core English 

 

 

Literature (one semester study) 
Overview:  

In this unit students will study a variety of literature types including prose, story books, drama and film. The 

focus will be on engaging students with interesting texts and will have a Gothic element. This unit will foster an 

understanding of literary concepts and terms along with the skills necessary for the study of VCE Literature. 

Students intending to study VCE Literature are advised to select this elective.  

 

Areas of study 

 An understanding of literary concepts and terms. 

 Ways in which a text reflects or comments upon a society.  

 How a text relates to readers’ experiences and views of the world. 

 

Assessment 

 Critical Review 

 Writing Folio 

 Close Analysis 

 Text Response 

 End of Semester Exam 
 

Note: Students complete English Language / Literature as well as Core English 
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HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 

Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 
 

Sport and physical 
Performance 

 

 
VCE Physical Education 

Units 1 & 2 
 

 
VCE Physical Education 

Units 3 & 4 
 

 
Health Matters 

 
VCE Health and Human 

Development Units 1 & 2 
 

 
VCE Health and Human 

Development Units 3 & 4 
 

 

 

Sport and Physical Performance 
Overview: 

This unit aims to prepare students for VCE Physical Education. It comprises both theoretical and practical 

components.  

Students will develop a basic understanding of anatomy of the human body, including the Cardiovascular, 

Respiratory, Muscular and Skeletal systems. They will study the components of these systems and well as 

their functions, particularly as they relate to physical activity. Students investigate the contribution of energy 

systems to performance in physical activity. They explore the characteristics of each system and interplay of 

these systems during physical activity.  

Students will participate in a semester long sporting competition in pre allocated teams where the focus is on 

skill development, teamwork and sportsmanship. Students will compete in a variety of sports, which vary 

weekly.  

 

Areas of Study: 

1. Skeletal System  

2. Muscular System 

3. Cardiovascular System  

4. Respiratory System  

5. Energy Systems  

 

 

 

Assessment: 

 Topic tests/various assessments 

 Practical performance 

 End of Semester Exam 

 

 

Health Matters 
Overview: 

This unit is designed to enable students to: 

 Examine mental health issues relevant to young people and research different types of mental 

illnesses and organisations that provide support for mental health problems.  

 Investigate the nutritional requirements during adolescence and understand the nutrient content in 

food and beverages, with a focus on the impact of sugars.  

 Consider the rights and responsibilities involved in sexual health and maintaining safe and positive 

relationships.  

 Understand the process getting a license in Victoria and the issues surrounding road safety. 
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Students will have the opportunity to participate in a simulated driving awareness program. This program 

involves students using a driving simulator to drive through a number of scenarios including wet weather, 

speeding and using a mobile phone. It is run by Safety Sense as a part of their 'Positive Choices' Road Safety 

Program. 

 

Areas of study: 

 Mental Health  

 Nutrition  

 Sexual Health  

 Safe Driving 

 

Assessment 

 Poster presentation 

 Assignments/projects 

 End of Semester Examination 

 

 

FRENCH 
 

French  
Overview:  

This subject will continue the development of the four skills of language acquisition (reading, speaking, writing 

and listening) with revision of material from Year 9 French. Comprehension exercises, written and recorded 

and many other resources will continue to provide information as a framework for developing competence in 

composition, oral work and equipping students with basic survival skills with a view to experiencing a real life 

situation (such as Noumea) and success in VCE French. 

 

Areas of study: 

 listening and understanding skills 

 conversations on set topics 

 grammar structure and writing skills 

 pronunciation and reading skills 

 written and oral presentations  

 ICT to enhance all of the above 

 

Semester 1:  

Students will revise Year 9 French and learn a range of tenses, including the near future, the simple future, the 

perfect and the imperfect. They will also be exposed to a range of cultural recourses, for example, French TV 

shows, YouTube clips, songs, blogs and literature. 

 

Semester 2:  

Students will consolidate the grammar from Semester 1 and learn the conditional tense to add to their 

grammatical knowledge. They will study a range of topics, including part time jobs and leisure activities. 

Students will again be exposed to French culture by undertaking a film study and reading French fairy tales 

and articles.  

 

Throughout both semesters, there is the opportunity for excursions, including film festivals, cafés, restaurants, 

trivia nights and the study tour to New Caledonia. 
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Assessment: 

 Structured Questions 

 Oral presentations/performances 

 Extended Response 

 Writing Folio  

 End of Semester Examination 
 

Prerequisite: Year 9 French 

NB:  It is expected that a student will study French for a whole year.  

Students will not be able to change out of French at the end of Semester 1. 

 

 

MATHEMATICS 

Specialist Mathematics (Advanced Mathematics stream) 
Overview: 

Specialist Mathematics aims to provide students with an advanced mathematics course covering a broad 

range of topics. Students will experience a course designed to challenge the talented mathematics student.  

 

The course contains a significant algebra component and it will be most beneficial to those students wishing to 

do VCE Mathematical Methods and also to prepare students for VCE Specialist Mathematics. This course is 

offered by teacher recommendation only.    

 

NOTE:  This is not a VCE subject.  

 

Areas of Study: 

 Number (Surds, Indices, Logarithms) 

 Algebra (Algebraic Techniques, Equations, Inequations, Functions and their transformations, 

Modelling). 

 Statistics and Probability (Probabilities of chance events, Probability distributions, Univariate data). 

 Measurement and Geometry (Trigonometry, Unit Circle, Pythagoras’ Theorem, Area, Volume). 

 Reasoning and Strategies (Problem Solving and Applications, Proof). 

 

Assessment 

 Topic tests 

 School assessed course work 

 End of Semester Examination 

Prerequisite: Outstanding completion of Year 9 Core Mathematics during Terms 1 to 3. Additionally, students 

may be required to complete a selection examination.  

 

 

Mathematical Methods Core  
Overview:  

Through the study of Mathematical Methods, students will gain skills and knowledge to continue the transition 

from students with a basic mathematical knowledge into students with analytical and abstract problem solving 

skills. 

 

This is the recommended course for those intending to do VCE Mathematical Methods. It will therefore NOT 

cover the prerequisite knowledge for VCE General Mathematics which requires knowledge of statistics and 

consumer arithmetic.  
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Students who are unsure about the subject they want to choose in Year 11 are recommended to select this 

subject. However, it is vital that students have attained a high level of achievement in Year 9 Mathematics. 

This subject covers the same topics as Mathematics: Specialist but not to the same depth. 

 

NOTE:  This is not a VCE subject 

 

Areas of study:  

 Number (Surds, Indices, Scientific Notation). 

 Algebra (Linear and Quadratic Functions). 

 Probability and Statistics (Probabilities of chance events). 

 Measurement and Geometry (Area, Volume, Pythagoras’ Theorem, 2D and 3D trigonometry and 

bearings, Circle Geometry). 

 Reasoning and Strategies (Problem Solving and Applications). 

 

Assessment 

 Topic tests 

 School assessed course work 

 End of Semester Examination 

 

 

General Mathematics Core 
Overview:  

This subject is for those students who DEFINITELY want to follow the VCE General Mathematics 1 & 2 to 

VCE Further Mathematics 3 & 4 pathway.  

 

The General Mathematics course has an emphasis on developing skills to solve practical applications and is 

focused more on statistics and consumer arithmetic, and less on algebraic functions and modelling. It will 

therefore NOT cover the prerequisite knowledge for VCE Mathematical Methods which requires a greater 

knowledge of algebra and functions. 

NOTE: This course is a Year 10 subject which ONLY leads to VCE General Mathematics Units 1 & 2. It 

does NOT lead to VCE Mathematical Methods Units 1 & 2 in Year 11. 

 

Areas of study:  

 Number (Index laws, Consumer Arithmetic). 

 Algebra (basic manipulation of algebra as a practical tool in Pythagoras, Trigonometry and 

Measurement Equations). 

 Statistics and Probability (determining probabilities of chance events, statistical measures of centre 

and spread, univariate and bivariate data, application of networks and graph theory). 

 Measurement (Area and Volume, use of Pythagoras’ Theorem, 2D Trigonometry, Trigonometric 

applications and Bearings). 

 Geometry (Shape, Congruence and Similarity, Transformations). 

 Reasoning and Strategies (Problem Solving and Applications). 

 

Assessment 

 Topic tests 

 School assessed course work 

 End of Semester Examination 
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Foundation Mathematics 
Overview:  

This subject will be offered to those students who have had a lot of difficulty achieving either understanding or 

success in Mathematics in Years 7 to 9. It is offered by recommendation from the Year 9 teacher.  

 

There is a strong emphasis on the use of mathematics in practical contexts encountered in everyday life in the 

community, at work and at study. Foundation Mathematics therefore covers more practical mathematics with 

an emphasis on building skills and developing confidence.  

 

As a general rule, students undertaking Year 10 Foundation Mathematics will therefore NOT have the 

prerequisite knowledge to undertake either VCE General Mathematics or VCE Mathematical Methods.  

 

NOTE:  This course is a Year 10 subject and ONLY leads to VCE Foundation Mathematics Units 1 & 2, 

or to VCAL Numeracy (if selected into VCAL) IN Year 11.  

 

Areas of study:  

 Number (Consumer Arithmetic).  

 Algebra (basic manipulation of algebra as a practical tool in Pythagoras, Trigonometry and 

Measurement Equations). 

 Statistics and Probability (determining probabilities of chance events, statistical measures of centre 

and spread, univariate and bivariate data, application of networks and graph theory). 

 Measurement (Area and Volume, use of Pythagoras’ theorem, 2D Trigonometry, Trigonometric 

applications and Bearings). 

 Geometry (Shape, Congruence and Similarity, Transformations). 

 Reasoning and Strategies (Problem Solving and Applications). 

 

Assessment 

 Topic tests 

 Investigations 

 End of Semester Examination 
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SCIENCE 
 

Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 
 
 
 
 
 

Applied Science 
 

 
VCE Chemistry Units 1 & 2 

 

 
VCE Chemistry Units 3 & 4 

 

 
VCE Physics Units 1 & 2 

 

 
VCE Physics Units 3 & 4 

 

 

VCE Biology Units 1 & 2 

 

 

VCE Biology Units 3 & 4 

 

 

VCE Psychology Units 1 & 2 

 

VCE Psychology Units 3 & 4 

 
General Science 

 

 
No access to VCE Science 

 

 

 

Applied Science 
Most students at Year 10 are expected to undertake Applied Science. 

 

Overview: 

To provide the opportunity for students to undertake a rewarding and broad study of science. The breadth and 

depth of the scientific content and process, skills and concepts will provide an excellent platform for those 

students wishing to pursue VCE science (Biology, Chemistry, Psychology, Physics) as well as a solid foundation 

for tertiary pathways pertaining to the sciences or that have any scientific component in the course. 

 

Aim: 

To enable students to acquire and use scientific skills and concepts. 

 To give students an understanding of the way Science and scientists work in the community and help 

them make decisions about careers and further study. 

 To develop students’ ability to interpret and communicate scientific ideas effectively and to appreciate 

the role of Science in social and technological change. 

 To articulate Science values and accept the ethical principles embedded in scientific research. 

 To appreciate the significance of Science for the long-term future of our society. 

 

Areas of Study 

 Biological Science: Classification, Adaptation, Thermo-regulation, Modes of Genetic inheritance 

 Chemical Science: Chemical Patterns, Chemical Bonding, Formulae, Chemical Reactions  

 Earth and Space Sciences: Origins of the Universe, Star life cycles 

 Physical Science: Force, Energy and Motion, Newton’s Laws 

 

Assessment:  

 Topic  tests  

 Practical work/Reports/ Extended Practical Investigations 

 Assignments/Projects  

 End of semester Examination 
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Opportunities to extend learning: 

Applied Science students are given the opportunity to participate in an international science competition 

(ICAS) and the faculty also has two master class excursions for selected students to attend to further extend, 

enhance and expand their learning. Students are given the opportunity to enrol in the Australian Titration 

Competition and the National Chemistry Quiz as well as numerous opportunities for excellence in research 

days at GTAC, Quantum and the Royal Women’s Hospital. Master classes constitute university tasters, 

advanced workshops with scientists at the University Laboratories under their Outreach programs. Excursions 

and associated activities to areas relevant to their studies such the Crash Testing and Nano Chemistry 

Faculties of La Trobe University. 

 

 

General Science 
Overview 

This unit is a semester length unit and is aimed at supporting students who have had difficulty in experiencing 

success at Year 7 to 9 Science. It is expected that students undertaking this subject will not access VCE 

Science. 

 

 

Aims: 

 To enable students to acquire basic scientific skills, processes and concepts; 

 To give students an elementary understanding of the way Science and scientists work in the 

community  

 Help make decisions about their careers and further study;  

 To develop students’ ability to interpret and communicate scientific ideas effectively  

 To appreciate the role of Science in social and technological change and to gain an appreciation of 

the role of science in ethical issues in society. 

 

Areas of Study: 

 Biological Science: Genetics including basic inheritance models 

 Chemical Science: Chemical Patterns and Reactions, including atomic structure, the periodic table, 

formulae, types of reactions and reaction rate  

 Earth and Space Sciences: An overview of the size of the universe 

 Physical Science: Newton’s Laws of Motion, including investigations in speed, velocity and 

acceleration 

 

Assessment:  

 Topic tests  

 Practical work/Reports/ Extended Practical Investigation 

 Assignments/Project  

 End of Semester Examination 
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HUMANITIES 
 

 

Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 
 

History 

 

VCE History Units 1 & 2 VCE History Units 3 & 4 

 

Geography 

 

VCE Geography Units 1 & 2 VCE Geography Units 3 & 4 

 

 

Business: Courts, 

Parliaments & Markets 

 

VCE Legal Studies Units 1 & 2 

 

VCE Legal Studies Units 3 & 4 

 

VCE Economics Units 1 & 2 

 

VCE Economics Units 3 & 4 

 

 
 
 

Business: Finance & 
Enterprise 

 
 
 

 

VCE Accounting Units 1 & 2 

 

VCE Accounting Units 3 & 4 

VCE Business Management  

Units 1 & 2  

VCE Business Management 

Units 3 & 4 

 

 
Business: Courts, Parliaments and Markets 

Overview:  
This unit has a focus on: 

 Resource allocation and making choices 

 Government and democracy 

 Law and citizens 

 

The unit will enable students to: 

 understand fundamental concepts in Economics such as the difference between needs and wants, the 

problem of relative scarcity and opportunity costs 

 Explore how limited resources are allocated to produce goods and services which can help satisfy 

people’s unlimited needs and wants 

 Understand how the Australian economy operates 

 Investigate the strategies that the Federal Government can use to improve people’s living standards 

 Investigate the purpose and impact of the legal system on individuals and the community 

 Evaluate the effectiveness of the court system and the role of the police in implementing the 

Australian legal system. 

 

Areas of study:  

 Economics: The study of choice and how to make people better off in terms of their living standards 

 Legal Studies: Develop an understanding of the impact of the legal system on the lives of citizens, and 

the implications of legal decisions and outcomes on Australian society 

 

Assessment: 

 Research tasks/practical tasks 

 Structured questions 
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 Tests/class work 

 End of Semester Examination 

 

This unit is designed to give students an introduction to the VCE studies of Economics and Legal 

Studies 

 

Business: Finance and Enterprise 

Overview:  

Throughout this unit students will undertake studies in the areas of: 

 The Business Environment 

 Enterprising behaviours and capabilities 

 Economic reasoning and interpretation 

 

Students will: 

 Develop an understanding of personal and business financial management, and identify and apply 

enterprise skills and attributes 

 Record and report financial information 

 Prepare simple Accounting reports 

 Explore various business structures 

 Analyse a range of marketing and advertising techniques 

 Apply business knowledge to create and operate a simulated business (Market Day) 

 Develop good communication skills by utilising different communication methods 
 

Market Day  

In the Business area of study students will participate in a Market Day where they will have an opportunity to 

create their own business from which they can sell food or provide carnival games. This day has the purpose 

of enabling students to experience the process of setting up a business, to make decisions on pricing 

strategies, to select products and to develop promotional materials.  

 

Areas of study:  

 Accounting:  The recording, reporting and understanding of accounting information 

 Business:  The application of business concepts to a range of businesses 

 

Assessment: 

 Research tasks/practical tasks 

 Structured questions 

 Tests/class work 

 End of Semester Examination 

 

This unit is designed to give students an introduction into the VCE studies of Accounting and 

Business Management 

 

 

 

Geography 
Overview:  

In this study students will explore the topics of Environmental Change and Management and the Geographies 

of Human Wellbeing with a comparison of the living conditions in India and Australia. 

 

Areas of study:  

Unit 1: Environmental Change and Management  

 Students will be introduced to an overview of the environmental functions that support all life and 

the major challenges to their sustainability. 
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 Students will explore the environmental worldviews – including those of Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander Peoples – that influence how people perceive and respond to these challenges. 

 Students will investigate a specific type of environment and environmental change in Australia 

and one other country. 

Unit 2: Geographies of Human Wellbeing 

 Students will investigate global, national and local differences in human wellbeing between 

places. 

 Students will analyse the different concepts and measures of human wellbeing, and the causes of 

global differences in these measures between countries. 

 Students will explore spatial differences in wellbeing within and between countries, and evaluate 

the differences from a variety of perspectives. 

 Students will investigate programs designed to reduce the gap between differences in wellbeing. 

These distinctive aspects of human wellbeing will be investigated using studies drawn from 

Australia, India and across the world as appropriate. 

 

Assessment: 

 Practical tasks/research tasks 

 Responses to structured questions 

 Fieldwork report 

 End of Semester Examination 

Fieldwork is a compulsory part of the Geography. 

 

 
 

History: Australia & the World (one semester compulsory) 
Overview: 

This unit provides a study of the history of the modern world and Australia from 1918 to the present, with an 

emphasis on Australia in its global context. 

 

Areas of Study: 

 Australia and the Great Depression 

 Australia’s involvement in the Pacific War 1941-1945 

 The Globalised World 

 Rights and Freedoms 

 

Assessment  

 Visual analysis 

 Extended Response 

 Research Task 

 End of Semester Examination 
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TECHNOLOGY 
 

Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 
 

Woodwork 
 

Metal, Silver & Glass 
 

 
VCE Product Design and 

Technology Wood  
Units 1 & 2 

 

 
VCE Product Design and 

Technology Wood  
Units 3 & 4 

 

 
Style It/ Sew It 

 
VCE Product Design and 

Technology Fibres  
Units 1 & 2 

 

 
VCE Product Design and 

Technology Fibres 
 Units 3 & 4 

 

 
Food Tecnology 

 

 
VCE Food Studies  

Units 1 & 2 
 

 
VCE Food Studies  

Units 1 & 2 
 

 
Digital Web Design 

Engineering, Programming 
and Electronics 

 
VCE Computing  

Units 1 & 2 

 
VCE Computing: Informatics 

Units 3 & 4  
VCE Computing: Software 

Development 
Units 3 & 4 

 

 

 

Digital Web Design 

Overview:  

Digital Web Design aims to provide students with the necessary skills to develop a website. Students will 

develop skills using a variety of software tools, including Dreamweaver, Photoshop, Flash and many more. 

Creating a web site is a team effort and as such all students will be expected to work collaboratively to 

produce a website. The modern workplace values personal communication and teamwork very highly, and 

these are central to this course.  

 

Areas of study:   

 What makes an effective web site? 

 Advanced web site design and construction, including the use of HTML and Cascading Style Sheets for 

those interested in coding 

 Image creation and manipulation 

 Custom made animations 

 How Wikipedia works – people doing website collaboration on a global basis 

 Knowing your audience – Design principles and planning 

 Copyright and Licensing. What should link where? 

 Testing and Publishing 

 Useability – what is it and how can deaf or blind people get the most out of your site. 

 

Assessment: 

 Evaluation of website (HTML and CSS) 

 Major site planning 

 Evaluation of advance website (Wordpress) 

 End of Semester Examination 
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Engineering, Programming & Electronics 
Overview: 

Programming & Electronics introduces students to electronics and engineering concepts through designing 

and creating circuits. These circuits expand on the micro-bit work done in Year 9, but Year 9 is NOT a 

prerequisite for this course. Students will use analog and digital circuits to solve simple real-world problems. 

Students will need to carry over their micro-bit from Year 9, or purchase one (the school will order it) at $30. 

 

Areas of Study: 

Course projects may include: 

 Plant watering system with moisture sensor and water pump. 

 Showing a text string when a button is pushed 

 Using a light dependent resistor as a sensor with analog inputs to a controller 

 Dimming a LED using a potentiometer 

 Using a transistor to drive a motor 

 Using the accelerometer in the micro:bit to control motor speed 

 A possible music synthesiser experiment 

 Remote controlled bit:bot 

 Line Following bit:bot. 

 Generating voltage by blowing on a fan blade to spin a motor 

 Making a game using the on-board compass of the micro bit 

 Charging capacitors and measuring the charge with analog inputs and displaying the charge percentage 

on the LED 

 Students investigate, design, produce, analyse and evaluate their projects.  

 

Assessment: 

 Design portfolios/written tasks    

 Evaluation and assessment of the design and production of a product 

 End of semester exam 

 

 

Food Technology 
Overview:  

This unit is designed to enable students to experience a large range of foods from around the world while 

developing skills and creativity with a range of food processes and preparation techniques. Students will 

explore various food presentation styles, current food trends, including garnishing and plating, while 

investigating new flavours and developing their sensory analysis skills. The course will allow students to work 

with fresh and authentic ingredients in order to develop a hands on understanding of how the components of 

foods work with different cooking methods, processes and recipes. Practical tasks in the kitchen, product 

research and food tastings will be experienced. 

  

Areas of Study 

 Design, investigate, analyse and select materials, tools, equipment and processes to develop food 

design ideas 

 Investigate and make judgements on how the principles of food safety, preservation, preparation, 

presentation and sensory perceptions influence the creation of food solutions for healthy eating 

 

Assessment: 

 Production 

 Design Folio 

 Research investigation/ reflective journal 

 End of Semester Examination 
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Metal, Silver and Glass 
Overview:  

This unit is designed to build on skills and knowledge gained in Junior School and Year 9 (although Year 9 

Metal is not a prerequisite for this course). Students will expand their understanding of the Metal component 

and be introduced to new materials, glass. Students will complete projects using all these materials with 

elements of design, creativity and production. 
 

Students will research and investigate one of these materials in a written design folio. As an incentive, on 

completion of all set projects, students may pursue the optional technique of Warm Glass, using the kiln to 

melt and form glass products (for example, a glass serving platter). 

 

Areas of study: 

 Students will study various materials. 

 Students will develop a production logbook. 

 Students will produce a set project. 

 Students will design and build their own project. 

 

Assessment: 

 Design Folio/written tasks 

 Metalwork projects 

 Glass projects 

 End of Semester Examination 

 

Style It, Sew It 
Overview:  

Students will develop and present design ideas for garment/s to suit a particular occasion. Construction of the 

garment/s will develop skills in a range of processes and techniques, such as waistbands, pleats, tucks, darts 

and zipper insertion, whilst giving students a greater understanding of following a commercial pattern. 

Students will also investigate aspects of fashion, including the Elements and Principles of Design, fibres and 

fabrics. 

 

Areas of Study 

 Students will study various fibres and fabrics. 

 Students will research the fashion industry 

 Students will develop a design folio. 

 Students will design and produce their own garment. 

 

Assessment 

 Design folios/written task 

 Practical work 

 Research assignment 

 End of Semester Examination 

 

Additional costs: The materials for their choice garment are an additional cost as this varies from student to 

student. 
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Woodwork 
Overview: 

To build on the skills and knowledge gained in Year 9 and increase the understanding of a range of 

woodworking skills and materials. The students will design and build projects using tools and construction 

techniques. 
 

Areas of study: 

 Students will study various materials. 

 Students will develop a production logbook. 

 Students will produce a set project. 

 Students will design and build their own project. 

 

Assessment 

 Design folios/written task 

 Practical work 

 Research assignment 

 End of Semester Examination 
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Accounting 1-2 

 

 
Unit 1 Role of Accounting in Business 
 

Overview 
This unit focuses on the establishment of 
a business and the role of accounting in 
the determination of business success or 
failure. It considers the importance of 
accounting information to stakeholders. 
Students analyse, interpret and evaluate 
the performance of the business using 
financial and non-financial information. 
They use these evaluations to make 
recommendations regarding the 
suitability of a business as an investment. 
 
Area of Study 1: The Role of 
Accounting 
In this area of study students investigate 
the reasons for establishing a business 
and possible alternatives to operating a 
business. They explore types of business 
ownership, factors that lead to the 
success or failure of a business, sources 
of business finance and ethical 
considerations. 
 
Area of Study 2: Recording Financial 
Data and Reporting Information 
In this area of study students investigate 
the role of accounting in generating 
financial data and accounting information. 
They use the accrual method for 
determining profit for a service business 
operating as a sole proprietor with cash 
and credit transactions. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unit 2 Accounting & Decision making 
for Trading Firms 
 

Overview 
In this unit students develop their 
knowledge of the accounting process for 
sole proprietors operating a trading 
business, with a focus on inventory, 
accounts receivable, accounts payable 
and non-current assets. Students use 
manual processes and ICT, including 
spreadsheets, to prepare historical and 
budgeted accounting reports. 
 
Area of Study 1: Accounting for 
Inventory 
In this area of study students investigate 
use of both the First-In, First-Out (FIFO) 
and Identified Cost inventory methods to 
record and report the movements of 
inventory through the business. 
 

Area of Study 2:  Accounting for and 
managing Accounts receivable and 
Accounts Payable 
In this area of study students record and 
report transactions relating to accounts 
receivable and accounts payable. They 
examine strategies for managing credit 
transactions and use indicators, such as 
accounts receivable turnover and 
accounts payable turnover, to analyse 
decisions related to these areas. 
 

Area of Study 3: Accounting for and 
managing Non-Current Assets 
In this area of study students develop an 
understanding of the accounting 
processes for non-current assets and the 
issues that can arise when determining a 
valuation for a non-current asset. 
 

Assessment 
A wide range of assessment will be used in these units. These include: folio of exercises 
utilising manual methods and ICT, structured questions utilising manual methods and 
ICT, an assignment including use of ICT, a case study including use of ICT. 
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Accounting 3-4 
 

 
Unit 3 Financial Accounting for a 
Trading Business 
 

Overview 
This unit focuses on financial accounting 
for a trading business owned by a sole 
proprietor, and highlights the role of 
accounting as an information system. 
Students use the double entry system of 
recording financial data and prepare 
reports using the accrual basis of 
accounting and the perpetual method of 
inventory recording. 
 
Area of Study 1: Recording and 
Analysing Financial Data 
In this area of study students focus on 
identifying and recording financial data for 
a business. They use double entry 
accounting to record data and generate 
accounting information in the form of 
accounting reports and graphical 
representations. 
 
Area of Study 2: Preparing and 
Interpreting accounting reports 
The preparation of financial reports at the 
end of the reporting period provides 
information to be used as a basis for 
planning and decision-making by the 
business owner. Students develop their 
understanding of the accounting 
processes and complete those processes 
that are applicable to the end of a 
reporting period for a trading business. 
 

Unit 4 Recording, reporting, budgeting 
and decision making 
 

Overview 
In this unit students further develop their 
understanding of accounting for a trading 
business owned by a sole proprietor and 
the role of accounting as an information 
system. Students use the double entry 
system of recording financial data, and 
prepare reports using the accrual basis of 
accounting and the perpetual method of 
inventory recording. 
 
Area of Study 1: Extension of 
Recording and reporting 
In this area of study students further 
develop their understanding of the 
recording and reporting of financial data in 
the General Journal and General Ledger 
by focusing on balance day adjustments 
and the alternative methods of 
depreciating for non-current depreciable 
assets. 
 

Area of Study 2: Budgeting and 
Decision making 
On completion of this unit the student 
should be able to prepare budgeted 
accounting reports and variance reports 
for a trading business using financial and 
other relevant information, and model, 
analyse and discuss the effect of 
alternative strategies on the performance 
of a business. 

 

Assessment 
A wide range of assessment is used in these units. These include: folio of exercises utilising 
manual methods and ICT, structured questions utilising manual methods and ICT, an 
assignment including use of ICT, a case study including use of ICT. 
 

Satisfactory completion of the unit is based on the student demonstrating achievement of 
the outcomes specified in the units. 
School assessed course work for Unit 3 and 4 contributes 25% each to the final 
assessment 
End of year exam contributes 50% to final assessment 
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Biology 1-2 
 

 
Unit 1 How do living things stay alive? 
 
Overview 
In this unit students explain what is 
needed by an organism to stay alive. They 
are introduced to some of the challenges 
for organisms in sustaining life. Students 
examine the cell as the structural and 
functional unit of life and the requirements 
for sustaining cellular processes in terms 
of inputs and outputs. Types of 
adaptations that enhance the organism’s 
survival in a particular environment are 
analysed, and the role that homeostatic 
mechanisms play in maintaining the 
internal environment is studied. Students 
consider how the planet’s biodiversity is 
classified and investigate the factors that 
affect population growth. A student 
investigation related to the survival of an 
organism or species is undertaken in Area 
of Study 3. This investigation draws on 
content from Area of Study 1 and/or Area 
of Study 
 
Areas of Study 

 How do organisms function? 

 How do living systems sustain life? 

 Practical Investigation 
 
 
 
 

Unit 2 How is continuity of life 
maintained? 
 
Overview 
In this unit students focus on asexual and 
sexual cell reproduction and the 
transmission of biological information from 
generation to generation. The role of stem 
cells in the differentiation, growth, repair 
and replacement of cells in humans is 
examined, and their potential use in 
medical therapies is considered. Students 
explain the inheritance of characteristics, 
analyse patterns of inheritance, interpret 
pedigree charts and predict outcomes of 
genetic crosses. They consider the role of 
genetic knowledge in decision-making 
about the inheritance of various genetic 
conditions. In this context the uses of 
genetic screening and its social and 
ethical issues are examined. A student 
investigation into, and communication of, 
an issue related to genetics and/or 
reproductive science is undertaken in Area 
of Study 3. The investigation draws on 
content from Area of Study 1 and/or Area 
of Study 2. 
 
Areas of Study 

 How does reproduction maintain the 
continuity of life? 

 How is inheritance explained? 

 Investigation of an issue. 
 
Assessments 
Satisfactory completion of each unit is based on the student demonstrating 
achievement of the outcomes specified in each unit. The assessment tasks for these 
units will be selected from practical work, reports, multimedia presentations, concept 
maps, modelling, scientific posters, tests and end of semester examination. 
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Biology 3-4 
 
 

Unit 3: How do cells maintain life? 
 
Overview 
In this unit students investigate the 
workings of the cell. Students consider 
base pairing specificity, the binding of 
enzymes and substrates, the response 
of receptors to signalling molecules and 
reactions between antigens and 
antibodies to highlight molecular 
interactions based on the 
complementary nature of specific 
molecules. 
Students study the synthesis, structure 
and function of nucleic acids and 
proteins. They explore biochemical 
pathways in cells and cell 
communication. Students study the 
human immune system and the 
interactions between its components to 
provide immunity to a specific antigen. 
 
Areas of Study 

 How do cellular processes work? 
Plasma membranes 
Nucleic acids and proteins 
Gene structure and regulation 
Structure and regulation of 
biochemical pathways 
Photosynthesis 
Cellular respiration 
 

 How do cells communicate? 
Cellular signals 
Responding to antigens 
Immunity 

 
 
 

Unit 4: How does life change and 
respond to challenges over time? 
 
Overview 
In this unit students consider the 
continual change and challenges to 
which life on Earth has been subjected. 
Students examine change in life forms 
using evidence from palaeontology, 
biogeography, developmental biology 
and structural morphology. They explore 
technological developments in the fields 
of comparative genomics, molecular 
homology and bioinformatics. 
Students examine the structural and 
cognitive trends in the human fossil 
record and the interrelationships 
between human biological and cultural 
evolution. The biological consequences, 
and social and ethical implications of 
manipulating DNA. 
 
Areas of Study 

 How are species related? 
Changes in the genetic makeup 
of a population 
Changes in biodiversity over time 
Determining relatedness between 
species 
Human change over time 
 

 How do humans impact on 
biological processes? 

o DNA manipulation 
o Biological knowledge and 

society 
o Practical investigation 

A student-designed investigation related 
to cellular processes and/or biological 
change and continuity over time 
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Biology 3-4 continued 
 
Outcomes and Assessment 
 
Unit 3 
Outcome 1: Explain the dynamic nature of the cell in terms of key cellular processes 
including regulation, photosynthesis and cellular respiration, and analyse factors that affect 
the rate of biochemical reactions. 
Outcome 2: Apply a stimulus-response model to explain how cells communicate with each 
other, outline human responses to invading pathogens, distinguish between the different 
ways that immunity may be acquired, and explain how malfunctions of the immune system 
cause disease. 
 
 
Assessment 
Outcome 1: Two practical reports and two tests explaining the dynamic nature of the cell in 
terms of key cellular processes and analyse factors that affect the rate of biochemical 
reactions. (50%)  
Outcome 2: A response to a set of questions related to a stimulus-response model with 
reference to the immune system (50%)  
 
Unit 4 
Outcome 1: Analyse evidence for evolutionary change, explain how relatedness between 
species is determined, and elaborate on the consequences of biological change in human 
evolution. 
Outcome 2: Describe how tools and techniques can be used to manipulate DNA, explain 
how biological knowledge is applied to biotechnical applications, and analyse the 
interrelationship between scientific knowledge and its applications in society. 
Outcome 3: Design and undertake an investigation related to cellular processes and/or 
biological change and continuity over time, and present methodologies, findings and 
conclusions in a scientific poster. 
 
Assessment 
Outcome 1: Report on evolutionary change explaining relatedness between species and on 
consequences of biological change in humans (30%) 
Outcome 2: Report on DNA manipulation and biotechnical application (30%)  
Outcome 3: Research report presented as a scientific poster (30%)  
Percentage contributions to the study score in VCE Biology are as follows:  
 
Unit 3 school assessed coursework – 16% 

Unit 4 school assessed coursework – 24%  

End of year examination 2.5 hours– 60% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

40 

 

 

Business Management 1-2 
 
 

Unit 1 Planning a Business 
 
Overview 
Businesses of all sizes are major 
contributors to the economic and social 
wellbeing of a nation. Therefore how 
businesses are formed and the fostering 
of conditions under which new business 
ideas can emerge are vital for a nation’s 
wellbeing. Taking a business idea and 
planning how to make it a reality are the 
cornerstones of economic and social 
development. In this unit students 
explore the factors affecting business 
ideas and the internal and external 
environments within which businesses 
operate, and the effect of these on 
planning a business. 
 
Areas of Study: 

1. The Business Idea 
2. The External Environment 
3. The Internal Environment 

 
 
 
 

Unit 2 Establishing a Business 
 
Overview 
This unit focuses on the establishment 
phase of a business’s life. Establishing a 
business involves complying with legal 
requirements as well as making 
decisions about how best to establish a 
system of financial record keeping, staff 
the business and establish a customer 
base. In this unit students examine the 
legal requirements that must be satisfied 
to establish a business. They investigate 
the essential features of effective 
marketing and consider the best way to 
meet the needs of the business in terms 
of staffing and financial record keeping. 
Students analyse various management 
practices in this area by applying this 
knowledge to contemporary business 
case studies from the past four years. 
 
Areas of Study: 

1. Legal Requirements and 
Financial considerations 

2. Marketing a Business 
3. Staffing a Business 

 

 

Assessment   
The award of satisfactory completion for a unit is based on whether the student has 
demonstrated the set of outcomes specified for each unit. 
Suitable tasks for assessment may be selected from a case study analysis, a business 
research report, development of a business plan and/or feasibility study, an interview 
and a report on contact with business, a school-based, short-term business activity, a 
business simulation exercise, an essay, a business survey and analysis, tests and end 
of Semester Examination 
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Business Management 3-4 
 
 

Unit 3 Managing a Business 
 
Overview 
In this unit students explore the key 
processes and issues concerned with 
managing a business efficiently and 
effectively to achieve the business 
objectives. Students examine the 
different types of businesses and their 
respective objectives. They consider 
corporate culture, management styles, 
management skills and the relationship 
between each of these. Students 
investigate strategies to manage both 
staff and business operations to meet 
objectives. 
Students develop an understanding of 
the complexity and challenge of 
managing businesses and through the 
use of contemporary business case 
studies from the past four years have 
the opportunity to compare theoretical 
perspectives with current practice 
 
 
Areas of Study: 

1. Business foundations 
2. Managing Employees 
3. Operations Management 

Unit 4 Transforming a Business 
 
Overview 
Businesses are under constant pressure 
to adapt and change to meet their 
objectives. In this unit students consider 
the importance of reviewing key 
performance indicators to determine 
current performance and the strategic 
management necessary to position a 
business for the future. Students study a 
theoretical model to undertake change, 
and consider a variety of strategies to 
manage change in the most efficient 
and effective way to improve business 
performance. They investigate the 
importance of leadership in change 
management. Using a contemporary 
business case study from the past four 
years, students evaluate business 
practice against theory. 
 
 
 
 
Areas of Study: 

1. Reviewing Performance: the 
need for change 

2. Implementing Change 
 

 

 

 

Outcomes and Assessment 
Unit 3 
Outcome 1: Test on key characteristics of businesses and stakeholders 20% 
Outcome 2: Test on theories of motivation 40% 
Outcome 3: Test on objectives and purpose of Operations management 40% 
 
Unit 4 
Outcome 1: Test on evaluating performance 50% 
Outcome 2: Test on effectively managing change 50% 
Overall student performance is based on 50% School Assessed Coursework and 50% 
End of year external examination 
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Chemistry 1-2 
 
 
Unit 1 How can the diversity of 
materials be explained? 
 
Overview 
The development and use of materials 
for specific purposes is an important 
human endeavour. In this unit students 
investigate the chemical properties of a 
range of materials from metals and salts 
to polymers and nanomaterials. 
Students are introduced to quantitative 
concepts in chemistry including the mole 
concept. A research investigation is 
undertaken in Area of Study 3 related to 
one of ten options that draw upon and 
extend the content from Area of Study 1 
and/or Area of Study 2. 
 
 
 
Areas of Study 

 How can knowledge of elements 
explain the properties of matter? 

 How can the versatility of non-metals 
be explained? 

 Research Investigation 

Unit 2 What makes water such a 
unique chemical? 
 
Overview 
Water is the most widely used solvent 
on Earth. In this unit students explore 
the properties of water, the reactions 
that occur in water and various methods 
of water analysis. Students are 
introduced to stoichiometry and to 
analytical techniques and instrumental 
procedures, and apply these to 
determine concentrations of different 
species in water samples, including 
chemical contaminants. A practical 
investigation into an aspect of water 
quality is undertaken in Area of Study 3. 
This draws on content from Area of 
Study 1 and/or Area of Study 2. 
 
Areas of Study 

 How do substances interact with 
water? 

 How are substances in water 
measured and analysed? 

 Practical Investigation 
 
 
 
Outcomes and Assessment 
Satisfactory completion of each unit is based on the student demonstrating 
achievement of the outcomes specified in each unit. The assessment tasks for these 
units will be selected from practical work, reports, multimedia presentations, concept 
maps, modelling, scientific posters, tests and end of semester examination. 
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Chemistry 3-4 
 
 
Unit 3: How can chemical processes 
be optimised to improve efficiency? 
 
Overview 
In this unit students explore energy 
options and the chemical production of 
materials with reference to efficiencies, 
renewability and the minimisation of 
their impact on the environment. 
Students compare and evaluate 
different chemical energy resources, 
including fossil fuels, biofuels, galvanic 
cells and fuel cells.  
Students analyse manufacturing 
processes with reference to factors that 
influence their reaction rates and extent. 
A student practical investigation related 
to energy and/or food is undertaken 
either in Unit 3 or Unit 4, or across both 
Units 3 and 4, and is assessed in Unit 4, 
Outcome 3. The findings of the 
investigation are presented in a 
scientific poster. 
 
Areas of Study  

o What are the options for energy 
production? 

o How can the yield of a chemical 
product be optimised? 

Unit 4: How are organic compounds 
categorised, analysed and used? 

 
Overview 
In this unit students investigate the 
structural features, bonding, typical 
reactions and uses of the major families 
of organic compounds including those 
found in food. 
Students study the ways in which 
organic structures are represented and 
named. They process data from 
instrumental analyses of organic 
compounds to confirm or deduce 
organic structures. 
A student practical investigation related 
to energy and/or food is undertaken in 
either Unit 3 or in Unit 4, or across both 
Units 3 and 4, and is assessed in Unit 4, 
Outcome 3. The findings of the 
investigation are presented in a 
scientific poster. 
 
 
 
Areas of Study 

o How can the diversity of carbon 
compounds be explained and 
categorised? 

o What is the chemistry of food? 
o Practical Investigation 

 
 

Outcomes and Assessment 
Satisfactory completion of each unit is based on the student demonstrating 
achievement of the outcomes specified in each unit. The assessment tasks for these 
units will be selected from practical work, reports, multimedia presentations, research, 
learning journals/blogs, scientific posters, tests and end of semester examination.  
 
Unit 3 
Outcome 1: Compare fuels quantitatively with reference to combustion products and 
energy outputs, apply knowledge of the electrochemical series to design, construct and 
test galvanic cells, and evaluate energy resources based on energy efficiency, 
renewability and environmental impact. 
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Outcome 2: Apply rate and equilibrium principles to predict how the rate and extent of 
reactions can be optimised, and explain how electrolysis is involved in the production of 
chemicals and in the recharging of batteries. 
 

Chemistry 3-4 continued 
 
Unit 4 
Outcome 1: On completion of this unit the student should be able to compare the 
general structures and reactions of the major organic families of compounds, deduce 
structures of organic compounds using instrumental analysis data, and design reaction 
pathways for the synthesis of organic molecules. 
Outcome 2: On completion of this unit the student should be able to distinguish 
between the chemical structures of key food molecules, analyse the chemical reactions 
involved in the metabolism of the major components of food including the role of 
enzymes, and calculate the energy content of food using calorimetry. 
Outcome 3: On the completion of this unit the student should be able to design and 
undertake a practical investigation related to energy and/or food, and present 
methodologies, findings and conclusions in a scientific poster. 
 
School assessed coursework 
Unit 3  
Outcome 1: Analysis and evaluation of a stimulus material or A report on a laboratory 
investigation or A comparison of two electricity-generating cells (50%) 
Outcome 2:  At least one task selected from: annotations of at least two practical 
activities from a practical logbook, a report of a student investigation, an evaluation of 
research, analysis of data including generalisations and conclusions, media 
analysis/response, a graphic organiser illustrating a chemical process, an analysis of an 
unfamiliar chemical manufacturing process or electrolytic cell and a response to a set of 
structured questions (50%) 
 
Unit 4 
Outcome 1: At least one task selected from: annotations of at least two practical 
activities from a practical logbook, a report of a student investigation, analysis of data 
including generalisations and conclusions, media analysis/response, a response to a 
set of structured questions and a reflective learning journal/blog related to comparison 
of organic structures or pathways (30%)  
 
Outcome 2: Response to stimulus material or report of a laboratory investigation or 
comparison of food molecules (30%) 
Outcome 3: A structured scientific poster according to VCAA standard template (not 
exceeding 1000 words) (30%) 
Percentage contributions to the study score in VCE Chemistry are as follows:  
 
Unit 3 school assessed course work – 16% 
Unit 4 school assessed coursework – 24% 
End of year examination – 60% 
 
*Strongly recommended: Due to Units 3 and 4 requiring prior knowledge from Units 1 
and 2 it is strongly recommended that students complete Units 1 & 2 Chemistry in Year 
11 in order to undertake Units 3 & 4 Chemistry 
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Computing 1-2 
 
 
Unit 1 Computing 
 

Overview 
In this unit, students focus on how data, 
information and networked digital 
systems can be used to meet a range of 
users’ current and future needs. In Area 
of Study 1 they collect primary data 
when investigating an issue, practice or 
event and create a digital solution that 
graphically presents the findings of the 
investigation. In Area of Study 2 they 
examine the technical underpinnings of 
wireless and mobile networks, and 
security controls to protect stored and 
transmitted data, to design a network 
solution that meets an identified need or 
opportunity. In Area of Study 3 students 
will acquire and apply knowledge of 
information architecture and user 
interfaces, together with web authoring 
skills, when creating a website to 
present different viewpoints on a 
contemporary issue. 
 
Areas of Study 

 Data and graphic solutions 

 Networks 

 Collaboration and communication 

Unit 2 Computing 
 
Overview 
Students focus on data and how the 
application of computational, design and 
systems thinking skills support the 
creation of solutions that automate data 
processing. In Area of Study 1 students 
develop their computational thinking 
skills using a programming or scripting 
language. They engage in the design 
and development stages of the problem-
solving methodology. In Area of Study 2 
students develop a sound 
understanding of data and how a range 
of software tools can be used to extract 
data from large repositories and 
manipulate it to create visualisations 
that are clear and reduce the complexity 
of data. In Area of Study 3 they apply all 
stages of the problem-solving 
methodology to create a solution using 
database management software and 
explain how they are personally affected 
by their interactions with a database 
system. 
 
Areas of Study 

 Programming 

 Data analysis and visualisation 

 Data Management 
 
Outcomes and Assessment 
Satisfactory completion of each unit is based on the student demonstrating achievement of the 
three outcomes specified in each unit.  
 
Unit 1: 
Outcome 1: On completion of this unit the student should be able to acquire, secure and 
interpret data, and design and develop a graphic solution that communicates the findings of an 
investigation. 
Outcome 2:  On completion of this unit the student should be able to design a network with 
wireless capability that meets an identified need or opportunity, explain its configuration and 
predict risks and benefits for intended users. 
Outcome 3: On completion of this unit the student should be able to design and develop a 
website collaboratively with others that presents an analysis of a contemporary issue and the 
team’s point of view on the issue. 
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Computing 1-2 continued 
 
Unit 2: 
Outcome 1: On completion of this unit the student should be able to design working modules 
in response to solution requirements, and use a programming or scripting language to develop 
the modules 
 
Outcome 2: On completion of this unit the student should be able to apply the problem solving 
methodology and use appropriate software tools to extract relevant data and create a data 
visualisation that meets a specified user’s needs. 
 
Outcome 3: On completion of this unit the student should be able to apply the problem solving 
methodology to create a solution using database management software, and explain the 
personal benefits and risks of interacting with a database. 
 
Assessment: 

 using ICT tools and techniques, produce a solution in response to an identified need 

 visual presentations such as multimedia presentations 

 oral presentations supported by a visual presentation 

 an electronic learning journal, such as a blog, to record learning progress 

 a written report / test 
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Computing Informatics 3-4 
 
 
Unit 3 Informatics 
 

Overview 
Students focus on data, information and 
information systems. They consider data 
and how it is acquired, managed, 
manipulated and interpreted to meet a 
range of needs. In Area of Study 1 students 
investigate the ways in which organisations 
acquire data using interactive online 
solutions such as websites and applications 
(apps), and consider how users interact 
with these. They examine how relational 
database management systems (RDBMS) 
store and manipulate data typically 
acquired this way. Students use software to 
create user flow diagrams that depict how 
users interact with online solutions. They 
develop an understanding of the power and 
risks of using complex data as a basis for 
decision making. In Area of Study 2 
students complete the first part of a project. 
Students frame a hypothesis and then 
select, acquire and organise data from 
multiple data sets to confirm or refute this 
hypothesis. The second part of the project 
is completed in Unit 4. 
 
Areas of Study 

 Organisations and Data 
Management 

 Data analytics: drawing conclusions 
 

Unit 4 Informatics 
 

Overview 
In this unit students focus on strategies and 
techniques for manipulating, managing and 
securing data and information to meet a 
range of needs. In Area of Study 1 students 
draw on the analysis and conclusion of their 
hypothesis determined in Unit 3 Outcome 2, 
and then design, develop and evaluate a 
multimodal, online solution that effectively 
communicates the conclusion and findings. 
Students use their project plan to monitor 
their progress and assess the effectiveness 
of their plan and adjustments in managing 
the project. In Area of Study 2 students 
explore how different organisations manage 
the storage and disposal of data and 
information to minimise threats to the 
integrity and security of data and 
information and to optimise the handling of 
information. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Areas of Study 

 Data analytics: presenting the 
findings 

 Information Management 

 
 
Outcomes and Assessments 
 

Unit 3:   
Outcome 1: On completion of this unit the student should be able to design a solution, 
develop it using a relational database management system, and diagrammatically represent 
how users interact with an online solution when supplying data for a transaction. 
 
Outcome 2: On completion of this unit the student should be able to use a range of 
appropriate techniques and processes to acquire, prepare, manipulate and interpret complex 
data to confirm or refute a hypothesis, and formulate a project plan to manage progress. 
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Computing Informatics 3-4 continued 
 
Unit 4: 
 
Outcome 1: On completion of this unit the student should be able to design, develop and 
evaluate a multimodal online solution that confirms or refutes a hypothesis, and assess the 
effectiveness of the project plan in managing progress. 
 
Outcome 2: On completion of this unit the student should be able to compare and contrast 
the effectiveness of information management strategies used by two organisations to 
manage the storage and disposal of data and information, and recommend improvements to 
their current practices. 
 
Units 3 & 4: Satisfactory completion of the units is based on whether the student has 
demonstrated the set of outcomes specified for the unit. The level of achievement will be 
determined by school assessed coursework and a school assessed task. 

 

 School assessed coursework for Unit 3 will contribute 10% to the study score 

 School assessed coursework for Unit 4 will contribute 10% to the study score.  
 
End of year examination, which will contribute 50% to the study score. 
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Computing Software Development 3-4 
 
 
Unit 3 Software Development 
 

Overview 
In this unit students develop a detailed 
understanding of the analysis, design and 
development stages of the problem solving 
methodology and use a programming 
language to create working software 
modules. In Area of Study 1 they respond 
to given software designs and develop a set 
of working modules through the use of a 
programming language. In Area of Study 2 
students analyse a need or opportunity, 
plan and design a solution and develop 
computational, design and systems thinking 
skills. This forms the first part of a project 
that is completed in Unit 4. 
 
Areas of Study 

 Programming Practice 

 Analysis and Design 
 
 

Unit 4 Software Development 
 

Overview 
In this unit students focus on how the 
information needs of individuals and 
organisations are met through the creation 
of software solutions used in a networked 
environment. In Area of Study 1 they further 
their computational thinking skills by 
transforming their detailed design prepared 
in Unit 3 into a software solution. In Area of 
Study 2 students apply thinking skills when 
explaining the relationship between two 
information systems that share data and 
how that dependency affects the 
performance of the systems. 
 
 

 

Areas of Study 

 Software Solutions 

 Interactions and Impact

Outcomes and Assessments 
Unit 3 

Outcome 1: On completion of this unit the student should be able to interpret designs and 
apply a range of functions and techniques using a programming language to develop 
working modules. 
Outcome 2: On completion of this unit students should be able to analyse and document a 
need or opportunity, generate alternative design ideas, represent the preferred solution 
design and formulate a project plan for creating the solution. 

Unit 4 
Outcome 1: On completion of this unit students should be able to apply stages of the 
problem solving methodology to create a solution using a programming language that fulfils 
identified requirements and assess the effectiveness of the project plan in monitoring 
progress. 
Outcome 2: On completion of this unit students should be able to analyse and explain the 
dependencies between two information systems and evaluate the controls in place in one 
information system to protect the integrity of its source data. 
 

Units 3 & 4: Satisfactory completion of the units is based on whether the student has 
demonstrated the set of outcomes specified for the unit. The level of achievement will be 
determined by school assessed coursework and a school assessed task 
 

 School assessed course work for Unit 3 and 4 contributes 10% to the study score 

 End of year examination contributes 50% to final assessment for the Unit 3-4 
sequence. 
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Drama 1-2 
 
 
Unit 1 Dramatic Storytelling 
 

Overview 
This unit focuses on the art of dramatic 
storytelling through the creation of 
performances based on personal, cultural 
and community stories. Students explore 
character by studying a range of 
performance styles and theatrical 
conventions.  
 
Areas of Study 

 Creating & Presenting Devised 
Performances 

 Analysing Devised Performances 

 Analysing Professional 
Performances 

 

Unit 2 Creating Australian Drama 
 

Overview 
This unit focuses on the art of dramatic 
storytelling through the creation of 
performances based on personal, cultural 
and community stories. Students explore 
character by studying a range of 
performance styles and theatrical 
conventions.  
 
Areas of Study 

 Creating & Presenting Devised 
Performances 

 Analysing Devised Performances 

 Analysing Professional 
Performances 

 
 
Outcomes and Assessments 
 
Satisfactory completion of each unit is based on the student demonstrating achievement of the 
three outcomes specified in each unit. The assessment tasks for these units will be selected 
from practical workshops, performance presentations, performance analysis assignments, and 
analytical evaluations of students’ own work. 
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Drama 3-4 
 
 
Unit 3 Ensemble Performance 
 

Overview 
This unit focuses on performing and 
analysing a diverse range of non-
naturalistic performance styles. Students 
develop their understanding of theatrical 
conventions, dramatic elements and 
expressive skills through the creation of a 
major group performance.  
 
Areas of Study 

 Creating and Presenting Ensemble 
Performance 

 Analysing Ensemble Performance 

 Analysing a Professional 
Performance 

Unit 4 Solo Performance 
 

Overview 
This unit focuses on the art of using 
stimulus material from a range of sources to 
create character(s) within a solo 
performance. Students also explore a range 
of play making processes, non-naturalistic 
theatrical conventions and dramatic 
elements.  
 
Areas of Study 

 Processes used to create a Short 
Solo Performance 

 Presenting and Analysing a Solo 
Performance 

 
Assessment 
 
Satisfactory completion of each unit will be based on the student demonstrating achievement 
of the three outcomes specified in each unit. The assessment tasks for these units will be 
selected from practical workshops, performance presentations, performance analysis 
assignments, and analytical evaluations of student’s own work. 
End of Year Examination. 
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Economics 1-2 
 
 
Unit 1 The Behaviour of Consumers 
and Businesses 
 
Overview 
In this unit students explore their role in 
the economy, how they interact with 
businesses and the way economic 
models and theories have been 
developed to explain the causes and 
effects of human action. 
 
Areas of Study: 

1. Thinking like an economist 
2. Decision making in markets 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Unit 2 Contemporary Economic Issues 
 
Overview 
Students focus on the possible trade-off 
between the pursuit of growth in incomes 
and production and the goal of 
environmental sustainability and long-
term economic prosperity.  
Students explore how the benefits of 
economic growth are shared in an 
economy and begin to appreciate that 
efforts to increase economic efficiency 
might lead to a more inequitable 
distribution of income. 
Students consider the influence on the 
world’s living standards of the decisions 
made and the actions taken in the global 
economy by investigating one or more 
contemporary global issues and the 
trade-offs involved. 
 
Areas of Study: 

1. Economic growth, long-term 
economic prosperity and 
environmental sustainability 

2. Economic efficiency and equity 
3. Global economic issues 

 
 
Outcomes and Assessment  
The award of satisfactory completion for a unit is based on whether the student has 
demonstrated the set of outcomes specified for the unit. Teachers should use a variety of 
learning activities and assessment tasks that provide a range of opportunities for students 
to demonstrate the key knowledge and key skills in the outcomes. 
 
Variety of tasks for assessment: 
Analysis of written, visual and statistical evidence, problem-solving tasks, a report of an 
investigation or an inquiry, an essay/a structured report, structured questions, a 
presentation (oral, multimedia, visual) and case studies. 
End of unit examination. 
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Economics 3-4 
 
 
Unit 3 Australia’s Economic Prosperity 
 
Overview 
In this unit students investigate the role of 
the market in allocating resources and 
examine the factors that are likely to 
affect the price and quantity traded for a 
range of goods and services. 
Students develop an understanding of the 
macro economy. 
Students investigate the importance of 
international economic relationships in 
terms of their influence on Australia’s 
living standards. 
 
Areas of Study: 

1. An introduction to microeconomics: 
the market system, resource 
allocation and government 
intervention 

2. Domestic macroeconomic goals 
3. Australia and the world economy 

 
 

Unit 4 Managing the economy 
 
Overview 
Students develop an understanding of 
how the Australian Government can alter 
the composition and level of government 
outlays and receipts to directly and 
indirectly influence the level of aggregate 
demand and the achievement of domestic 
macroeconomic goals. 
Students examine the role of the Reserve 
Bank of Australia (RBA) with a focus on 
its responsibility to alter the cost and 
availability of credit in the economy. 
Students investigate the role of both 
market-based and interventionist 
approaches to managing the supply side 
of the economy. 
 
Areas of Study: 

1. Aggregate demand policies and 
domestic economic stability 

2. Aggregate supply policies 

 
 

Outcomes and Assessment  
School assessed coursework 
Unit 3 
Outcome 1: 40% 
Outcome 2: 30% 
Outcome 3: 30% 
 
Unit 4 
Outcome 1: 60% 
Outcome 2: 40% 
 
End-of-year examination, which will contribute 50 per cent. 
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English / English as an Additional Language 1-2 
 
 
Unit 1 English 
 
Overview 
In this unit students read and respond to 
texts analytically and creatively. They 
analyse arguments and the use of 
persuasive language in texts and create 
their own texts.  
 
Area of Study 1: Reading and Creating 
Texts 
In this area of study students explore how 
meaning is created in a text. Students 
identify, discuss and analyse decisions 
authors have made. 
 
Outcome 1: Students will present two 
responses to texts, one analytical and 
one creative. 
 
Area of Study 2: Analysing and 
Presenting Argument 
In this area of study students focus on the 
analysis and construction of texts that 
attempt to influence an audience. 
 
Outcome 2: Students will write a 
response which identifies and analyses 
how argument and persuasive language 
are used and create a text which presents 
a point of view 
 
 

Unit 2 English 
 

Overview 
In this unit students compare the 
presentation of ideas, issues and themes 
in texts. They analyse arguments 
presented and the use of persuasive 
language in texts and create their own 
texts intended to position audiences.  
 
Area of Study 1: Reading and 
Comparing Texts 
In this area of study students explore how 
comparing texts can provide a deeper 
understanding of ideas, issues and 
themes. 
 
Outcome 1: Students will complete a 
response which compares the 
presentation of ideas, issues and themes 
in two texts. 
 
Area of Study 2: Analysing and 
presenting argument 
In this area of study students build on 
their understanding of argument and the 
use of persuasive language in texts that 
attempt to influence an audience. 
 
Outcome 2: Students will write a 
response which identifies and analyses 
how argument and persuasive language 
are 

 
 
 

Assessments 
Oral presentation 
Analytical and creative text responses 
Persuasive text response 
End of unit examination 
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English / English as an Additional Language 3-4 
 

 
Unit 3 English EAL 
 
Overview 
In this unit students read and respond to 
texts analytically and creatively. They 
analyse arguments and the use of 
persuasive language in texts. 
 
Area of Study 1: Reading and Creating 
texts  
In this area of study students identify, 
discuss and analyse how the features of 
selected texts create meaning and how 
they influence interpretation. 
 
Outcome 1: Students will produce an 
analytical interpretation of a selected text 
(30 marks), and a creative response to a 
different selected text (30 marks). EAL 
students – Analytical or Creative 
response (40 marks). 
 
Area of Study 2: Analysing Argument 
In this area of study students analyse and 
compare the use of argument and 
language in texts that debate a topical 
issue. 
 
Outcome 2: Students will analyse and 
compare the use of argument and 
persuasive language in texts that present 
a point of view on an issue currently 
debated in the media. Analysis and 
comparison of argument (40 marks). EAL 
students – Short answer responses (10 
marks), Analysis and comparison of 
argument (30 marks). 
 
Area of Study 3: EAL students only – 
Listening to texts 
In this area of study students develop and 
refine their listening skills. They listen to a 
range of spoken texts and use active 
listening strategies to understand 
information, ideas and opinions presented 
in texts. 
 

Outcome 3: Students will answer 
questions about a spoken text. 
Comprehending a spoken text (20 marks) 
 
 
Unit 4 English EAL 
 
Overview 
In this unit students compare the 
presentation of ideas, issues and themes 
in texts. They create an oral presentation 
intended to positon audiences about an 
issue currently debated in the media. 
 
Area of Study 1: Reading and 
Comparing Texts  
In this area of study students explore the 
meaningful connections between two 
texts. 
 
Outcome 1: Students will produce a 
detailed comparison which analyses how 
two selected texts present ideas, issues 
and themes. For both English and EAL 
students – Detailed comparison (60 
marks) 
 
Area of Study 2: Presenting Argument 
In this area of study students build their 
understanding of both the analysis and 
construction of texts that attempt to 
influence audiences. 
 
Outcome 2: Students will construct a 
sustained and reasoned point of view on 
an issue currently debated in the media. 
For both English and EAL students – 
Written explanation of Point of View (10 
marks), Oral Presentation of Point of 
View (30 marks) 
 
Assessment 
The final examination is worth 50% of the 
mark 
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English Language 1-2 
 
 

Unit 1 English Language 
 
Overview 
In this unit, students consider the way 
language is organised so that its users 
have the means to make sense of their 
experiences and to interact with others. 
Students explore the various functions of 
language and the nature of language as 
an elaborate system of signs. The 
relationship between speech and writing 
as the dominant modes of language and 
the impact of situational and cultural 
contexts on language choices are also 
considered. Students investigate 
children’s ability to acquire language and 
the stages of language acquisition across 
a range of subsystems. 
 
Area of Study 1: The Nature and 
Functions of Language 
 
In this area of study students explore the 
nature of language and the various 
functions language performs in a range of 
contexts. They consider the properties 
that distinguish human communication as 
unique, the differences between modes of 
spoken and written language, and the 
relationship between meaning and the 
rules that govern language use. Students 
are introduced to the theory that language 
is a system of signs and conventions and 
that while the relationship between words 
and meanings may be arbitrary, our use 
of language is rule-governed and 

informed by accepted systems, such as 
word order. 
 
Outcome 1: On completion of this unit 
the student should be able to identify and 
describe primary aspects of the nature 
and functions of human language. 
 
 
Area of Study 2: Language Acquisition 
 
This area of study focuses on the 
developmental stages of child language 
acquisition. Students explore how in 
addition to words and their meanings, 
children learn to use the phonological and 
grammatical conventions of the language, 
as well as the appropriate use of these 
conventions in different social situations. 
As children acquire language, they can 
be seen to change their language system 
gradually in response to the language use 
of others. At different stages, children’s 
language develops across a range of 
subsystems allowing for increasingly 
complex communication and a greater 
range of functions. 
 
Outcome 2: On completion of this unit 
the student should be able to describe 
what children learn when they acquire 
language and discuss a range of 
perspectives on how language is 
acquired 
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English Language 1-2 
 
 

Unit 2 English Language 
 

Overview 
In this unit, students focus on language 
change. Languages are dynamic and 
language change is an inevitable and a 
continuous process. Students consider 
factors contributing to change over time in 
the English language and factors 
contributing to the spread of English. 
They explore texts from the past and from 
the present, considering how all 
subsystems of the language system are 
affected – phonetics and phonology, 
morphology and lexicology, syntax, 
discourse and semantics. Attitudes to 
language change vary considerably and 
these are also considered. 
 
Area of Study 1: English Across Time 
This area of study examines the changes 
that have occurred in English over time. 
Students investigate the factors that bring 
about language change, including those 
that come from within the language itself, 
from social transformation, and from 
contact with other languages. They 
explore language change across all 
subsystems as represented in texts that 
traverse the history of English. Students 
examine the origins of English as a 
member of the Germanic branch of the 
Indo-European language family, tracing 
its development from Old through to Early 
Modern English and to the establishment 
of a standard language in the eighteenth 
century. Students explore the 
development of Australian English as a 
distinct national variety, the impact of 
technological advancement on English 
and the possibilities for the future of 
English. 
 
Outcome 1:  
Students should be able to describe 
language change as represented in a 

range of texts and analyse a range of 
attitudes to language change. 
 
 
Area of Study 2: Englishes in Contact 
 
In this area of study students consider the 
effects of the global spread of English by 
learning about both the development and 
decline of languages as a result of 
English contact, the elevation of English 
as a global lingua franca and the cultural 
consequences of language contact. 
Students explore the ways English is 
used as an expression of culture in a 
range of literary, transactional and 
popular-culture texts. Students explore 
factors that contributed to the spread of 
English in the past, such as trade and 
colonisation, and factors that continue to 
contribute to the spread of English today. 
Students consider the consequences of 
the growth of English as an additional or 
a foreign language, including the 
development of English-based pidgins, 
creoles and other varieties, and its effect 
on indigenous languages around the 
world. Students become familiar with the 
distinctive features of a number of 
national, ethnic and regional varieties of 
English and explore the ways that these 
varieties show the effects of intensive 
contact with other languages. 
 
Outcome 2: 
On completion of this unit the student 
should be able to describe and explain 
the effects of the global spread of English 
in terms of both conformity and diversity, 
through a range of spoken and written 
text 
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English Language 3-4 
 
 

Unit 3 English Language 
 

Overview 
In this unit students investigate English 
language in contemporary Australian 
social settings, along a continuum of 
informal and formal registers. They 
consider language as a means of social 
interaction, exploring how through written 
and spoken texts we communicate 
information, ideas, attitudes, prejudices 
and ideological stances. Students 
examine the stylistic features of formal 
and informal language in both spoken 
and written modes: the grammatical and 
discourse structure of language; the 
choice and meanings of words within 
texts; how words are combined to convey 
a message; the purpose in conveying a 
message; and the particular context in 
which a message is conveyed. Students 
learn how to describe the interrelationship 
between words, sentences and text as a 
means of exploring how texts construct 
message and meaning. 
 
Area of Study 1: Informal Language 
On completion of this unit the student 
should be able to identify and analyse 
distinctive features of informal language 
in written and spoken texts (50 marks). 
  
Area of Study 2: Formal Language 
On completion of this unit the student 
should be able to identify and analyse 
distinctive features of formal language in 
written and spoken texts (50 marks). 

Unit 4 English Language 
 

Overview 
In this unit students focus on the role of 
language in establishing and challenging 
different identities. There are many 
varieties of English used in contemporary 
Australian society, including national, 
regional, cultural and social variations. 
Standard Australian English is the variety 
that is granted prestige in contemporary 
Australian society and it has a role in 
establishing national identity. However, 
non-Standard English varieties also play 
a role in constructing users’ social and 
cultural identities. Students examine a 
range of texts to explore the ways 
different identities are constructed. 
 
Area of Study 1: Language Variation in 
Australian Society 
On completion of this unit the student 
should be able to investigate and analyse 
varieties of Australian English and 
attitudes towards them. 
 
Area of Study 2: Individual and Group 
Identities 
On completion of this unit the student 
should be able to analyse how people’s 
choice of language reflects and 
constructs their identities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Assessment 
Assessment tasks for these units are selected from the following: 
Investigative report, essay, case study, short-answer questions, analysis of spoken and/or 
written texts, analytical commentaries. 
 
End of unit examination (Unit 1-2) 
End of year examination (Unit 3-4) 
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Food Studies 1-4 
 
 

Unit 1: Food origins 
 
Overview 
This unit focuses on food from historical 
and cultural perspectives. Students 
investigate the origins and roles of food 
through time and across the world. 
Students explore how humanity has 
historically sourced its food, examining 
the general progression from hunter-
gatherer to rural-based agriculture, to 
today’s urban living global trade in food. 
Students consider the origins and 
significance of food through inquiry into 
particular food-producing regions of the 
world. Students also investigate 
Australian indigenous food prior to 
European settlement and how food 
patterns have changed over time. 
Students investigate cuisines that are part 
of Australia’s culinary identity today and 
reflect on the concept of an Australian 
cuisine. They consider the influence of 
technology and globalisation on food 
patterns 
 
Area of Study 1: Food around the 
world  
Area of Study 2: Food in Australia 
 
Unit 2: Food makers 
 
Overview 
In this unit students investigate food 
systems in contemporary Australia, 
exploring both commercial food 
production industries and food production 
in small-scale domestic settings. Students 
gain insight into the significance of food 
industries to the Australian economy and 
investigate the capacity of industry to 
provide safe, high-quality food that meets 
the needs of consumers. 
Students produce foods and consider a 
range of evaluation measures to compare 
their foods to commercial products. They 
consider the effective provision and 

preparation of food in the home, and 
analyse the benefits and challenges of 
developing and using practical food skills 
in daily life. Students design new food 
products and adapt recipes to suit 
particular needs and circumstances 
 
Area of Study 1: Food Industries  
Area of Study 2: Food in the home 
 
Unit 3: Food in daily life 
 
Overview 
This unit investigates the many roles and 
everyday influences of food. Students 
explore the science of food –  the 
physiology of eating, the microbiology of 
digestion and appreciating food. They 
also investigate the functional properties 
of food and the changes that occur during 
food preparation and cooking. Students 
analyse the scientific rationale behind the 
Australian Dietary Guidelines and the 
Australian Guide to Healthy Eating and 
develop their understanding of diverse 
nutrient requirements. 
Students also investigate how 
communities, families and individuals 
change their eating patterns over time 
and how our food values and behaviours 
develop within social environments. 
Students inquire into the role of food in 
shaping and expressing identity and 
connectedness and the ways in which 
food information can be filtered and 
manipulated. They investigate 
behavioural principles that assist in the 
establishment of lifelong, healthy dietary 
patterns. The practical component of this 
unit enables students to understand food 
science terminology and to apply specific 
techniques to the production of everyday 
food that facilitates the establishment of 
nutritious and sustainable meal patterns. 
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Food Studies continued 
 
Area of Study 1: The Science of Food  
Assessment: Outcome 1  
Explain the processes of eating and 
digesting food and absorption of 
macronutrients, explain causes and 
effects of food allergies, food intolerances 
and food contamination, analyse food 
selection models, and apply principles of 
nutrition and food science in the creation 
of food product. 
 
Area of Study 2: Food Choice, Health 
and Wellbeing  
Outcome 2 Explain and analyse factors 
affecting food access and choice, analyse 
the influences that shape an individual’s 
food values, beliefs and behaviours, and 
apply practical skills to create a range of 
healthy meals for children and families. 
 
Unit 4: Food issues, challenges and 
futures 
Overview 
In this unit students examine debates 
about global and Australian food systems. 
Students focus on issues related to the 
environment, ecology, ethics, farming 
practices, the development and 
application of technologies, and the 
challenges of food security, food safety, 
food wastage, and the use and 
management of water and land.  

 
 
 
 
Students also investigate individual 
responses to food information and 
misinformation and the development of 
food knowledge, skills and habits to 
empower consumers to make discerning 
food choices. Students consider how to 
assess information and draw evidence-
based conclusions, and apply this 
methodology to navigate contemporary 
food fads, trends and diets. Students’ 
food production repertoire reflects the 
Australian Dietary Guidelines and the 
Australian Guide to Healthy Eating. 
 
Area of Study 1: Food Environment 
and Ethics  
Assessment: Outcome 1 Explain a 
range of food systems issues, respond to 
a selected debate with analysis of 
problems and proposals for future 
solutions, apply questions of sustainability 
and ethics to the selected food issue and 
develop and create a food repertoire that 
reflects personal food values and goals. 
 
Area of Study 2: Navigating Food 
Information  
Outcome 2 Explain a variety of food 
information contexts, analyse the 
formation of food beliefs, evaluate a 
selected food trend, fad or diet and create 
food products that meet the Australian 
Dietary Guidelines, the AGtHE

 
Outcomes and Assessments: 
The assessment tasks are:a range of practical cooking activities and records of two 
practical cooking activities related to the functional properties of components of food  AND 
Any one or a combination of the following: short written report: media analysis, research 
inquiry, structured questions, case study analysis, an annotated visual report and an oral 
presentation or a practical demonstration 
 
Percentage contributions to the study score in Unit 3/4 VCE Food Studies are as 
follows:  

• Unit 3 School-assessed Coursework: 30 per cent – internally assessed 

• Unit 4 School-assessed Coursework: 30 per cent – Internally assessed 

• End-of-year examination: 40 per cent – externally assessed, 90 minutes covering key 
skills and knowledge from Units 3 and 4 
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French 1-2 
 
 

Unit 1 
Overview 
This comprises themes and topics, 
grammar, text types, vocabulary and 
kinds of writing. The themes and topics 
are subdivided into: 

 The individual 

 The French – speaking communities 

 The changing world 
 
Areas of Study 
Outcome 1: 
Students will complete one of the 
following: 

 Participate in a conversation, 
interview or role-play 

 Give a talk to the class about the 
selected subtopic, asking and 
answering questions 

Outcome 2: 
Students will complete one of the 
following: 

 Write a descriptive summary of a 
film including information from a 
review of the film 

 Listen to a conversation and view a 
map to write descriptions 

 Read an article and listen to an 
announcement to write instructions 

Outcome 3: 
Students will complete one of the 
following: 

 Create a written presentation 
which may include pictures; this may 
be supported by media such as 
Photo Story or PowerPoint 

 Write an imaginative children’s 
story 

 
 
 
 
 

Unit 2  
Overview 
This comprises themes and topics, 
grammar, text types, vocabulary and 
kinds of writing.The themes and topics 
are subdivided into: 

 The individual 

 The French – speaking communities 

 The changing world 
 
Areas of Study 
Outcome 1: 
Students will complete one of the 
following: 

 Write a personal answer to an email 

 Write an informative blog in 
response to texts 

 Respond in a written letter to a radio 
announcement or editorial 

Outcome 2: 
Students will complete one of the 
following: 

 Describe in writing an experience 
seen from different perspectives 

 Write a reflective article on a cultural 
insight, such as the attitudes of 
French-speaking people in Australia 
and elsewhere to traditional customs 

 Evaluate opposing arguments put 
forward on an issue, such as 
attitudes to health or the long-term 
impact of social media on society 

Outcome 3: 
Students will complete one of the 
following: 

 Narrate a life story, event or incident 
that highlights an aspect of culture 

 Tell the class a personal or reflective 
story about a cultural event 

 Present and explain an aspect of 
culture, referring to a portfolio or a 
PowerPoint presentation 

 
Outcomes and Assessment 
Satisfactory completion of each unit is based on the student demonstrating achievement of 
the set of outcomes specified for the unit.  
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French 3-4 
 
 
Unit 3 
 

Overview 
This comprises themes and topics, 
grammar, text types, vocabulary and 
kinds of writing. The themes and topics 
are subdivided into: 
*The Individual 
*The French–speaking communities 
*The world around us 
 
Unit 3 
Outcome 1 
Participate in a spoken exchange in 
French to resolve a personal issue. (20 
marks) 
Outcome 2 
Interpret information from texts and write 
a response in French. (15 marks) 
Outcome 3 
Express ideas in a personal, informative 
or imaginative piece of writing in French. 
(15 marks) 
 
Unit 3 Assessment 
A three to four minute role-play focusing 
on negotiating a solution to a personal 
issue. 
 
Responses to specific questions or 
instructions using information extracted 
from written, spoken and viewed texts on 
the selected subtopic. 
 
An approximately 250 word personal, 
informative or imaginative piece of writing 
 
 

Unit 4  
 

Overview 
This comprises themes and topics, 
grammar, text types, vocabulary and 
kinds of writing. The themes and topics 
are subdivided into: 
*The Individual 
*The French–speaking communities 
*The world around us 
 
Unit 4  
Outcome 1 
Share information, ideas and opinions in 
a spoken exchange in French. (20 marks) 
Outcome 2 
Analyse information from written, spoken 
and viewed texts for use in a written 
response in French. (15 marks) 
Outcome 3 
Present information, concepts and ideas 
in evaluative or persuasive writing on an 
issue in French. (15 marks) 
 
 
Unit 4 Assessment 
A three to four minute interview providing 
information and responding to questions 
about a cultural product or practice. 
 
An approximately 250 word written 
response for a specific audience and 
purpose, incorporating information from 
three or more texts. 
 
An approximately 300 word evaluative or 
persuasive piece of writing 

 
Outcomes and Assessments 
Satisfactory completion of each unit is based on the student demonstrating achievement in 
the three outcome areas for each Unit. 
Unit 3/4 External Assessment 
School assessed Coursework for Unit 3 and  4 will contribute 25% to the study score 
End of Year Examinations contribute 50% to the study score 

1. Oral Examination (15 minutes) 
2.Written Examination (2 hours plus 15 minutes reading time) 
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Geography 1-2 
 

 
Unit 1 Hazards and disasters 
 
Overview 
Area of Study 1: Characteristics of 
hazards 
Students examine hazards and hazard 
events before engaging in a study of at 
least two specific hazards. They study 
one from at least two different types of 
hazards; for example, volcanic eruption 
and bushfires, or floods and oil spills. The 
selection of hazards will allow students to 
use visual representations and 
topographical maps at various scales and 
undertake fieldwork. 
 
Area of Study 2: Response to hazards 
and disasters 
Students explore the nature and 
effectiveness of specific measures such 
as prediction and warning programs, 
community preparedness and land use 
planning as well as actions taken after 
hazards become harmful and destructive 
disasters. They study natural and human 
factors influencing the nature of human 
responses. Students investigate the 
human responses to the hazards selected 
in Area of Study 1 with reference to a 
variety of locations. 
 
Outcomes & Assessments 
Unit 1: 
Outcome 1: On completion of this unit 
the student should be able to analyse, 
describe and explain the nature of 
hazards and impacts of hazard events at 
a range of scales 
Outcome 2: On completion of this unit 
the student should be able to analyse and 
explain the nature, purpose and 

effectiveness of a range of responses to 
selected hazards and disasters. 
 
Unit 2 Tourism 
 
Overview 
Area of Study 1: Characteristics of 
tourism 
Students examine the characteristics of 
tourism, the location and distribution of 
different types of tourism and tourist 
destinations and the factors affecting 
different types of tourism. They 
investigate in detail at least one tourism 
location using appropriate fieldwork 
techniques, and one other location 
elsewhere in the world. 
 
Area of Study 2: Impact of tourism 
Students explore the environmental, 
economic and socio-cultural impacts of 
different types of tourism. They 
investigate at least one tourism location, 
using appropriate fieldwork techniques. 
Students investigate the interconnection 
of the two selected locations with their 
surrounding region and national context. 
 
Unit 2: 
Outcome 1: On completion of this unit 
the student should be able to analyse, 
describe and explain the nature of 
tourism at a range of scales. 
Outcome 2: On completion of this unit 
the student should be able to analyse and 
explain the impacts of tourism on people, 
places and environments and evaluate 
the effectiveness of strategies for 
managing tourism. For this unit students 
are required to demonstrate two 
outcomes.

 
Assessment 
The award of satisfactory completion for Unit 1 and 2 is based on whether the student has 
demonstrated a set of outcomes specified for this unit. Assessment tasks are: End of Unit 
Examination, a fieldwork report of approximately 1500-2000 words and at least one of the 
following: structured questions, a case study, a report, a folio of exercises. 
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Geography 3-4 
 
 
Unit 3 Changing the land 
Area of Study 1: Land use change 
Students investigate the land use change 
of a local area. They use appropriate 
fieldwork techniques and secondary 
sources to investigate and evaluate the 
processes and impacts of the land use 
change. 
 
Area of Study 2: Land cover change 
Students undertake an overview of global 
changes to land cover. Three major land 
cover processes are investigated: 
deforestation, desertification and melting 
glaciers and ice sheets. Students explain 
these processes, their impacts on land 
cover and discuss and evaluate 
responses to these land cover changes 
 
 
 

Unit 4 Human population – trends and 
issues 
Area of Study 1: Population dynamics 
Students investigate world population 
distribution, change and movement. They 
explore patterns of fertility and mortality 
and the reasons for population change in 
different parts of the world. Students also 
investigate population movements within 
and between countries with different 
economic and political conditions and 
social structures. 
 
Area of Study 2: Population issues and 
challenges 
Students undertake investigations into 
two significant population trends: a 
growing population of one country and an 
ageing population of another country. 
They investigate and evaluate the 
challenges and responses to these 
population trends 
 

 
Outcomes and Assessments 
Unit 3  
Outcome 1: On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse, describe 
and explain land use change and assess its impacts. 
Outcome 2: On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse, describe 
and explain processes that result in changes to land cover and discuss the impacts and 
responses resulting from these changes. 
Assessment: The award of satisfactory completion for this unit is based on whether the 
student has demonstrated the set of outcomes for Unit 3. The student’s level of 
achievement for Unit 3 will be determined by school assessed coursework which will 
contribute 25% to the study score. 
 
Unit 4 
Outcome 1: On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse, describe 
and explain population dynamics on a global scale. 
Outcome 2: On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse, describe 
and explain the nature of significant population issues and challenges in selected locations 
and evaluate responses. The student’s level of achievement for Unit 4 will be determined 
by school assessed coursework which will contribute 25% to the study score. 
 
End of year exam: the level of achievement for Units 3 & 4 is also assessed by a 2 hour 
end of year examination which will contribute 50%. All the key knowledge and skills that 
underpin the outcomes in Units 3 & 4 are examinable. 
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Health and Human Development 1-2 
 
 
Unit 1 Understanding health and 
wellbeing 
 
Overview 
This unit looks at health and wellbeing as 
a concept with varied and evolving 
perspectives and definitions. It takes the 
view that health and wellbeing are subject 
to a wide range of contexts and 
interpretations, with different meanings 
for different people. 
 
In this unit students identify personal 
perspectives and priorities relating to 
health and wellbeing, and enquire into 
factors that influence health attitudes, 
beliefs and practices, including among 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders.  
 
With a focus on youth, students build 
health literacy as they consider their own 
health as individuals and as a cohort.  
 
Areas of Study 

1. Health perspectives and influences 
2. Health and Nutrition 
3. Youth health and wellbeing 

 

Unit 2 Managing health and 
development 
 
Overview 
This unit investigates transitions in health 
and wellbeing, and development, from both 
lifespan and general perspectives.  
 
This unit promotes the application of 
health literacy skills as students look at 
and examine both changes and 
expectations that are part of the 
progression from youth to adulthood.  
 
Students enquire into the Australian 
healthcare system and extend their 
capacity to access, and analyse health 
information, whilst learning their rights 
and responsibilities in accessing care. 
 
Area of Study 

1. Developmental transitions 
2. Health care in Australia 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Outcomes and Assessments 
The award of satisfactory completion for a unit is based on the student demonstrating 
achievement of the set of outcomes specified for the unit.  
 
Demonstration of achievement of outcomes and satisfactory completion of a unit are 
determined by evidence gained through the assessment of a range of learning activities 
and tasks that include a written report, oral presentation, visual presentation, data analysis 
and/or test. 
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Health and Human Development 3-4 
 
 

Unit 3: Australia’s health in a globalised 
world 
 

Overview 
This unit looks at health, wellbeing and 
illness. Students begin to explore health 
and wellbeing as a global concept and to 
take a broader approach to inquiry.  
 
As students consider the benefits of 
optimal health and wellbeing and its 
importance, their thinking extends to 
health as a universal right.  
 
Students look at the fundamental 
conditions required for health 
improvement, as stated by the World 
Health Organization (WHO) and they use 
this knowledge as background to their 
analysis and evaluation of variations in 
the health status of Australians.  
 
Students look at various public health 
approaches and the interdependence of 
different models as they research health 
improvements and evaluate successful 
programs.  
 
Areas of Study 

1. Understanding health and 
wellbeing 

2. Promoting health and wellbeing 
  
Outcome 1: Explain the complex, 
dynamic and global nature of health and 
wellbeing, interpret and apply Australia’s 
health status data and analyse variations 
in health status. 
Outcome 2:   
Explain changes to public health 
approaches, analyse improvements in 
population health over time and evaluate 
health promotion strategies. 
 

Unit 4: Health and Human Development 
in a global context 
 

Overview 
This unit examines health, wellbeing and 
human development in a global context.  
 
Students use data to investigate and 
explore factors that contribute to health 
inequalities between and within countries. 
 
Students consider the health implications 
of increased globalisation and worldwide 
trends relating to climate change, digital 
technologies, world trade and the mass 
movement of people.  
 
Students focus on the United Nations’ 
(UN’s) Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) and the work of the World Health 
Organization (WHO) and investigate the 
role of non-government organisations and 
Australia’s overseas aid program. 
 
Areas of Study  

1. Health and wellbeing in a global 
context 

2. Health and the Sustainable 
Development Goals 

 
Outcome 1: Analyse similarities and 
differences in health status and burden of 
disease globally and the factors that 
contribute to differences in health and 
wellbeing. 
Outcome 2: Analyse relationships 
between the SDGs and their role in the 
promotion of health and human 
development, and evaluate the 
effectiveness of global aid programs 
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Health and Human Development continued 
 
Assessments 
Satisfactory completion of each unit is based on the student demonstrating achievement of 
the two outcomes. 
 
Unit 3: School assessed course work for Unit 3 contributes 25% to the final assessment. 
Outcome 1: A test, a case study, data analysis, oral presentation or visual presentation 
(50%) 
Outcome 2: A test, a case study, data analysis, oral presentation or visual presentation 
(50%) 
 
Unit 4: School assessed course work for Unit 4 contributes 25% to the final assessment. 
Outcome 1: A test, a case study, data analysis, oral presentation or visual presentation 
(50%) 
Outcome 2: A test, a case study, data analysis, oral presentation or visual presentation 
(50%) 
 
End of year examination: Contributes 50% to the final assessment.  
The examination will be set by a panel appointed by the VCAA. All the key knowledge and 
key skills that underpin the outcomes in Units 3 and 4 are examinable. 
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History Twentieth-Century 1-2 
 
 
Unit 1 – Twentieth-Century History  
(1918-39) 
Overview 
This unit explores some of the 
momentous events and new ideas that 
occurred in the first half of the 20th 
century.  It investigates the challenges to 
the `old world' and examines the new 
forms of economic and political 
organisation and cultural expression that 
emerged during this period. The unit is 
based on one or more historical contexts 
from within the specified time of 1918 to 
1939.  
 
Areas of Study 

1. Ideology and conflict 
2. Social and cultural change 

 
Unit 2 - Twentieth-Century History 
(1945-2000) 
Overview 
This unit considers some of the major 
themes and principal events of post-
World War 11 history, and the ways in 
which individuals and communities 
responded to the political, economic, 
social and technological developments in 
domestic, regional and international 
settings. The unit is based on one or 
more historical contexts from within the 
specified time of 1945 to 2000. 
 
Areas of Study 

1. Competing ideologies 
2. Challenge and change 

 
 
Outcomes and Assessment 
Satisfactory completion of each unit is based on the student demonstrating achievement of 
the 2 Outcomes specified in each unit.  
 
The assessment tasks for each unit will be selected from the following: analysis of primary 
sources, historical inquiry, essays, analysis of historical interpretations. A majority of the 
tasks must be in written form. Assessment is completed mostly in class and within a 
limited timeframe. 
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History Revolutions 3-4 
 
 
Unit 3 Revolutions Russia 
 
Areas of Study 

 Causes of revolution: the role of 
these in the collapse of the traditional 
government 
 

 Consequences of revolution: an 
evaluation of the consolidation of the 
revolution and the creation of a new 
society. 

Unit 4 Revolutions China 
 
Areas of Study 

 Causes of revolution: the role of 
these in the collapse of the traditional 
government. 
 

 Consequences of revolution: an 
evaluation of the consolidation of the 
revolution and the creation of a new 
society

 
 
Outcomes and Assessment 

 Evaluate the role of an idea, leader and/or movement in the revolution. 

 Analyse the challenges faced by the emerging new order and evaluate the nature of 
the new society created by the revolution. 

 
Satisfactory completion of each unit is based on the student demonstrating achievement of 
the two outcomes specified in each unit. 
 
Unit 3: 

 Outcome 1:  Evaluation of historical interpretations on Old Society (50%) 

 Outcome 2: Historical Inquiry on New Society (50%) 
 

Unit 4: 

 Outcome 1: Analysis of primary sources from Old Society (50%) 

 Outcome 2: An essay on New Society (50%) 
 
School assessed coursework for Unit 3 and Unit 4 contributes a total of 50% to the final 
assessment (25% for each unit) 
End of year exam contributes 50% to final assessment. 
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Legal Studies 1-2 
 

 
Unit 1 Guilt and Liability 
 
Overview 
In this unit students develop an 
understanding of legal foundations, such 
as the different types and sources 
of law and the existence of a court 
hierarchy in Victoria. Students investigate 
key concepts of criminal law and civil law 
and apply these to actual and/or 
hypothetical scenarios to determine 
whether an accused may be found guilty 
of a crime, or liable in a civil dispute. 
 
Area of Study 1: Legal Foundations 

 Principles of justice and fairness 

 Characteristics of an effective law 

 Sources of law and types of law 

 Overview of Victorian Court Hierarchy 
 

Area of Study 2: Presumption of 
Innocence 

 Purpose of criminal law 

 Concepts of criminal law 

 Types of criminal offences 

 Distinction between summary and 
indictable offences 
 

Area of Study 3: Civil Liability 

 Types and purposes of civil law 

 Concepts of civil law 

 Participants in a civil dispute 
 
 
 
 
 

Unit 2 Sanctions, remedies and rights 
 
Overview 
This unit focuses on the enforcement of 
criminal law and civil law, the methods 
and institutions that may be used to 
determine a criminal case or resolve a 
civil dispute, and the purposes and types 
of sanctions and remedies and their 
effectiveness. 
 
Area of Study 1: Sanctions 

 Institutions that enforce Criminal Law 

 An overview of the role of Victorian 
Courts and criminal jurisdiction 

 Role of the jury in a criminal trial 

 Purpose and types of sanctions 

 Factors considered by Judges in 
sentencing 

 Alternative approaches to sentencing 
 

Area of Study 2: Remedies 

 Methods used to resolve a civil 
dispute 

 Institutions that resolve civil disputes 

 Overview of the role of civil jurisdiction 
in Victorian courts 

 Role of the jury in a civil trial 

 Purposes and types of remedies 
 

Area of Study 3: Rights 

 Overview of the way in which rights 
are protected in Australia 

 Influence of international declarations 
and treaties 

 Possible reforms in the protection of 
rights in Australia. 

 
 
Assessment 
A wide range of assessment will be used in these units. These include: folio of exercises, 
structured questions, classroom presentation, role-play, debate, report, question and 
answer session.  
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Legal Studies 3-4 
 

 
Unit 3 – Rights and Justice 
Overview 
In this unit students examine the methods 
and institutions in the justice system and 
consider their appropriateness in 
determining criminal cases and resolving 
civil disputes. Students consider the 
Magistrates’ Court, County Court and 
Supreme Court within the Victorian court 
hierarchy, as well as other Victorian legal 
institutions and bodies available to assist 
with cases. 
 
Area of Study 1: The Victorian Criminal 
Justice System 

 Principles of Justice, fairness, equality 
and access 

 Key concepts of the Victorian Criminal 
system 

 Rights of the accused 

 Rights of the victims 

 Purpose of criminal procedures 

 Purpose of sanctions 

 Recent reforms and recommended 
reforms 

 
Area of Study 2: The Victorian Civil 
Justice System 

 Factors to consider when initiating a 
civil claim 

 Purposes of Consumer Affairs Victoria 

 Responsibilities of personnel in a civil 
trial 

 Purpose of remedies 

 Factors that affect the ability of the civil 
justice system to achieve the principles 
of justice 

Unit 4 – The People and the Law 
Overview 
In this unit, students explore how the 
Australian Constitution establishes the 
law-making powers of the Commonwealth 
and state parliaments, and protects the 
Australian people through structures that 
act as a check on parliament in law-
making. Students develop an 
understanding of the significance of the 
High Court in protecting and interpreting 
the Australian Constitution. 
 
Area of Study 1: The People and the 
Australian Constitution 

 Roles of the Crown and Houses of 
Parliament  

 The means by which the Australian 
Constitution acts as a check on 
Parliament law making 

 Impact of international declarations 
and treaties on the interpretation of 
external affairs powers 

 
Area of Study 2: The People, the 
Parliaments and the Courts 

 Factors that affect the ability of 
Parliament to make laws 

 The roles of Victorian courts and the 
High Court in law making 

 Factors that affect the ability of Courts 
to make laws 

 Reasons for law reforms 

 The ability and means by which 
individuals can influence law making 

 Role of the Victorian Law Commission 

 
Assessment 
Assessment will be selected from a folio of exercises, case studies, essays, multimedia 
presentations, structured questions, a report in written format 
Satisfactory completion of the unit is based on the student demonstrating achievement of 
the outcomes specified in the units. 
 
School assessed course work for Unit 3 and 4 contributes 25% each to the final 
assessment. End of year exam contributes 50% to final assessment 



 

72 

 

 

Literature 1-4 
 
 
Unit 1 Literature 
In this unit students focus on the ways in 
which the interaction between text and 
reader creates meaning. Students 
respond creatively, critically and 
reflectively to the ideas and concerns of 
texts. 
Areas of Study 

 Reading practices 

 ideas and concerns in texts 
 
Unit 2 Literature 
In this unit students explore the ways 
literary texts connect with each other and 
the world. Drawing on a range of texts, 
students consider the relationships 
between authors, audiences and 
contexts. 
Areas of Study 

 The text, the reader and their 
contexts 

 Exploring connections between 
texts 

Outcomes and Assessments 
Unit 1 
1. Respond to a range of texts and 

reflect on influences shaping these 
responses. 

2. Analyse the ways in which a selected 
text reflects or comments on the ideas 
and concerns of individuals and 
particular groups in society. 

Unit 2 
1. Analyse and respond critically and 

creatively to the ways a text from a 
past era and/or a different culture 

reflects or comments on ideas and 
concerns. 

2. Compare texts considering the nature 
of texts and how they influence each 
other. 

Unit 3  
In this unit students consider how the 
form of a text affects meaning, and how 
writers construct their texts.  
Areas of Study  

 Adaptations and transformations 

 Creative responses to texts 
 
Unit 4 Literature 
In this unit students develop critical and 
analytic responses to texts.  
Areas of Study  

 Literary perspectives  

 Close analysis  
Outcomes 
Unit 3  
1. Analyse the extent to which meaning 
changes when a text is adapted to a 
different form. 
2. Respond creatively to a text and 
comment on the connections between the 
text and the response. 
Unit 4  
1. Produce an interpretation of a text 
using different literary perspectives to 
inform your view. 
2. Analyse features of texts and develop 
and justify interpretations of texts. 
3. An interpretation of a text, using three 
selected passages 
 
 

Assessments 
Unit 3  
Outcome 1. Compare a dramatized version from a text with the original text. 
Outcome 2. An original piece of writing in the style and context of the original text OR a 
re-creation of an aspect of the text in another form (with a reflective commentary). 
Unit 4  
Outcome 1. A written interpretation of a text using two different literacy perspectives. 
Outcome 2. A close textual analysis of a text. 
Assessment tasks for Units 3 and 4 contribute 25% each to the final assessment.  
The examination contributes 50% to the final assessment.  
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Mathematics Foundation Mathematics 1-2 
 
 
Unit 1 – Foundation Mathematics 
Areas of Study 

 Space, Shape & Design 

 Patterns & Number 
 

Unit 2 – Foundation Mathematics 
Areas of Study 

 Data 

 Measurement 

 
 
Foundation Mathematics Units 1 & 2 provides students with basic mathematical skills and 
has an emphasis on computation, with and without technology. The use of mathematics in 
practical contexts and applying it to real life situations is the focus of these units. These 
students would not intend to undertake Unit 3 and 4 studies in VCE Mathematics in the 
following year. 
 
Note: Foundation Mathematics 1 & 2 is a TERMINAL subject. 
 
Outcomes & Assessments 

For each unit students are required to demonstrate achievement in three outcomes. 

1. Demonstrating competent skills in all the areas of study;  

2. Using known mathematical procedures in a variety of non-routine contexts; and  

3. Using appropriate technology in practical contexts.  
 
The assessment tasks used to demonstrate these outcomes will include assignments, 
summary or review notes, tests and an exam. The assignments can include activities such 
as a report on an application of mathematics or a multimedia presentation. 
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Mathematics: General Mathematics 1-2/Further Mathematics 3-4 
 
 

Unit 1 General Mathematics 

Areas of Study 

 Algebra & Structure  

 Arithmetic & Number 

 Statistics 
 
 

Unit 2 General Mathematics 

Areas of Study 

 Discrete Mathematics 

 Statistics 

 Geometry, Measurement & 
Trigonometry

General Mathematics Units 1 & 2 provide students with the necessary preparation to 
undertake Further Mathematics Units 3 & 4. There is a strong emphasis on using real 
arithmetic, lists and tables, geometric diagrams and constructions, algebraic manipulation, 
equations and graphs with and without technology. 

Outcomes and Assessment 

For each unit students are required to demonstrate achievement in three outcomes. 

1. Demonstrating competent skills in all the areas of study;  

2. Using known mathematical procedures in a variety of non-routine contexts; and  

3. Using appropriate technology in practical contexts.  

The assessment tasks used to demonstrate these outcomes will include assignments, 
summary or review notes, tests, modelling tasks, problem-solving tasks, mathematical 
investigations and an exam. 
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Mathematics: General Mathematics 1-2/Further Mathematics 3-4 
 
 

Unit 3 Further Mathematics 

Areas of Study 

 Data Analysis 

 Recursion & Financial Modelling 
 
Students study a core component on 
Data Analysis and Recursion. 

 

Unit 4 Further Mathematics 

Areas of Study 

 Matrices  

 Geometry & Measurement  
 

Students study two modules known as 
‘Applications”. These modules are on 
Matrices and Geometry & Trigonometry

 

Outcomes & Assessments 

Students are required to demonstrate achievement of three outcomes in each unit. The 
outcomes for both units are the same as for Units 1 & 2. This means that students must be 
able to solve routine and non-routine mathematical problems and be able to use 
technology as a problem-solving tool.  

 
The school-assessed coursework in Unit 3 will contribute 20% to the final assessment.  
This coursework consists of an Application Task and a Modelling/Problem Solving task.  

 
The school-assessed coursework in Unit 4 will contribute 14% to the final assessment.   
This coursework consists of two Modelling or Problem Solving tasks.  

 
The level of achievement for Units 3 and 4 is also assessed by two end-of-year 
examinations, and a CAS calculator is allowed in both exams. Therefore competent and 
efficient use of a CAS calculator is essential in both exams.  

 Exam 1 contributes 33% of final mark.  

 Exam 2 contributes 33% of final mark. 
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Mathematics: Mathematical Methods 1-2 
 
 

Unit 1 Mathematical Methods 

Areas of Study 

 Functions & Graphs  

 Algebra 

 

Unit 2 Mathematical Methods 

Areas of Study 

 Calculus 

 Probability and Statistics

 

Mathematical Methods Units 1 & 2 provide students with the necessary preparation to 
undertake Mathematical Methods Units 3 & 4. There is a strong emphasis on using 
mathematics in practical contexts, particularly involving Algebra and Calculus. 

 
Outcomes & Assessments 

For each unit students are required to demonstrate achievement in three outcomes. 

1. Demonstrating competent skills in all the areas of study;  

2. Using known mathematical procedures in a variety of non-routine contexts; and  

3. Using appropriate technology in practical contexts.  
 

The assessment tasks used to demonstrate these outcomes will include assignments, 
summary or review notes, tests and an exam. The assignments can include tasks which 
model real-world problems and which rely on accurate and efficient use of the graphics 
calculator. 
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Mathematics: Mathematical Methods 3-4 
 

 
 
Unit 3 Mathematical Methods 
Areas of Study 

 Functions & Graphs  

 Algebra 

 Calculus (Differentiation) 
 

Students develop and extend their skills 
in many of the areas covered in Units 1 
and 2. 

 

Unit 4 Mathematical Methods 
Areas of Study 

 Calculus 

 Probability and Statistics 
 

Students develop and extend their skills 
in many of the areas covered in Units 1 
and 2, particularly in integral calculus and 
probability density functions. 
 

 

Outcomes and Assessment 

Students are required to demonstrate achievement of three outcomes in each unit. The 
outcomes for both units are the same as for Units 1 & 2. This means that students must be 
able to solve routine and non-routine mathematical problems and be able to use 
technology as a problem-solving tool. There will be technology free (no calculator or notes) 
and technology active (calculator and bound document allowed) tests to assess the 
satisfactory completion of these units. 

The three School-Assessed Coursework tasks (SACs) contribute 34% to the overall score. 

 One Functions & Calculus Applications SAC in Unit 3 will contribute 17% to the final 
assessment.  

 Two modelling or problem-based SACs in Unit 4 will each contribute 17% to the 
final assessment.  

 

Two end-of-year examinations contribute 66% of the Study Score.  

 Exam 1 (short answer questions, non-calculator and no resources allowed) 
contributes 22% of final mark.  

 Exam 2 (multiple choice and extended response questions, CAS calculator and 
bound reference allowed) contributes 44% of final mark. 
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Mathematics: Specialist Mathematics 1- 2 

 
Units 1 & 2 provides students with the necessary preparation to undertake Specialist 
Mathematics Units 3 & 4. There is a strong emphasis on using mathematics in practical 
contexts, particularly the use of algebra as a problem-solving tool.  
 
 
Unit 1 Specialist Mathematics 
Areas of Study 

 Complex numbers 

 Number systems and recursion 

 Geometry and proof 
 

Unit 2 Specialist Mathematics 
Areas of Study 

 Vectors in the Plane 

 Graphs of non-linear relations 

 Statistics and sampling 
distributions 

 
 
Units 1 & 2 provides students with the necessary preparation to undertake Specialist 
Mathematics Units 3 & 4. There is a strong emphasis on using mathematics in practical 
contexts, particularly the use of algebra as a problem-solving tool.  
 
Outcomes and Assessment 
For each unit students are required to demonstrate achievement in three outcomes. 

1. Demonstrating competent skills in all the areas of study;  
2. Using known mathematical procedures in a variety of non-routine contexts; and  
3. Using appropriate technology in practical contexts.  

 
The assessment tasks used to demonstrate these outcomes will include assignments, 
summary or review notes, tests and an exam. The assignments can include tasks which 
model real-world problems and which rely on accurate and efficient use of the graphics 
calculator.  
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Mathematics: Specialist Mathematics 3- 4 
 
 
Unit 3 Specialist Mathematics 
 
Students undertaking Specialist Mathematics will 
enhance their skills in mathematics beyond the 
Mathematical Methods course, and thus it can 
only be undertaken by students who are also 
enrolled in Mathematical Methods.  
 
Areas of Study 

 Functions & Graphs 

 Algebra 

 Calculus 

 

Unit 4 Specialist Mathematics 
 
Students undertaking Specialist Mathematics will 
enhance their skills in mathematics beyond the 
Mathematical Methods course, and thus it can 
only be undertaken by students who are also 
enrolled in Mathematical Methods.  
 
Areas of Study 

 Vectors 

 Mechanics 

 Probability & Statistics 
 

 

 
Outcomes and Assessments 
Students are required to demonstrate achievement of three outcomes in each unit. The 
outcomes for both units are the same as for Units 1 & 2. This means that students must be 
able to solve routine and non-routine mathematical problems and be able to use 
technology as a problem-solving tool. There will be technology free (no calculator or notes) 
and technology active (calculator and bound document allowed) tests to assess the 
satisfactory completion of these units. 
 
The school-assessed coursework in Unit 3 will contribute 17% to the final assessment.  
 
The school-assessed coursework in Unit 4 will contribute 17% to the final assessment.  
 
The level of achievement for Units 3 and 4 is also assessed by two end-of-year 
examinations.  

 Exam 1 (short answer questions, non-calculator and no resources allowed) 
contributes 22% of final mark.  

 Exam 2 (multiple choice and extended response questions, CAS calculator and 
bound reference allowed) contributes 44% of final mark. 
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Media 1-2 
 
 
Unit 1 Representation and Technology 
 

Overview 
This unit studies how media technology 
affects the individual and society. 
Students develop practical and analytical 
skills, including an understanding of how 
codes and conventions contribute to the 
creation of meaning in media products, 
and the role and significance of selection 
processes in the construction of such 
products. 
 
Areas of Study 

 Representation in the media 

 Technologies of representation 

 New media 
 
 

 

Unit 2 Media Production and the 
Australian Media Industry 
Overview 
This unit develops an awareness of the 
specialist production stages and roles 
within the collaborative organisation of 
media production. Students develop 
practical skills through assigned roles in 
specific stages of a media production. 
Students will analyse issues concerning 
the stages and roles in the media 
production process and the contexts 
within which Australian media production 
takes place.  
 
Areas of Study 

 Media production 

 Australian media organisation 

 Media Industry Development 
 

 
Outcomes and Assessment 
 
Satisfactory completion of the unit requires the student to demonstrate achievement of the 
three Outcomes specified in each unit. The assessment tasks for these units will be 
selected from the following: radio or audio sequences, audio visual or video sequences, 
photographs, print layouts, multimedia sequence(s) or presentations (including website 
and data show presentations), posters, tests, short written reports, oral reports, at least 
one of the assessments for each unit must be in written form. They must be completed 
mainly in class and within a limited time frame. 
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Media 3-4 
 
 
Unit 3 Narrative and Media Production 
Design 
 

Areas of Study 

 Narrative: a key element in the 
construction of meaning in media 
products. 

 Media production design: is an 
essential and creative stage of the 
production process 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unit 4 Media Process, Social Values 
and Media Influence 
 

Areas of Study 

 Media process: Each medium has a 
specific production process and a set 
of work practices which are both 
appropriate to the particular medium 
and to the nature of the type of product 
being produced within that form. 

 Social values: The media are social 
and cultural institutions. The texts they 
produce both shape and reflect the 
society in which they operate in their 
subject matter, organisation structure 
and values. 

 Media influence: Ongoing 
considerations inform discussion of the 
relationship between media, its 
function and influence.

Outcomes and Assessment 
 

1. Discuss the nature and function of production and story elements in fictional media 
texts and explain how the combinations of these elements structure the narrative to 
engage an audience. 

2. Demonstrate a variety of media skills which will contribute to the preparation of a media 
production design plan, including the use of a range of technical equipment, processes 
and applications. 

3. Prepare a media production design plan incorporating specifications appropriate for the 
chosen media product 

4. Produce a media product for an identified audience from the media production design 
plan prepared in Unit 3. 

5. Discuss the ways in which social values shape the content of a media text and analyse 
how social values are reflected in that text. 

6. Discuss notions of media influence and analyse issues about the nature and extent of 
media influence. 

 Outcome 1: Written analyses or tests on media texts (5%)  

 Outcome 2: Two technical exercises relevant to the production design (5%) 

 Outcome 3: Media design plan.  

 Outcome 1: Media product based on the design plan from unit 3 

 Outcome 2: Written analyses and tests (5%) 

 Outcome 3: written analyses and tests. (5%) 
School assessed course work for Unit 3 (Outcomes 1 and 2) and for Unit 4 (Outcomes 2 
and 3) contribute 10% to the final assessment. School assessed coursework for Outcome 
3 Unit 3 and Outcome 1 Unit 4 contribute 30% to the final assessment End of year exam 
contributes 50 % of final assessment. 
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Music Style and Composition 1-4 
 
 
Unit 1- Music Style & Composition 
This unit involves a study of different 
styles, traditions, times and places. 
 
Areas of Study 

 Responses to music 

 Organisation and context 
Creative responses 
 

Unit 2- Music Style & Composition 
This unit focuses on an exploration of 
music that is used within 
multidisciplinary form. 
 

 Areas of Study 

 Responses to music 

 Organisation and context 

 Creative processes in music for 
multidisciplinary form 

 
Outcomes & Assessments 
Tasks will include studies of music within and between cultures and traditions, composing 
and arranging, using traditional and/or digital means. Assessment will be based on written 
reports and oral and multimedia presentations. 
 
 
Unit 3- Music Styles 
This unit focuses on an understanding 
of creative processes; a detailed 
exploration of music style and context 
and the formulation and presentation 
of critical responses.  
 
Areas of Study 

 Responses to music 

 Organisation and context 
Creative responses 

Unit 4- Music Styles  
This unit focuses on the creation of an 
original music work. 
 
Areas of Study 

 Responses to music 

 Organisation and context 

 Creative processes 
 

 
Outcomes and Assessments 
Unit 3 
Outcome 1: 60 marks – Aurally analyse music and make critical responses to music 
Outcome 2: 60 marks – Analyse and describe the use of the elements of music and 
compositional devices in music works, and discuss the style and the context from which 
the works emerged. 
Outcome 3: Externally assessed – Develop creative exercises in response to 
characteristics of music studied. 
Unit 4 
Outcome 1: 60 marks – Aurally analyse music and make critical responses to music. 
Outcome 2: 60 marks – Analyse and explain the use of the elements of music and 
compositional devices in a music work, and discuss the style and the context from which 
the work emerged. 
Outcome 3:  Externally assessed – Create, document and evaluate an original work. 
 
Unit 3 school assessed coursework contributes to 15% to the study score.  
Unit 4 coursework contributes 15% to the study score. 
External assessment (Unit 3&4 Outcome 3) will contribute 30% to the study score. 
End of year examination contributes 40% to the study score.   
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Music Performance 1-2 
 

 
Unit 1 Music Performance 
 
This unit focuses on achieving flexibility in 
music performance. 
 
Areas of Study 

 Performance  

 Preparing for performance 

 Music language 
 
 
 
 

Unit 2 Music Performance 
 
This unit continues with the development 
of performance skills and focuses on 
analysis of music being prepared for 
performance. 
 
Areas of Study 

 Performance  

 Preparing for performance 

 Music language 

 Organisation of sound

Outcomes and Assessment 
 
A satisfactory completion of the unit is based on the student demonstrating achievement of 
three Outcomes specified for Unit 1 and four Outcomes for Unit 2. 
The tasks will include a program(s) of contrasting solo and group works, technical 
exercises, theory, aural and listening analysis 
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Music Performance 3-4 
 
 
Unit 3  Music Solo Performance  
 
Unit 3 focuses on the preparation and 
presentation of performances in solo and 
ensemble contexts. Aural comprehension 
and understanding of characteristics of 
works relevant to performance are also 
developed.   
 
Areas of Study 

 Performance  

 Preparing for performance 

 Music language 
 

Unit 4  Music Solo Performance  
 
Unit 4 focuses on the preparation and 
presentation of performances in solo and 
ensemble contexts. Aural comprehension 
and understanding of characteristics of 
works relevant to performance are also 
developed. 
 
Areas of Study 

 Performance  

 Preparing for performance 

 Music language 

 
Outcomes and Assessment 
Unit 3 
Outcome 1: S/N - Prepare and perform a program of solo & group works. 
Outcome 2: 50 marks - Demonstrate and discuss techniques relevant to performance of 
selected works. 
Outcome 3. 50 marks - Identify, re-create, notate and transcribe short excerpts of music, 
and discuss the interpretation of expressive elements of music in pre-recorded works.. 
 
Unit 4 
Outcome 1: S/N – prepare and perform a solo program 
Outcome 2: 50 marks - Demonstrate and discuss techniques relevant to refining the 
performance of selected works. 
Outcome 3: S/N – Identify, recreate, notate and transcribe short excerpts of music and 
discuss the interpretation of expressive elements of music in pre-recorded works. 
 
Study Score: 
Unit 3 school assessed coursework contributes 20% to study score. 
Unit 4 school assessed coursework contributes 10% to the study score.  
End of year external examination: Performance examination, duration 25 minutes, 
contributes 50% to the study score. 
Aural and written examination, contributes 20% to the study score 
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Music Investigation 3-4 
 
 
Unit 3  
 
In this unit students select a work from a 
prescribed list as the basis for an 
investigation of a Focus Area. 
They explore the Focus Area through 
three complementary areas of study. 
 
Areas of Study 

 Investigation 

 Composition/improvisation/arrange
ment  

 Performance 
 
 

Unit 4 
 
In this unit students continue the 
exploration within the Focus Area they 
began in Unit 3. In Unit 4 the 
Investigation involves the preparation of 
program notes to accompany their end-
of-year performance program.  
 
Areas of Study 

 Preparing a Performer’s Statement 

 Composition/improvisation/arrange
ment  

 Performance 
 
 

 
 
Outcomes and Assessment 

Unit 3 
Outcome 1: 40 marks – Demonstrate understanding of practices and issues that inform 
performance of works that are representative of a selected music style, tradition and/or 
genre relevant to the Investigation Topic. 
Outcome 2: 40 marks - Compose, improvise and/or arrange original music exercises and 
document and discuss music characteristics and performance practices relevant to the 
Investigation Topic. 
Outcome 3: 20 marks – Present a performance of music works and communicate 
knowledge and understanding of a specific music style, tradition and/or genre relevant to 
the Investigation Topic.  
 
 
Unit 4 
Outcome 1: S/N – Explain and justify their interpretative approach to performance of a 
program of works. 
Outcome 2: 100 marks – Compose/improvise/arrange and perform an original music work 
and explain how it is characteristic of a music style, tradition and/ or genre relevant to the 
Investigation Topic. 
Outcome 3: S/N – Demonstrate artistic intent and understanding in a cohesive and 
engaging performance of music works. 
 
Study Score: 
Unit 3 school assessed coursework contributes 30% to the study score. 
Unit 4 school assessed coursework contributes 20% to the study score. 
End of year examination Performance examination contributes 50% to the study score. 
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Physical Education 1-2 
 
 
Unit 1 The Human Body in Motion 
 

Area of Study 1: How does the 
musculoskeletal system work to 
produce movement?  
In this area of study students examine the 
musculoskeletal system of the human 
body and how the muscles and bones 
work together to produce movement. 
 
Area of Study 2: How does the 
cardiorespiratory system function at 
rest and during physical activity? 
In this area of study students examine the 
cardiovascular and respiratory systems of 
the human body and how the heart, blood 
vessels and lungs function at rest and 
during physical activity 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Unit 2 Physical Activity, Sport & 
Society 
 
Area of Study 1: What are the 
relationships between physical 
activity, sport, health and society?  
Students will look at individual and 
population levels of participation in 
physical activity and sedentary behaviour 
to create and undertake their own activity 
plan that meets the guidelines in these 
areas for an individual. 
 
Area of Study 2:  What are the 
contemporary issues associated with 
physical activity and sport?   
Students apply a social-ecological 
framework to research, analyse and 
evaluate a contemporary issue 
associated with participation in physical 
activity and/or sport in a local, national or 
global setting 
 
 
 

 
 
Outcomes & Assessments 
Satisfactory completion of these units is based on the student demonstrating achievement 
of two outcomes specified in each unit. The assessment tasks for these units will be 
selected from the following: written reports, tests, structured questions, oral reports, 
laboratory reports, case study analysis, video analysis and media analysis. 
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Physical Education 3-4 
 
 
Unit 3 Movement skills and energy for 
physical activity 
 
Area of Study 1: How are movement 
skills improved?– 
In this area of study students, examine 
the biomechanical and skill acquisition 
principles that can be applied when 
analysing and improving movement skills. 
Through coaching and involvement, 
students investigate and analyse 
movements to develop an understanding 
of how the correct application of 
biomechanical and skill acquisition 
principles leads to greater efficiency and 
accuracy in movement skills. 
 
Area of Study 2: How does the body 
produce energy?  
 
In this area of study students, explore the 
cardiovascular, respiratory and muscular 
systems and the roles of each in 
supplying oxygen and energy to the 
working muscles. They examine the way 
in which energy for activity is produced by 
the three energy systems. Students also 
consider the many factors contributing to 
fatigue as well as recovery strategies 
used to return to pre-exercise conditions 
 
 

Unit 4 Training to improve 
Performance 
 
Area of Study 1: What are the 
foundations of an effective training 
program? 
In this area of study, student’s focus on 
the information required to form the 
foundation of an effective training 
program. They use data from an activity 
analysis and determine the fitness 
requirements of a selected physical 
activity. They also use data collected from 
participating in a series of fitness tests to 
inform the design of the training program. 
 
Area of Study 2: How is training 
implemented effectively to improve 
fitness? 
 
In this area of study students focus on the 
implementation and evaluation of training 
principles and methods from a practical 
and theoretical perspective. They 
consider the manner in which fitness can 
be improved through the application of 
appropriate training principles and 
methods. Students identify and consider 
components exercise training session; 
they monitor record and adjust training. 
Students explain the chronic adaptations 
to the body systems.  

Outcomes and Assessment 
On completion of these units the student should be able to: 

 Collect and analyse information from, and participate in, a variety of practical 
activities to develop and refine movement skills from a coaching perspective, 
through the application of biomechanical and skill acquisition principles. 

 Use data collected in practical activities to analyse how the major body and energy 
systems work together to enable movements to occur, and explain the factors 
causing fatigue and suitable recovery strategies. 

 Analyse data from an activity analysis and fitness tests to determine and assess the 
fitness components and energy system requirements of the activity. 

 Participate in a variety of training methods, and design and evaluate training 
programs to enhance specific fitness components. 
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Physical Education 3-4 continued 
 
Outcome 1: Structured questions that draw on primary data which analyses a movement 
skill using biomechanical and skill acquisition principles. (50%).  
 
Outcome 2: Structured questions, which focus on energy system interplay, fatigue and/or 
recovery. Examining the acute effects that physical activity has on the cardiovascular, 
respiratory and muscular systems of the body (25%)  
A laboratory report based on primary data collected during participation in a practical 
activity, which analyses the relative contribution of energy systems and acute responses to 
exercise. (25%). 

 
Outcome 3:  A written report analysing data from an activity analysis to determine the 
relevant fitness components and energy system requirements in a selected activity, and 
including justification of the selection of appropriate tests to assess fitness (30%) 
 
Outcome 4:  A reflective folio of participation in a minimum of five different training 
sessions focusing on the components of the session, the training method completed and 
the implementation of training principles to the fitness components being trained. (25%) 
A written report that will draw on the personal experiences recorded in the folio to design a 
six-week training program for a given case study (25%) 
Structured Questions, which links chronic adaptations of the cardiovascular, respiratory 
and muscular systems to training methods and improved performance (20%) 

 
Contributions to Final Assessment 

 School assessed course work Unit 3       25% 

 School assessed course work Unit 4       25% 

 End of year examination contributes        50% 
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Physics 1-2 
 
 
Unit 1: What ideas explain the physical 
world? 
This unit promotes the development of 
students’ ability to use physics to explain 
phenomena and events, and 
technological and social applications. In 
studying this unit, students should gain an 
understanding of the ways in which 
knowledge in physics advances and is 
applied.  
 
Areas of Study 

 Thermodynamics: Principles of 
thermodynamics and applications to 
climate science. 

 Electricity: DC circuit theory and the 
use of electricity. 

 Nature of matter: Understanding 
nuclear reactions and radioactivity, 
and the formation of matter during the 
Big Bang 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Unit 2: What do experiments reveal 
about the physical world?  
This unit promotes the development of 
students’ ability to use physics to explain 
phenomena and events, and apply 
physical models to a variety of 
phenomena. In studying this unit, 
students should gain an understanding of 
the ways in which knowledge in physics 
advances and is applied.  
 
Areas of Study 

 Movement: An understanding of the 
Newtonian universe using the 
concepts of position, velocity, 
acceleration, energy and momentum. 

 Options-observations of the 
physical world: students investigate 
an aspect of the physical world using 
the skills, knowledge and models 
previously studied. Topic to be chosen 
in Term 3. 

 Practical investigation: students 
design and carry out an extended 
practical investigation on an aspect of 
physical science. 

 
 

 
Outcomes and Assessment 
Satisfactory completion of each unit is based on the student demonstrating achievement of 
all the outcomes in each unit. The assessment tasks for these units will be selected from 
the following: Practical investigations, an annotated folio of practical activities, a data 
analysis, a multimedia or webpage presentation, a response to a media article, tests and 
assignments. 
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Physics 3-4 
 
 
Unit 3 How do fields explain motion 
and electricity? 
 

In this unit students explore the 
importance of energy in explaining and 
describing the physical world. They 
examine the production of electricity and 
its delivery to homes. Students consider 
the field model as a construct that has 
enabled an understanding of why objects 
move when they are not apparently in 
contact with other objects. They explore 
the interactions, effects and applications 
of gravitational, electric and magnetic 
fields. Students use Newton’s laws to 
investigate motion in one and two 
dimensions, and are introduced to 
Einstein’s theories to explain the motion 
of very fast objects. 
 
Areas of Study 

 Fields and Models: Fields and 
interactions, effects of fields, 
application of field concepts 

 Electricity: Generation and 
transmission of electricity 

 Motion: Newton’s laws of motion, 
Einstein’s theory of relativity, 
relationship between force, energy 
and mass 

Unit 4 How can two contradictory 
models explain both light and matter? 
 

In this unit, students explore the use of 
wave and particle theories to model the 
properties of light and matter. They 
examine how the concept of the wave is 
used to explain the nature of light and 
explore its limitations in describing light 
behaviour. Students further investigate 
light by using a particle model to explain 
its behaviour. A wave model is also used 
to explain the behaviour of matter which 
enables students to consider the 
relationship between light and matter. 
 
Areas of Study 

 Waves: Properties of mechanical 
waves; light as waves 

 Light and Matter: Behaviour of 
light; matter as particles or waves; 
similarities between light and 
matter 

 Practical Investigation: a student 
designed practical investigation 
related to waves, field or motion is 
undertaken either in Unit 3 or 4 or 
across both Units 3 and 4 

 
Outcomes & Assessments 
Satisfactory completion of each unit is based on the student demonstrating achievement of 
all the outcomes in each unit.  
The assessment tasks for these units will be selected from the following: annotations of at 
least two practical activities from a practical logbook, a report of a student investigation, a 
report of a physics phenomenon, data analysis, media analysis/response, design, building, 
testing and evaluation of a device, an explanation of the operation of a device, a proposed 
solution to a scientific or technological problem, a response to structured questions or a 
test (short answer and extended response) 
School-assessed coursework for Unit 3 will contribute 21% to the study score. All three 
outcomes in Unit 3 will be worth 30 marks each. School assessed coursework for Unit 4 
will contribute 19% to the study score. Outcomes 1 and 2 will be worth 30 marks each and 
Outcome 3, the Practical Investigation, will be worth 35 marks. 
End of year examination: The level of achievement for Units 3 and 4 is also assessed by 
an end of year examination, which will contribute 60% to the study score. 
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Production Design and Technology: Fibres or Wood 1-2 
 
 
Unit 1 Design modification and 
production 
Overview 
This unit focuses on the tools, processes, 
techniques, knowledge and skills to 
analyse, modify and improve a product 
design.  
 
Area of Study 

 Redesigning an existing product. 

 Producing and evaluating a 
redesigned product 

 

Unit 2 – Collaborative design 
Overview 
This unit focuses on teams used to 
develop product ranges. It also focuses 
on restrictions and parameters within 
design and the impact of these factors on 
a design solution.  
Area of study 
 

 Designing as a team. 

 Producing and evaluating a 
collaboratively designed product

 
Outcomes and Assessment 
Satisfactory completion of each unit is based on the student demonstrating achievement of 
all the outcomes in each unit. 
The assessment tasks for these units will be selected from the following: - design folios, 
production work including records of production and modifications, reports and presentations. 
 
 



 

 

 

Production Design and Technology: Fibres or Wood 3-4 
 
 
Unit 3 Design, technological innovation 
and manufacture 
 

Overview 
This unit focuses on how design and 
development of a product that meets the 
needs and expectation of a client or an 
end-user is influenced by a range of 
complex factors. These include client or 
community requirements; innovation, 
social and economic trends, availability of 
resources and technological developments 
in industry. 
 
Areas of Study 

 The designer, client and end-user in 
product development. 

 Product development in industry. 

 Designing for others 
 
 

Unit 4 Product development, evaluation 
and promotion 
 

Overview 
This unit focuses on evaluation at the 
various points of product design, 
development and production. Judging 
suitability and viability of design ideas and 
options, and evaluating in collaboration 
with a client. Students will analyse and 
evaluate environmental, economical and 
social viability, and its impact on products. 
Students will use comparative analysis and 
evaluation methods to make judgements 
about product design and development. 
 
Areas of Study 

 Product analysis and comparison. 

 Product manufacture. 

 Product evaluation and promotion 

Outcomes and Assessment 
Unit 3 Outcome 1 to 3 

1. Explain and demonstrate the role of a designer by writing a design brief, developing 
evaluation criteria, and identifying and explaining areas for research and methods that 
would be used to develop design ideas. 

2. Explain the factors that influence the design, development and manufacture of 
products within industrial/commercial settings. 

3. Present a folio that documents the procedure and decision-making processes used 
while working as a designer to meet the needs of a client or end-user, and commence 
production of the designed product. (SAT) 

School assessed coursework for Unit 3 will contribute 12 per cent to the final assessment. 
 
Unit 4 Outcomes 1 to 3 

1. Analyse similar product types through a comparison of innovative features, function, 
aesthetic and visual appeal, and any economic, social and environmental benefits and 
costs. 

2. Competently and safely apply a range of production skills and processes to implement 
the production plan, make the product designed in Unit 3, Outcome 3, and manage 
time and resources efficiently. (SAT) 

3. Evaluate the outcomes of the design and production activities, and promote the 
product’s design features to the client and/or end user. (SAT) 

 
School assessed coursework for Unit 4 will contribute 8 per cent to the final assessment. 
The school assessed tasks for Units 3 and 4 will contribute 50 per cent to the final 
assessment. 
The end-of-year examination will contribute 30 per cent to the final assessment 



 

 

 

Psychology 1-2 
 
Unit 1: How are behaviour and mental 
processes shaped? 
In this unit students investigate the 
structure and functioning of the human 
brain and the role it plays in the overall 
functioning of the human nervous system. 
 
Areas of Study 

 How does the brain function? 

 What influences psychological 
development? 

Student directed research investigation – 
brain function and/or psychological 
development 
 
 

Unit 2: How do external factors 
influence behaviour and mental 
processes? 
In this unit students investigate how 
perception of stimuli enables a person to 
interact with the world around them and 
how their perception of stimuli can be 
distorted. They evaluate the role social 
cognition plays in a person’s attitudes, 
perception of themselves and relationships 
with others. 
 
Areas of Study 

 What influences a person’s 
perception of the world? 

 How are people influenced to 
behave in particular ways? 

 Student directed practical 
investigation – external influences 
on behaviour 

 
 

 
Outcomes and Assessment 
Satisfactory completion of each unit is based on the student demonstrating achievement of 
the outcomes specified in each unit. The assessment tasks for these units will be selected 
from practical work, reports, multimedia presentations, concept maps, modelling, scientific 
posters, tests and end of semester examination. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 

Psychology 3-4 
 

 
Unit 3: How does experience affect 
behaviour and mental processes? 
In this unit students examine the 
contribution that classical and 
contemporary research has made to the 
understanding of the structure and function 
of the nervous system, and to the 
understanding of biological, psychological 
and social factors that influence learning 
and memory. 
 
Areas of Study 

 How does the nervous system 
enable psychological functioning? 

 How do people learn and remember 
 
 

Unit 4: How is wellbeing developed and 
maintained? 
In this unit students examine the 
contribution that classical and 
contemporary research has made to the 
understanding of consciousness, including 
sleep, and the development of an 
individual’s mental functioning and 
wellbeing. 
 
Areas of Study 

 How do levels of consciousness 
affect mental processes and 
behaviour? 

 What influences mental wellbeing? 

 Practical investigation – mental 
processes and psychological 
functioning 

 
 
 
Outcomes and Assessment 
Satisfactory completion of each unit is based on the student demonstrating achievement of 
the outcomes specified in each unit.  
 
The assessment tasks for these units will be selected from practical work, reports, multimedia 
presentations, concept maps, modelling, scientific posters, tests and end of semester 
examination. 
 
The student’s level of achievement in Units 3 & 4 will be determined by school assessed 
coursework (40%) and an end of year examination covering all material from Units 3 & 4 
(60%). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

Studio Arts 1-2 
 
 
Unit 1 Studio inspiration and 
techniques 
 

The focus of this unit is developing a 
personal understanding of the stages of 
studio practice. Students will explore 
sources of inspiration; research artistic 
influences, develop individual ideas, 
investigate cultural beliefs and explore a 
range of materials and techniques. They 
will progressively refine and resolve their 
skills to communicate ideas in artworks. 
The exhibition of artworks is vital to Unit 1 
and students are expected to visit gallery 
exhibitions. 
 
Areas of Study 

1. Researching and recording ideas 
2. Studio practice 
3. Interpreting art ideas and use of 

materials and techniques 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Unit 2 Studio exploration and concepts 
 

The focus of this unit is on establishing 
and using a studio practice to produce 
artworks. This includes the design and 
use of an individual approach to 
documenting sources of inspiration, and 
experimentation with selected materials 
and techniques relevant to specific art 
forms. Students will explore and develop 
ideas and subject matter, create aesthetic 
qualities and record the development of 
the work in a visual diary. Studying art 
movements and styles, they will begin to 
understand the use of other artists’ work in 
the making of new artworks, develop skills 
in the analysis of artworks and develop a 
broader knowledge about the history of 
art. Analysis will be used to understand 
the artists’ ideas and how they have 
created their artwork. 
 
Areas of Study 
1. Exploration of studio practice and 

development of artworks 
2. Ideas and styles in artwork 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
Outcomes and Assessment 
All assessments for Studio Art Units 1 & 2 are school based. For these units students are 
required to complete set tasks that demonstrate the key knowledge and the key skills in three 
outcomes for Unit 1 and 2 outcomes for Unit 2. All outcomes will encompass the areas of 
study in each of the units and the specific tasks will be determined by the teacher. All 
students will complete an end of unit exam for both Unit 1 and Unit 2. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

Studio Arts 3-4 
 
 
Unit 3 Studio practices and processes 
Overview 
The focus is on the completion of the 
studio process leading to the production of 
a range of potential directions. Students 
will develop and use this exploration 
proposal to find an area of interest, then 
plan and apply it to explore and develop 
their ideas. Analysis of these explorations 
and the development of the potential 
directions are an essential part of the 
studio process to support the making of 
finished artworks in Unit 4. The studio 
process records trialling, experimenting, 
analysing and evaluating the extent to 
which art practices communicate ideas 
presented. Students will progressively 
develop and identify a range of potential 
directions and then develop at least 2 
artworks in Unit 4. They will also explore 
the professional art practices of artists from 
different historical and cultural contexts in 
relation to artworks and art forms. 
 
Areas of Study 

1. Exploration proposal 
2. Studio process 
3. Artists and studio practices 

 
 

Unit 4 Studio practice and art industry 
contexts 
Overview 
The focus is on the planning, production 
and evaluation required to develop, refine 
and present artworks that link to the ideas 
resolved in Unit 3. Students will present 
visual and written evaluation to explain 
why they selected a range of potential 
directions to produce at least 2 finished 
artworks in Unit 4. The development 
should reflect refinement and skilful 
application of materials and techniques, 
and the resolution of ideas and aesthetic 
qualities. Students are required to provide 
an evaluation about the relationship 
between the artworks. Investigating 
aspects of artists’ involvement in the art 
industry, the preparation, presentation and 
conservation of artworks displayed in 
exhibitions, focusing on at least 2 different 
exhibitions, that the student has visited in 
the current year of study, is also required. 
Students will examine a range of 
environments for the presentation of 
artworks. 
 
Areas of Study 

1. Production and presentation of 
artworks 

2. Evaluation 
3. Art industry context 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Studio Arts 3-4 continued 
 
Outcomes and Assessments 
Unit 3 
Outcome 1 On completion of this unit the student should be able to prepare an exploration 
proposal that forms the content and considerations of an individual studio process including a 
plan of how the process will be undertaken. 
Outcome 2 On completion of this unit the student should be able to progressively present an 
individual studio process recorded in written and visual form that produces a range of 
potential directions and reflects the concepts and ideas documented in the exploration 
proposal and work plan. 
 
Outcome 3 On completion of this unit the student should be able to examine the practice of 
at least 2 artists, with reference to 2 artworks by each, referencing the different historical and 
cultural context of each artwork. 
 
Unit 4 
Outcome 1 On completion of this unit the student should be able to present at least 2 
finished artworks based on selected and evaluated potential directions developed through the 
studio process, which demonstrate refinement and application of materials and techniques, 
and that realise and communicate the student’s ideas expressed in the exploration proposal 
 
Outcome 2 On completion of this unit the student should be able to provide visual and 
written documentation that identifies and evaluates the extent to which the artworks reflect 
the selected potential directions, and effectively demonstrates an interconnected relationship 
between the works. 
 
Assessments 
The student’s level of achievement in Units 3 & 4 will be determined by school-assessed 
coursework (SACs) and/or school assessed tasks (SATs) as specified in the VCE study 
designs, and external assessment.  

 Unit 3 school assessed coursework – 5% 

 Unit 4 school assessed coursework – 5% 

 Units 3 & 4 school assessed task – 60% 

 End of year examination – 30% 
 
 



 

 

 

Visual Communication Design 1-2 
 
 
Unit 1 Introduction to Visual 
Communication Design 
The main purpose of this unit is to enable 
students to develop an understanding of 
observational, visualisation and 
presentation drawing methods, and the 
range of media and materials used for 
these. The unit also introduces students to 
the application of design elements and 
principles. A case study approach to 
influences on visual communication will 
also be undertaken 
 
Areas of Study 

  Drawing as a means of 
communication 

  Design elements and design 
principles 

  Visual Communication Design in 
context 

 

Unit 2 Applications of Visual 
Communication Design within design 
fields 
The main purpose of this unit is to enable 
students to develop an understanding of 
instrumental drawing methods and 
freehand drawing including drawing from 
direct observation. The unit also introduces 
students to the diversity of visual 
communication and the role of the design 
process in visual communication 
production.  
 
Areas of Study 

 Technical drawing in context 

 Type and imagery in context 

 Applying the design process 
 
 
 

 
Outcomes and Assessments 
Unit 1  
On completion of this unit students should be able to:  

 create drawings for different purposes using a range of drawing methods, media and 
materials  

 select and apply design elements and design principles to satisfy a stated purpose  

 describe how a visual communication has been influenced by past and contemporary 
practices, and by social, cultural and other factors  
 

Unit 2  
On completion of this unit students should be able to:  

 create presentation drawings that incorporate relevant technical drawing conventions  

 manipulate type and imagery to create communications suitable for print and screen 
based presentations, taking copyright into account 

 engage in stages of the design process to develop visual communication appropriate 
to a set brief  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Visual Communication Design 3-4 
 
 
Unit 3 Visual Communication Design 
practices 
 
Areas of Study 

 Analysis and practice in context  

 Design Industry practice  

 Developing a brief and Generating 
ideas 

 

Unit 4 Visual Communication Design 
development, evaluation & presentation 
  
Areas of Study 

 Development, refinement and 
evaluation  

 Final presentations 
 
 

 
 
Outcomes and Assessments 
Unit 3  
On completion of this unit students should be able  

 to create visual communications for specific contexts, purposes & audiences that are 
informed by their analysis of existing visual communications  

 to describe how visual communications are designed and produced in the design 
industry, and to explain factors that influence these practices.;  

 to apply design thinking skills in preparing a brief, undertaking research, and 
generating a range of ideas relevant to the brief.  
 

Unit 4  
On completion of this unit students should be able  

 to develop distinctly different concepts for each communication need and devise a 
pitch to present concepts to an audience, evaluating the extent to which these 
concepts meet the requirements of the brief. 

 to produce final visual communication presentations that satisfy the requirements of 
the brief.  

 
Assessment  
Each student’s level of achievement will be determined by school assessed work, the School 
Assessed Task, and an end-of-year exam.  
 
School-assessed Coursework for Unit 3 will contribute 25 per cent to the study score. 
The School-assessed Task for Units 3 and 4 will contribute 40 per cent to the study score. 
 
The level of achievement for Units 3 and 4 is also assessed by an end-of-year examination, 
which will contribute 35 per cent. 
 

 
 
 
 

 


