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MR. ANDREW SLOANE
COLLEGE PRINCIPAL

So many words such as pandemic, asymp-
tomatic, herd immunity, social distanc-
ing, super spreader, ‘pivot’ and the classic,
previously unknown, hydrochloroquine
(thank-you President Trump) along with
many more (I'm thinking ‘iso’ and ‘Ka-
ren’), entered our language during 2020.
Terms that would previously been more
likely to be heard in a conference on epi-
demiology (yep...another term we now
know) moved into common usage.

It was in November 2019 that the first re-
ports of coronavirus (COVID-19) came
out of China and the first cases started
to appear elsewhere in the world from
January 2020. As my family left New York
City to return to Australia after a wonder-
ful holiday, 3 airports in the USA began
screening for COVID. Air travel restric-
tions began in early February and shortly
after the Centre for Disease Control in the
USA stated that COVID was looking like
it would become an epidemic.

Even with the benefit of hindsight, it was
a shockingly rapid increase in infection
rates and death around the world, from
that time on.

And, as we know, Australia did not es-
cape....though being an island continent
did offer a degree of shielding that Europe,
for example, couldn’t manage to establish.
‘Our’ year (Australia, Victoria, Melbourne
and Norwood’s extended community) has
been mightily challenging. No-one could
genuinely say they haven’t been touched
in some way and many have been terri-
bly impacted. Some have lost loved ones,
some have had their livelihoods devastat-
ed and students of all ages have had a year

unlike any before.

For many, it has been a time when we
have realised, in the words of Anthony
DAngelo that “The most important
things in life aren’t things”. Good health,
the ability to go about our days with free-
dom, being able to play sport, jog or stroll
as we wish and being able to catch up with
family and friends when we want to, have
all been impacted by Victoria’s response to
the pandemic. The loss of these basic free-
doms has created much discussion in the
media and without wanting to offer a ‘side’
in the debates, like many others, I have
been compelled to reflect on what is im-
portant to me. Not surprisingly, catching
up with family and friends in person and
freedom to do what I regard as ‘normal’
when I wish to, have achieved the status of
being most important for me.

The circumstances we have found our-
selves in will have caused many to re-or-
der what is important for them, in life.

From the many anecdotes shared within
our school community, it is clear that
many of our students (and their families)
and our staff, have discovered that they
feel they have strengthened their resil-
ience over the past months — some indi-
cating that they were surprised how they
managed to ‘survive’ the many restric-
tions and that they felt very proud at their
strength in doing so.

We also know that many others found, for
example, that remote learning was ‘really
hard yards. We know that 2021 will be
as much about helping our students find
the right ‘headspace’ to re-engage with
friends, school and life as it will be to get
them back into the swing of school and
studies. There are some very significant
programs that we will be commencing
in the new year to help us achieve these
goals. As has been noted in Newsletters,
our priority next year is to ensure all
our students feel cared for and are able
to reengage with their education....ir-
respective of their year level. Studies are
of secondary importance (although it is a
very close second) as we know unhappy
students are at risk of losing their way in
their schooling, irrespective of their capa-
bilities. If you (or your child) are offered
an involvement in one of these programs,
please look at it as a positive opportunity
and get meaningfully involved.

It is our goal to not let 2020 get in the way
of our students’ progress. We will contin-
ue to draw from our College Values and

ask that all students take responsibility for
their progress, respect the efforts of staff
who will be working with them, develop
the resilience that will help all to get back
to normal ways and to aspire to do the
best that they can. When thinking of as-
piration, I am reminded of the wisdom of
Abraham Lincoln (16th President of the
United States of America) when he said:
“Whatever you are, be a good one”. Its
hard to ask more of young people than to
be the best they can be. 2021 will be a year
of working with our families to get all our
students back on track.

As we commenced our planning for this
year’s edition of Weemala, the over-riding
thought was that we have missed out on so
many of the events that we would normal-
ly celebrate with articles and photos. With
so few weeks of physically being at school
and the many restrictions on social dis-
tancing, our sport, music and drama pro-
grams have been significantly impacted.
There have also been few opportunities
for assemblies, fund-raising, community
service and so on. This has, understand-
ably but frustratingly, meant the 2020 edi-
tion is, to say the least..... lean

Consequently, we struggled to justify the
cost of printing hard copies when the con-
tent was so limited and revisited the pro-
posal, which has been considered in the
last few years, of creating Weemala elec-
tronically. This year, it made good sense to
‘bite the bullet’ and produce an eWeemala.
So.....welcome to the first electronic edi-
tion of Norwood Secondary College’s
yearbook. Depending on feedback, this
may the first of many.

We hope that families had a chance to
relax over the break and that the com-
ing year can be approached with a great
deal more room for optimism than 2020.
Thank-you so much to all who have con-
tributed to Norwood’s year: our student
leaders (particularly our College Captains
and Vice-Captains: Zoe, Ryan, Tobi and
Will), staft (particularly our Leadership
Team and Business Manager, Jane Arnold,
Junior School Principal, Kris Johnson
and Senior School Principal, Jackie Har-
ris) and School Council led so capably by
President Tammie Palmer. If we were able
to achieve the many things we did in 2020,
in the context of COVID restrictions,
2021 should be a year of great growth and
positivity. It is indeed something to look
forward to.

Take care.
Andrew
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FROM SENIOR SCHOOL

YEAR 12

The class of 2020 will long be remem-
bered as a group of students who
rolled up their sleeves and got it done.
In a year like no other, where no trial
runs were given, this group showed
what they were made of, not just aca-
demically but on a personal level too.

The Year 12 jackets arrived on a 40
degree January day. The jackets were
immediately distributed and every
student wore their jacket to show their
pride in their cohort and school de-
spite the extreme heat.

Our Year 12 leaders took part in the
Lions Youth of the Year and Interna-
tional Women’s Day Breakfast.

Our Sports Captain, Wil Parker was
selected to play for Victoria in the

Sheffield Shield during 2020. Wil
signed a contract with the Victorian

team for the next two years along with
signing up to the Big Bash with the
Hobart Hurricanes. A very exciting
series of events.

Students enjoyed a BBQ breakfast, a
Pizza Lunch, dress up days and some
modified staff vs student events dur-
ing our intermittent ability to attend
school.

‘Microsoft Teams’ provided a platform
for the students to offer support for
one another and it was inspiring to
see the cohort look to share anything
from home events, to pets, to lunches
they had made that day.

This effort to remain connected re-
sulted in such enjoyment and positive
energy when students were able to
return to school.

Due to COVID restrictions, the end
of year activities looked very differ-
ent. We were lucky to be able to enjoy
a graduation event for students in the
gym, with food and drink provided,
and students dressing up. We are very
proud of our Class of 2020 and wish
them all the best for the future.

Scott Kirkby (Head of Year 12)
Melissa Cherry (Year 12
Coordinator)




YEAR 11

Our students in Year 11 are an out-
standing group of young individuals.
The year started strongly with our
Investiture Assembly. We had many
students apply for leadership posi-
tions through Peer Support, House
Captain positions and Year 11 Leader-
ship. This is a strong part of the Nor-
wood culture, and one we had been
fortunate to have fostered through the
months of lockdown.

The Peer Support students attended
the Year 7 ADANAC Camp. Some
great opportunities emerged with
these students.  Friendships were
made, whilst students also enjoyed
the nostalgia of once again visiting the
camp many of them went to in their
Year 7 year. This was a great success
and well oganised through the great
contributions of the Norwood Well-
being team in conjunction with Ma-
roondah Youth.

Our Swimming Carnival was well rep-
resented by our Year 11 students. Our
students celebrated the event through
great participation of events and the
cheering on of House team mates.

The Cross Country went ahead, and
yet again, a great show of team spirit
amongst these amazing students.

And then there was lockdown... Our
students continued to support each
other with some fun ‘Iso’ competi-
tions.

We had favourite animals ‘working
from home. Our college community

pets became famous in our cohort,
with dogs, cats, chickens, lizards and
goldfish taking centre stage. Teacher:
“Have you put your subject selec-
tion form in yet for 2021?” Student:
“Um...no...um, my dog ate it!”

In addition, we had fantastic meals
and dishes made in our ‘Bake-off’
competition. This was where the Year
11s shone with their culinary skills
with cheesecakes, salad dishes, muf-
fins and slices tempting us in our Mi-
crosoft Teams chat.

We

had a fashion-conscious crew
who donned the screen with football
guernsies, beanies, pyjamas and Ood-
ies!

One of the most valued events was
the Photo Competition. Some of the
student photography was outstand-
ing and we certainly have some great
budding photographers in this group.
This particular one, is a fine example
of the creative talent of this year level.

On our return from our first lock-
down, our students put on our ‘Tso-

bration’” BBQ with Iso-burgers. This
was much appreciated and became
one of our key events for the year!
The BBQ was enjoyed upon our first
return and all care was taken to abide
by our new ‘social distancing’ rules.

Overall, our College routine was a lit-
tle upended in 2020. It was definitely
an unusual year. Despite this, our

Year 11 students continued to look out
for each other and focus on the good
days ahead.

They were an amazing group of stu-
dents, who bandied together through
difficult times.

Well done to them all.
Alison Ward (Head of Year 11)

Cynthia Kennedy (Year 11
Coordinator)




YEAR 10

The move into Year 10 symbolises a
great opportunity for growth in our
students. They arrive in Senior School
with opportunities to branch out into
a variety of areas including VCE sub-
jects and co-curricular opportunities.
The Presentation Ball and Work Expe-
rience Week are two rites of passage
that define Year 10 at Norwood Sec-
ondary College.

In 2020 these programs did not run
and the normality of life and the abil-
ity to socialise and engage in the many
opportunities on offer at the school
were lost.

Students adapted to the challenges
and demands of remote learning and
were able to engage with each other
and their teachers in a new setting. If
ever there was an opportunity to see
the Schools values of Respect, Aspira-
tion, Responsibility and Resilience on
show, it was during 2020.

Students were able to participate in a
variety of revamped online programs
including the online Talent Show
which saw the involvement of many
students across the school.

The Year 10 student leaders did a won-
derful job building online quizzes,
running competitions and engaging
their peers in photo submission ac-
tivities. They were the glue that held
the cohort together.

Students returned in Term 4 with a
positive mindset to complete the year.
We celebrated with a Pizza Lunch and
it was evident that the students were

glad to be back! The resilience and de-
termination shown by all our students
to push through adversity was one
that the Year 10 team were extremely
proud of.

The Presentation Assembly was a
wonderful occasion where we finally
got to gather as a cohort, something
we had been unable to do since early
March.

We are extremely proud of the en-
deavour and academic excellence ex-
hibited by many of the Year 10 cohort.
Of particular note was the acceptance
of two students into the ‘Kwong Lee
Dow Young Scholars Program.

The ‘Kwong Lee Dow Young Scholars
Program’ is an academic enrichment
program offered to Year 10 students,
designed to support high-achiev-
ing students as they complete their
VCE through Years 11 and 12. Run
through the University of Melbourne,
this highly sought-after scholarship
is generally given to only one student
at any school as they embark on their
VCE studies.

An impressive selection of Norwood
students applied to the program
this year - and incredibly, the Young
Scholars Program committee awarded
two places to our students.

Caitlin Weatherburn and Evan Barjak
were the successful applicants, who
will be able to access exclusive univer-
sity events and academic enrichment
activities through this beneficial pro-
gram. Both Caitlin and Evan will be
completing a VCE course with a

strong focus on Science and Math-
ematics, with a view to continuing in
these areas in their tertiary studies.

Their acceptance into this prestigious
program is a strong endorsement of
our recently built, state-of-the-art
STEM centre and the increasing en-
rolments Norwood is seeing in its
VCE Science Program.

Our Year 10 students supported each
other and actively engaged in online
classes as best they could during 2020.
We look forward to this amazing
group making the most of the op-
portunities presented to them during
their VCE.

Chris Sheehan (Head of Year 10)
Shanae McKenzie (Year 10
Coordinaator)




FROM JUNIOR SCHOOL

YEAR9

Traditionally, Year 9 is full of exciting
opportunities. New elective classes,
careers conversations, class based
camps and excursions, and new pro-
grams including our Year 9 City Ex-
perience and the Deakin University
‘Inspired Minds Program.

Unfortunately, some of these pro-
grams were unable to be completed
in 2020. However, despite everything
going on outside the four walls of
Norwood, Year 9 students were able
to display great resilience and achieve
many successes both at the College
and from home.

At the beginning of the year, it was
pleasing to see many students put their
hand up to become Year 9 Leaders and
Ambassadors. This group displayed a
very strong aspiration for leadership
and throughout the year became our
voice within the College.

The year ended with a successful
fundraiser which raised money for
The Cancer Council solely organised
by our great leadership team. Co-
curricular activities filled with Year 9
students included Interschool Sport,
Performing Arts performances, Art
and Technology displays and Maths
and Science competitions.

Students also had opportunities to be-
come involved in programs designed
to cater for students who became dis-
engaged including ‘Hands on Learn-
ing’ and the “WILD Program’. These
programs promoted responsibility
and respect and allowed students to

work with outside organisations fo-
cusing on improving their skills in a
range of areas.

Overall, 2020 was an incredible year
full of learning opportunities. Stu-
dents learnt to shift their mindset to
continue their learning from a home
based location. They became expert
at not only mastering a new ICT plat-
form to communicate -effecctively,
but they adapted seamlessly to online
learning.

We look forward to watching the pro-
gress of the 2020 Year 9s as they make
the move into Senior School and we
wish all students the very best for their
studies going into 2021.

Cameron Cox (Head of Year 9)
Leisa Beggs (Year 9 Coordinator)

YEAR 8

It was a delight to work with the Year
8 students both at school and remotely
through 2020. We took great pleas-
ure in watching students develop and
demonstrate resilience, in what was a
very tough year for all.
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The Year 8 students participated ac-
tively throughout remote learning
with many staff commending them on
their online engagement, such as con-
tributing to online discussions, group
tasks, seeking teacher assistance and
regularly submitting work.

Returning from remote learning, Year
8 students took part in a number of
interactive and engaging mentor ac-
tivities. This included a mentoring
challenge where each mentor class
competed against each other in a
range of group challenges. The win-
ning class celebrating with a Pizza
Lunch.

The mentor groups also joined togeth-
er to create a ‘Sunflower Kindness’
wall by planting Sunflowers through-
out the garden beds along A Block. A
big thank you to Year 8 Mentor teach-
ers for their continued dedication to
ensuring mentoring was an engaging
and memorable experience.

Unfortunately, the annual Summit
Camp was unable to proceed due to
COVID, however, we wish the Year 9
2021 cohort a fabulous year filled with
co-curricular activities.

Claire Jones (Head of Year 8)
Paul Duncan (Year 8 Coordinator)



YEAR 7

Despite first day anxieties, Year 7s
commenced the academic school year
with a two day Transition Program.
Met by their Mentor teachers under
the purple and yellow Shade Sails, stu-
dents were organised into their form
groups and ushered to their Mentor
rooms to get to know their classmates
and commence their Orientation Pro-

gram.

The Year 7 team organised a fantastic
array of introductory games and/or-
ganisational lessons in order to ensure
that the cohort was ready to start aca-
demic classes.

In conjunction with transition fo-
cused lessons, students were given
the opportunity to experience their
first music lesson under the tutelage
of Mrs Joanne Dema and her Music
staff. Students were invited to ‘try out’
a range of musical istruments such as
saxophone, clarinet, trumpet, violin
and guitar. The 2020 Year 7 class were
ready to start formal classes the fol-
lowing day, having already organised
their lockers, learnt to use their laptop
and given a comprehensive tour of the
College environment.

Lingering in the minds of the Year 7
students from day one at Norwood is
the exciting prospect of Year 7 camp.
Held at ‘Camp ADANAC’ in Yarra
Junction, students are offered a wide
variety of games and activities such
as a flying fox, a 70-metre waterslide,
water trampolines, camp cooking and
raft building.

The ADANAC staff engaged with the
students during all activities, remind-
ing the students of the school’s values
of Respect, Aspiration, Responsibility

and Resilience whenever faced with
physical or mental challenges. De-
spite some inclement weather, the stu-
dents had a fantastic time getting to
know each other.

Highlights always include the fantas-
tic meals, Ms Stevens famous Trivia
Nights, and the annual showing of
Parent Trap. Students left ADANAC
having created new connections with
both their friends and teachers. The
remainder of Term 1 vanished quickly,
as students engaged in their first for-
mal assessment tasks. For the majority
of the cohort, this is the first time that
they will have written a formal essay,
used a scientific calculator and com-
pleted science experiments.

Unfortunately, after a restful and well-
deserved Term 1 holiday, students
were unable to return to on-site learn-
ing due to COVID and public health
concerns. However, the Year 7 cohort
rose to the occasion and commenced
remote learning with exceptionally
strong resilience.

Not only did students continue to
complete all work to the best of their
ability, but they also engaged actively
in video calls, messaged teachers via
Microsoft Teams, and learnt to sup-
port each other both academically and
socially. The highlight of the remote
learning experience was undoubtedly
the competitions and activities facili-
tated by the Year 7 Mentor team.

Despite being co-curricular activities,
a vast number of students participated
in step challenges, trick shot compe-
titions, and a wide variety of other
tasks. Of particular note was the 2020
Year 7 online Trivia Luncheon, where
students were able to see pictures of
their Mentor teachers as babies and
toddlers.

This caused significant amusement
amongst the year level! Although
unprecedented, the Year 7s should
be commended on their approach
to remote learning. The academic
diligence and social support demon-
strated by every single student helped
to ensure a smooth transition back to
onsite learning.
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Returning to Norwood for Term 4
and feeling considerably proud of the
efforts of the students, the Year 7 team
wanted to celebrate their achievements
and provide them with an opportunity
to socialise in a COVID safe manner.
Having missed the Pancake Breakfast
at the start of the year, where they
would normally recognise a successful
transition into the Norwood commu-
nity, the Year 7 team decided that this
would a perfect chance to make up
for lost opportunities. Students were
provided with pancakes, ice-cream,
and plenty of time to play down ball
or basketball. By recess, students had
caught up with their classmates and
were ready to start class.

The last day of school is traditionally
held at FunFields and, due to the eas-
ing of restrictions, 2020 was no differ-
ent. The small crowds resulted in even
smaller lines for the exciting rides,
delicious canteen food, and various
flavours of ice-cream. Although the
teachers may have decided to stay dry,
the fantastic weather meant that the
gigantic waterslides were a huge hit!

Year 7 2020...what a roller coaster of
a year! It was exceptionally sad to say
goodbye to the Year 7s of 2020 and
we wish you all the best for Year 8 in
2021. Ms Priscilla Ryles-Smith and
Mr Adam Given would like to thank
the Year 7 Mentor teachers for their
support and kindness offered to the
Year 7 students.

Priscilla Ryles-Smith (Head of Year 7)
Adam Given (Year 7 Coordinator)
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MATHEMATICS

It has been a strange year in Mathe-
matics at Norwood! Our Year 7 Math-
ematicians were unable to complete
our yearly travel to the Task Works
Centre, but our resourceful teachers
created a variety of tasks for students
to collect primary data for an inves-
tigation into statistics. Activities in-
cluded a tennis ball relay, funny video
vote, reaction time test and star jump
count. Each student collected their in-
dividual results for each task and then
the collated class data was used to
complete their statistical investigation.
This data will be used as a comparison
point for our new Year 7s coming into
2021. Challenge accepted...

This year, our Year 8 team had great
success with the transition to the on-
line version of our weekly Maths Mate
sheets. Our students received many
benefits moving to the online Maths
Mate platform such as, immediate
feedback, hints and the ability to save
and exit their work. The program will
be implemented at Year 7 and 8 next
year.

STEM

What a year it has been to launch our
exploration into STEM at Norwood!
Our two brand new subjects ran in
both semesters in our purpose built
and fitted out STEM room, and we
worked hard toward building a com-
munity of STEM with our lunchtime
club and competition offerings.

Our Year 7 students embarked on a
brand new STEM curriculum in our
semester length subject, STEMtech.
While remote learning limited our use
of the STEM room and equipment,
all students were able to develop their
problem solving and critical thinking
skills through our work with the de-
sign thinking process.

We worked online on ‘code.org’ to
develop modern programming skills,
and in person we planned and devel-

The Australian Mathematics Com-
petition was unable to run this year,
however it will be in full force in 2021.

As we reach the end of 2021 we fare-
well our Year 12 Mathematics stu-
dents, who studied admirably through
the challenges that remote learning
presented them and we wish them all
the best for the future. We are all look-
ing forward to an exciting, engaging
and challenging year of Mathematics
in 2021!

Anna Stevens (Head of Mathematics)

oped model shelters for people who
have lost their homes to natural dis-
asters.

The Year 9 elective, Biotech, also ran
for the first time with great success!
Our exploration ranged from ancient
through to modern advancements in
biotechnology and science. We exam-
ined the principles of bioethics and
their role in conducting safe and ethi-
cal scientific research and explored the
natural world for design inspiration
through our study of biomimicry. We
are looking forward to running both
programs in our STEM room for the
tull semester in the classroom in 2021!

Our ‘STEM@Norwood’ club started
strong with many students getting in-
volved in the planning and direction
of the club late last year.

If you are interested in creating or
joining a STEM based club, participat-
ing in a school based or external com-
petition, or simply working on STEM
projects, please feel free to join us next
year! Keep an eye out on the Compass
newsfeed and Compass Newsletter
for more details. We are all looking
forward to the further development
of Norwood’s direction in STEM in
2021!

Elisabeth Collins
(Learning Specialist - STEM)



STUDENT WELLBEING

Despite the disrupted nature of the
year, the Student Wellbeing team had
a productive year both at school and
during the remote learning periods. A
large proportion of our work was sup-
porting students who were finding the
isolation periods challenging, (both
personally and with their schooling).
We were very impressed with the re-
silience of our Norwood community
through what was a very challenging
time.

We also were able to run a number of
amazing programs and initiatives, in-
cluding:

- Having 6 Norwood students receive
Maroondah Youth Awards for com-
mitments and achievements in the
categories of Leadership, Teamwork,
Perseverance and Creativity. Congrat-
ulations to Lionel M, Olivia K, Ash C,
Rimon M, Sam N and Elijah M!

- The Year 11 Peer Support Leaders
who trained as Mentors to the Year
7 students ran many of their men-
toring sessions throughout the year,
(both online and in-person), as well
as attending a day with the students at
Camp ADANAC.

- Charlotte P and Rhiannon W were
our Wellbeing Prefects this year. They
did a wonderful job promoting health
and wellbeing through what was a
very challenging year! Whilst juggling
their Year 12 studies, they also ran ini-
tiatives to enhance mental health for
both students and staft.

- Maroondah Youth Services came out
to Norwood in Term 4 to train the
2021 Peer Support Leaders. The day
provided students with the opportu-
nity to reflect on leadership, goals and
personal experiences, with the help
of facilitators Ash and Marcus. The
training focused on how to make the
Year 7 cohort feel supported and com-
fortable in what can be an intimidat-
ing first year of high school.

- The continued success of the ‘Hands
on Learning’ (HoL) program for a

select group of Year 8, 9 and 10 stu-
dents.

The HoL team ran on Tuesdays under
the guidance of Ms Marcelle Greto
and Mr Chris Waddell. Their goals
were to work on practical and creative
projects and to have the opportunity
to experience success in a different en-
vironment.

- Selected students had an opportunity
to participate in the “WILD’ Program
for Term 4. This program aims to give
people space to discover who they are
and encourages their personal devel-
opment by connecting them to their
surrounding environment, through
practical activities such as white-water
rafting and caving. The students found
the program very beneficial in build-
ing teamwork and resilience, as well
as enhancing their relationships with
staff.

- Volunteers from local churches ran
the Norwood Breakfast Club on Tues-
day and Thursday mornings during
Term 1.

- RUOK? Day in September was run
in a very different way in 2020; Stu-
dent Wellbeing organised for every
Norwood student to receive a RUOK?
Day package in the mail. Staff and
students used RUOK? Day banners
in Microsoft Teams calls and the stu-
dent leaders from each year level had
a significant online presence through-
out the week by posting strategies and
promoting the RUOK? Day message
amongst students.

- We launched our very own Instagram
page in 2020, posting strategies and
information to improve and enhance
wellbeing. We also ran a competition
to design our Instagram profile pic-
ture, which was won by Elisha B who
created an image based on Tilly, (our
therapy dog). Follow us at @nscwell-
being if you are on the platform!

Jacki Landy, Chayna Dight-Stone
and Annie Hearne (Wellbeing Team)
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HUMANITIES

In 2020, despite the challenges of re-
mote learning, the year proved to be
interesting and fun. In Term 1 Year
8 and Year 9 students participated
in fieldwork trips. The Year 8s had a
wonderful day visiting Rickett’s Point,
Hampton Beach and Brighton Beach.

The students investigated coastal pro-
cesses and management at the three
sites. The Brighton Beach boxes were
a big hit with the Year 8s. The Year 9s
travelled to the Dandenong Ranges
National Park where they researched
the management of tourism at this
popular national park. A highlight
of the day was the view over the city
from Mount Dandenong.

Students also had the opportunity to
take part in competitions. Congratu-
lations to Sam Ball and Ebony Brice,
senior History students, who were
awarded first prize in the prestigious
Victorian Government 2020 Spirit of
ANZAC Prize.

Geography students also performed
very well in the 2020 Geography
Competition. At Year 8, four students
achieved High Distinctions and at
Year 9, two students achieved High
Distinctions.

Over the year, the students studied
a variety of topics, ranging from An-
cient China to Bushfires and are con-
gratulated for their hard work in a
challenging year.

Susan Marshallsea (Head of Humanities)

YEAR 7 HISTORY

Year 7 students were introduced to
studying History by investigating An-
cient Egypt. This included students
looking at the uses of the Nile River,
Gods and Goddesses, hieroglyphics,
everyday life and the mummification
process.

To test students’ knowledge of the
mummification  process, students
were provided with the opportunity to
re-enact the mummification process
in class (with the help of some stream-

ers!). After completing the ‘mummi-
fication, students were tasked with
the challenge of working together
to remember each of the steps cor-
rectly. Students displayed a high level
of teamwork and were very proud of
their final efforts.

During remote learning Year 7 stu-
dents investigated Ancient China.
Students learnt about the social hier-
archy and the different roles individu-
als played within society. In order to

further develop their understanding,
students were tasked with creating an
artwork. Students needed to choose

one group from society and show
them completing a task typical of their
role in society, using materials they
could find around their house.

We were thrilled with their creativity
and resourcefulness. Well done!

Nicole Pratt
(English and Humanities Teacher)



FOOD & TEXTILES

Food Technology started the year
with great speed, quickly covering the
topics of Safety and Hygiene and in-
troducing students to the wonders of
diverse flavours and culinary delights.
Those new to the kitchens attained
their ‘Apple Licences’ and proceeded
through weekly practicals that built
upon basic skills and preparations in-
cluding Lattice Pastries, Fruit Tasting
Workshops, Easter Nests and Baked
Stuffed Potatoes.

Middle Years saw an opportunity to
extend student knowledge on pastry
making and an appreciation of bal-
ancing budgets when planning meals.
Students were able to design, pro-
duce and evaluate their own muffins,
cupcakes and hamburgers as well as
the highly anticipated Gingerbread
Houses which is always a ‘sweet” way
to conclude the semester.

Senior classes kept the corridors full of
delicious aromas whipping up foods
to suit the diverse VCE curriculum of

food origins and makers, digestion,
ethical and sustainable farming, food
labelling and the role key ingredients
play in recipes.

Remote learning meant a shift in the
way Food Technology was taught. Staff
turning to PowerPoints, pre-recorded
videos and live streaming of demon-
strations to cover course content.

Practicals became optional for stu-
dents where the main focus was on
the theoretical concepts of foods, and
a chance for students to research the
key ingredients of Anzac Biscuits,
along with the paddock-to-plate pro-
cess of cereals and meat and dairy.

C9 is always a busy classroom with
students cutting, pinning and sewing
carefully selected fabrics and highly
anticipated patterns. Students had the
opportunity in 2020 to design and
produce Origami bags, boxer shorts
and a hoodie whilst also understand-

ing sustainable fibres, how commer-
cial patterns are made and Folio de-
sign.

2021 will see the reintroduction of
Junior Textiles for Year 7s, where stu-
dents will learn the skills to make a
fabric pencil case and be introduced
to the Overlocker and new Cover
Stitch Machine.

Congratulations to all our Food Tech-
nology and Textiles students who
overcame the challenges of remote
learning to successfully complete our
varied and more popular courses!

Brooke Johnston (Head of Food
Technnologies and Textiles)







HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION

In the words of Michael Jordan (Last
Dance), “We’re back” ...and then we
weren't and then we were again! It was
exciting to have all students back on
site in Term 4. The Health and PE fac-
ulty appreciated all the efforts of the
students in 2020. Many had to be self-
motivated and physical activity and
exercise took on a new look.

We still had lots of fun and exciting
things happening in Health and PE.
Getting back and playing some team
sport was special for many. When
permitted, we had specialist coaches
assisting our students. In Term 1,
we made the most of some Sporting
Schools funding and had professional
Tennis coaches leading our Year 7 and
8 students.

In Term 4, some of the Year 9s enjoyed
some American Football coaching-
from Gridiron Victoria.

The Health curriculum became in-

creasingly important last year. Stu-
dents completed activities and tasks
designed to highlight the importance
of good mental health and wellbeing.

MAKING MAS

To put some fun into wearing masks,
we had a mask making competition
in August. The textiles room became
the most visited room in the school by
both students and staft!

Activity across the lifespan and many
students could accurately describe the
Physical / Social / Mental and Emo-
tional health benefits that come with
an active lifestyle. Never has been
looking after your whole-self been so
important.

We were exceptionally proud of our
Senior VCE Health and PE students
who performed very well in their fi-
nal assessments and exams in 2020.
Students achieving their potential is
important in our faculty and we be-
lieve many students from years 7 — 12
excelled given the challenges that we
all faced.

Students were very creative and sub-
mitted work in lots of different forms.
We received some brilliant videos of
student work. Some great examples of
students performing all sorts of physi-
cal skills and challenges were very en-
tertaining.

KS

Certainly one of the highlights were
the many “Insane Shots in Isolation”
videos the students submitted. We
have some seriously talented students
at Norwood!

Thanks to students, parents and teach-
ers for making the best of a difficult
year in 2020. We are so proud of the
whole school community. Please con-
tinue to be safe, active and healthy and
we look forward to a bigger and better
year in 2021!

Rod Mitchell
(Head of Health & Physical Education)

Jan Woolard
(Staff Development)
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MUSIC

2020 was a year to remember for the
Norwood Music Department as we
achieved some major goals under ex-
ceptional circumstances.

Our Music Captains Tahlia Wadding-
ton, Abby Harvy and Vice Captains
Sam Nash and Rachel Shand led the
way by compering our two Talent
Shows - in Term 2 and 4 respectively.

This was a challenging activity for
students to record themselves from
home. In Term 3 we ran an amazing
photo competition with a number of
awards under various categories such
as “Most Creative” and “Best Lighting”

Learning a musical instrument online,
is a challenge for anyone. All our stu-
dents managed to excel at their lessons

and also to attend online ensembles to
keep up morale and to keep students

playing.

Thanks to all our students, families
and staff, for their ongoing support
and firm belief in the restorative pow-
er of music and performance.

Joanne Dema (Head of Music)




YEAR 9 OUTDOOR EDUCATION

In what was a testing year in 2020,
Outdoor Recreation students were
able to participate in some challeng-
ing and rewarding camps and activi-
ties. Throughout the middle part of
2020, Year 9 students were challenged
to complete some practical “hands
on” activities at home. Activities
such as raft design and construction
and bridge building using materials
sourced from around the house were
completed. The students responded
with some fantastic designs that were
creative

The main outcome of this subject is for
students to develop “life skills” such
as leadership, initiative, cooperation
and teamwork. With some modifica-
tions, many activities allowed students
the opportunity to demonstrate and
practice these important skills whilst
being at home. The terms persistence
and perseverance were used to pro-
mote students to not give in, or take
the “easy option,” but to work hard at

THE YEAR IN

Alongside many other areas of educa-
tion, 2020 challenged our creativity in
ensuring that students were still able
to participate in a meaningful Inter-
school Sport program.

Many students participated in the
State Schools Victoria (SSV) Virtual
Cross Country and the SSV Virtual
Track and Field events. Students had
to track their routes, running or walk-
ing in their local community, or even
sprinting, throwing or jumping from
the convenience of their backyards.

We had numerous entries and Nor-
wood Secondary College ranked 5th
for Secondary Schools and 13th over-
all in the Virtual Track and Field.

We were extremely fortunate to have
three Interschool Sport days as well as
the Norwood House Swimming and
Cross Country carnivals earlier in the
year. The following teams achieved

completing all challenges set in front
of them.With an emphasis on per-
sonal challenge, the students partici-
pated in some exciting and adventur-
ous activities this year. A two day hike
experience/wilderness camp in the
Cathedral Ranges was an extremely-
successful activity late in the year. We
encountered some excellent weather

SPORT

success and won pennants in Term 1:

Senior Boys’ Cricket

Senior Girls’ Cricket

Senior Boys” “B” Volleyball

Intermediate Boys® Baseball
Intermediate Girls’ Softball
Intermediate Boys® Cricket

while hiking in the Ranges. All stu-
dents demonstrated self-sufficiency,
responsibility and safety in outdoor
environments.

The Lorne Surf Camp in Term 1 also
proved to be very popular with the
students as all participants were able
to stand on a board and surf a wave
by the end of the camp. Surf survival
skills and beach safety activities were
undertaken by the students and all
demonstrated an improved knowl-
edge of these critical areas after par-
ticipating in these learning activities.
A big congratulations to our students
in 2020 for demonstrating resilience
and maintaining effort through the
challenges we all faced. There is no
doubt that many “life skills” were de-
veloped during remote learning and
hopefully these can be applied to the
tull school program in 2021.

Rod Mitchell
(Head of Health & Physical Education)

Intermediate Girls’ Cricket
Year 8 Boys’ Tennis
Year 7 Girls’ Cricket

Congratulations to all the students

and coaches who participated in these
events.

John Jagintavicius

(Head of Sports)




WOOD,

What a challenging year 2020 was for
all students and staff. This year the
Technology department was joined
by Mr Liam Cusack teaching Year 7
STEM, Year 8 Materials Technology
through to Year 12 Product, Design &
Technology, Mr Robbie Bechaz Year 7
Materials Technology to Year 9 Wood-
work/Metalwork/Jewellery and Scott
Johnston Year 8 Materials Technology
through to Year 11 Product, Design
& Technology. Unfortunately Mr Be-
chaz left Norwood late in the year for
a change of pace to teach in country
Victoria.

Junior Year 7 and 8 students were
introduced to a variety of materials
and joining methods, creating a firm
foundation of knowledge and skills in
metal, timber and acrylic to hopefully
expand on in future years.

g™ Pt - .Y

Year 9 and 10 students begun their
elective pursuits in woodwork, metal-
work, glass - copper foiling and nickel
silver jewellery making. With skills
in both the design and practical pro-
cess gained in previous years, students
were completing really pleasing re-
sults with revised projects because of
COVID.

We did have students who managed
their time well and were able to de-
sign, start and complete a variety of
pieces in both subject areas and well
done to those students. In Product,
Design & Technology, Unit 1 students
were set the task of redesigning a 12V
light/lamp with a Folio to match. Unit
2 was working small groups showing
that the design process can be adapted

METAL & TECHNOLOGIES

to using different materials with pro-
jects ranging from display shelving,
clocks and coffee tables and other in-
novative projects all this was done on
a reduced classroom attendance.

Units 3 / 4 students still amaze me
with their design ideas and the pursuit
of quality both in their Folio work and
the practical side. Projects this year in-
cluded tables, display units and many
more quality pieces. A very pleasing,
satistying, proud, busy and tiring year
for everyone involved. Good luck to
those students and staff who have left
Norwood this year and big thank you
the Technology team for the quality of
work you guided the students towards.

Scott Johnson (Wood, Metal and
Technology Teacher)




DRAMA

2020 was quite a challenge for every-
one... in every way! Here are some
of the highlights of how we met the
seemingly impossible challenges of
delivering remote learning for the
Drama classroom, maintaining a fo-
cus on Expressive Skills, Dramatic El-
ements and Theatre Styles.

For the Year 7s, recreating movie post-
ers was a great way to warm up our
creative muscles, as was a bit of Greek
Chorus work. In Year 8, students had
fun with a few Commedia delArte
characters (alongside some staft an-
tics, of course). Firstly, modelled by
the Drama staff (with help from the
Music Department).

A more serious note was struck with
Year 9 recreations of Classic Artworks,
including McCubbin’s Pioneer, with
some individual flair, and some who
made it a family affair!

Thanks to all the students — and their
pets and families — who rolled up their
sleeves and gave Oscar-worthy perfor-
mances in their own homes!

LA LA LANI



ACADEMIC AWARDS

With COVID-related restrictions pre-
venting the College from holding our
annual Presentation Evening, we were
reminded of our good fortune in hav-
ing a 1000 seat capacity in our Gym-
nasium.

Changes in the acceptable size of
gatherings allowed us to run Year
Level Presentation Assemblies, with
students appropriately spaced across
most of the seating.

Presentation Evening sees our stu-
dents being recognised for academic
excellence, the effort they have put
into their studies (‘endeavour’), lead-
ership, community service, citizen-
ship, sports involvement, visual and
performing arts achievements.

Each Assembly culminated in the an-
nouncement of the ‘Fidelis Award’
winners — the boy and girl who were
the highest performing in their aca-
demic studies in their year level.

The Fidelis Award is the Colleges
most prestigious award. It is with great
pleasure that I can inform our com-
munity that the Fidelis recipients for
2020 are:

Year 7: Victoria Beilken and Harrison
Brice

Year 8: Helena Aquila and Darcey
Hawkins

Year 9: Tharindi Wasgewatta and
Jackson Oakley

Year 10: Zoe Servinis and Evan Barjak
Year 11: Olivia Kiefte and Matthew
Freitag

Congratulations to each of these stu-
dents. Their efforts were quite extraor-
dinary, given the disrupted year, and
their award is very much a reflection
of a full year of focus on their academ-
ic studies. A wonderful effort given
the nature of this year.

Jane Headon
(Director of Teaching and Learning)
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NORWOOD

SECOHDARY COLLEGE

Row B
Row T
Row &
Row 5
Row &

Row 3
Row 24

Row 1
Abseni:

i

Norwood Secondary (

Jasss Trabucco, Ethan Oglivy, Kyle Lawrencs, Them Deany, Lac Hewlands, Tyson Windsor, Hajok Majok, Harrison Low, |
Brodie Fearce, Ethan Hewill, Sophie Bircham, Saige Chandler, Jacqui Fanayil, Thomas Lawrence, Reece Edwards, Hick F
Kelly Watt, Jacob Pemberton, Rhell Berry, Carol Parker, Megan Reberts, Ballie ¥Yan Pelt, Flynn Hubbard, ELliott Pentlan
Madison Marshall, Alanna Martin, Max Cormway, Jacob McClintock, Tallsha Doran, Elle Forrest, Rhlannon Weod, Nathan |
Alicia Woodman, Charlotte Ferry. Ethan Wynne, Ethan Davidson, Kirah Van Schalm, Kirsten Nicholas, Mikayla Bell, Tyso
Chizs Tough, Hayles Launder

Tarll Rowe, Jessica Teague, Hitch Francis, Thomas White, Chlos Costas, Emily Selten, Kassy Pegler, Jack Parry, Diames

Lauwra Chapman, Sarah Malander, Simone Dunbar, 'William Brownlee, Ben Pringle, Joanne Loong. Emma Roberis, Gem |
lsabella Willlamsan, Annalise Turmner

Oiliivie Miller, Hayley Edwards, Olivia Roberis, Brisnna Qakley, Alden Hatthews, Tos Tucker, Ryan Smith, Mrs Mallssa Ch
Rami Alhaidari, Rylan Astbury, Dan Coulter, Ethan Lang, Wil Parker, Willis Stamation

Principal: Mr Andrew Sloane
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Harry Bale, Lachy Jackson, Cameran Fisher, Steven Lamar, James Feole

arrar, Matthew Mye, Seven Jefirey, Julian Feobe, Zane Abicair, Maxine Gorton, Masha Ermakova, Ashley Capone, Ryan Kelly, Finlay Palmer

d, Gare'th Low, Justin Baker, Evarn Stomes, Zach Jensz, Ellle Campbell, Jazzie Prunty, Amy Roberts, Matthew Sandisan, Jerdan Osbern, Emma Watt
Juckworth, Zachary Bowler, Ban Gill, Jemes Hird, Bryce Chubb, Iris Gu, Lucy Kim, Hollls Weakes, Harrison Frogley, Jia Hae Huang, Claire Frankcombe
n ‘Wilson, Sam Sutfon, Chris Alenaritis, Darcy Roberts-Clark, Christine Rushent, Maddi Gillies, Chloe Salthouse, Ben Carlin-Smith, Moah Evans,

vl Men Dwell, Nick Caputo, Sarah Morris, Olivia Barnes, Sarah McKenzie, Aydin Ficker Karci, Riley Tucker, Belle Cheeng, Ellanya Spagnole-Slater
Miralles, Cody Morman, Cameron Heonan, Charles Macartney, Stephanie Warne, Sit Blut Hel, James Yaughan, Matthias Toh, lzzy 5t John,

erry, Mrs Jecqueline Harris, Mr Scolt Hirkby, Willlam Roblnsen, Tobl Ray, Geordle Surgeon, Arianne Lahza, Kayls Steiner, Hellbs Bourke, Courtney Peake
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