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COLLEGE PRINCIPAL REPORT  

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2022 
   
        TERM 1, 2022 
         Wednesday 2 March 
 Intermediate Interschool Sport 
        Friday 4 March 
 Curriculum Day - No Classes 
        Monday 7 March 
 Divisional Swimming 
 Year 8C and E Geography Excursion 
        Tuesday 8 March 
 Year 8A and B Geography Excursion 
        Wednesday 9 March 
 Year 8F,G and H Geography Excursion 
 VET Canoe Trip 
        Thursday 10 March 
 Year 8D and I Geography Excursion 
             VET Canoe Trip 

 
 

In this issue you will read about: 
 

• College Principal Report   p1-2 
• Senior School Principal News p3 

• Sports Prefect News   p3 

• Breakfast Club News   p4 
• Student Wellbeing News  p4 
• Sports News    p5 
• Production News   p5 

• Science News    p6-7 
• Music News    p8-9 
• Important General Office News p10 
• College Council Information  p11-13 
 

PURPOSE STATEMENT 

Norwood Secondary College provides a vibrant teaching and learning environment  

College Phone No. 9871 0400 Student Absence Line: 9871 0401 
TERM 1                                                                                                                                                                                           Principal: Mr Andrew Sloane 
NUMBER 2                                                                                                                               Assistant Principals: Mr Kris Johnson and Mrs Jackie Harris          
25 February, 2022                                                                                                                                         College Council President: Ms Tammie Palmer 

College Captains: Caitlin Weatherburn and Evan Barjak 
School Email Address: norwood.sc@education.vic.gov.au                                                                School Web Address: www.norwood.vic.edu.au   

YEAR 7 CAMP  
With no small degree of celebration, we have been 
able to run our Year 7 Camp, this week. The Camp, as 
most would know, is such an important and integral 
part of our Transition program for our incoming Year 7 
students and to be able to run it with relatively minor 
restrictions for COVID has helped all to feel we are 
returning to (almost) normal. 
 
Thank you to all our Year 7 parents for your support of the Camp. The 
level of attendance helped make it a great success and achieve all of the 
goals we have for the event. A very big thank you to the staff who 
assisted in the planning and running of the camp and a particular ‘shout-
out’ to Nicole Pratt and Cam Cox (our Year 7 Coordinator and Head of 
Year 7, respectively). A significant amount of time and energy is required 
to ensure planning and running of the Camp fits our goals and DET’s 
COVID guidelines and I’m thrilled it all went so well. 
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COLLEGE COUNCIL  
Notice of upcoming vacancies on College Council 
and the process for expressing interest in 
membership is contained within this Newsletter. 
College Council is an important body in the 
effective running of a school. Norwood 
Secondary College Council has staff, parent, 
community and student representatives. It 
provides input and support and is vital in 
ensuring the College’s decision-making is 
balanced with a variety of opinion and 
experiences. There are vacancies available for 
parents to be involved in College Council and I 
encourage interested parents to consider putting 
themselves forward - see pages 11-13. 

 

 
 

OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE ON THE ICAS INTERNATIONAL 
SCIENCE COMPETITION 
Heidi in Year 8 was awarded a certificate that recognised her outstanding 
level of participation in the ICAS International Science Competition. With 
the top result in the College, Heidi has shown a considerable level of 
competence in the many areas of Science and we look forward to her 
continuing progress in this important subject. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COVID UPDATE 
DET have informed us that a new ‘Operations Guide’ is coming out very 
soon. It will detail any changes to our practices that have been approved 
by government and DET. Most will know that face masks will no longer 
need to be worn in secondary schools and there will be various other 
‘tweaks’ that our state health advisors have recommended be 
incorporated into our schools. We will inform families as soon as possible 
about any changes and look forward to continuing reductions in the level 
of restrictions. 
 

TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT AROUND THE COLLEGE 
We remind parents that, when dropping off and picking up students, 
drivers must obey the signed parking restrictions. There are areas on 
Byron Street where cars cannot be parked and other areas where there 
are time restrictions. Further, it is illegal to park across the driveways of 
local residences. We ask all parents to ensure they drive and park safely 
and obey the signs – most importantly, the posted speed limit during 
school hours.  It is important to note that Maroondah Council By-Laws 
Officers do visit the roads around the school and enforce the parking 
restrictions. 
 
We have recently been given cause to remind parents of a College rule 
regarding cars in our grounds. Parents please note that there must be no 
dropping off of students in the College grounds. No family cars are 
allowed in our grounds at the start or end of the school day to ensure our 
student pedestrians, who quite rightly walk on the internal roadways, are 
safe inside the grounds. We trust our community will observe this 
important safety rule. This includes the lane off Mullum Mullum Road as 
well as the road in front of the College library.  
 
Please note that when our building construction process commences 
next month, there will be no access to the lane off Mullum Mullum Road 
as it will be the access point for construction vehicles, only. 
 
Andrew Sloane, College Principal 
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What a start to the year it has 
been for Sport at Norwood 
Secondary College. We 
started with our annual 
Swimming Carnival in Week 2, 
and what a day it was. The 
sun was shining, and it 
encouraged everyone to get 
into the pool. 
 
Mullum was impressive on the day, winning the 
Spirit Award for their team. However, it was 
Maroondah who dominated in the pool finishing 
first, with Yarra just behind, followed by Mullum, 
and finishing with Kalinda in fourth place. A 
brilliant effort all round for the school. It was 
great to see a fun and exciting day with 
numerous Year 12s embracing the event and 
dressing up. Some of the costumes featured 
pirates, zookeepers, cops and robbers, and 
tradies. 
 
Senior Sport came next and the Boys’ Baseball 
team travelled to Knox to play Ringwood SC, 
where we were the dominate team on the day. 
Mason L led from the front, scoring multiple 
times.  Norwood cruised home on the back of 
Aramis R closing out the game in the final 
innings with ball in hand, leaving the scores at 20
–5.  
 
The Girls’ Cricket team made their way down to 
Silcock Reserve where they defeated Ringwood 
SC.  Haylee L was the star with the bat, scoring 
64 to set up victory from that point forward. 
Both the Boys’ and Girls’ Volleyball teams played 
well against Mooroolbark College, Melba SC and 
Ringwood SC. Whilst they were not winners on 
the scoreboard, their teamwork was inspiring.  
 
Congratulations to all competitors. 
 
Max Parker, Sport Prefect 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CURRICULUM DAY: 
FRIDAY, 4 MARCH - PUPIL FREE 
The first Curriculum Day for 2022 will take place on 
Friday, 4 March.  This is an important collaborative 
planning day for staff. The focus will be on the analysis 
of the most recent student learning data in order to 
differentiate curriculum and assessment, both within 
year levels and across all key learning areas.  As such, 
this will be a pupil free day. 
 

LIONS YOUTH OF THE YEAR COMPETITION 
We are very grateful to the Croydon-Mooroolbark Lions Club for providing 
four of our students the opportunity to participate is this much valued 
competition. This year our students have been working hard to prepare 
for this competition since December last year. This Sunday they will be 
competing at a regional level. If one of our students is fortunate enough to 
win at this level, they will proceed to the Zone final.  
 
This competition involves students writing a detailed application. This is 
followed by a 45 minute interview before a panel of judges. Additionally, 
there is a public speaking component where students have to speak for 2 
minutes each on 2 impromptu topics and follow this up with the delivery 
of a 5 minute prepared speech. The regional competition takes place this 
Sunday and so I would like to wish our students all the very best and 
congratulate them on the time and effort they have already invested in 
this competition. Our students are Caitlin Weatherburn, Evan Barjak, Zoe 
Servinis and Grace Jenkin. I look forward to sharing the outcome with you 
in the next newsletter. 
 

Jackie Harris, Senior School Principal 
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PEER SUPPORT 
On Tuesday and Thursday this week, the Year 11 Peer 
Support leaders went to Camp ADANAC to visit the Year 7 
students on camp. The students had a great day canoeing, 
raft and hut building, climbing the low ropes course, 
cooking damper and helping the Year 7 students prepare 
for the flying fox. The Year 11 students were fantastic role 
models, and demonstrated patience and kindness towards 
the Year 7s. 
 
“It was really fun connecting with the Year 7 students and 
getting to know them better. The best activity was the 
water tramp and water slide!” Isla and Alena. 
 
“The Year 7 students were so excited to see us, and we had 
a really good day. The hut building was really good for us 
to build connections with them individually, and to show 
some teamwork.” Ming Ming and Chelsea. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MANAGING BIG, CHALLENGING EMOTIONS 
Some of the students in our school community may be dealing with 
challenging emotions when returning to face-to-face learning - excitement 
about seeing friends, classmates, and teachers, worry around handling 
social situations, or concern about the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. Here 
are some tips that may help to handle those “big” emotions: 

 

• Help your child to get enough sleep, exercise, and healthy food – a 
solid routine is always a good starting point.  

• Show a sense of hope and demonstrate resilience. Students often 
take the lead from behaviours and comments modelled by their 
parents, and it is important to show that while students may face 
some hurdles, the concerns will not persist forever.  For example, if 
your child is worried about reconnecting with friends, you could say 
something like “it could be a bit awkward at first, but you will settle 
back in.” 

• Validate their feelings. Try not dismiss their concerns (“there is not 
anything to worry about” or “that’s silly” can be difficult for some 
students). Instead, reflecting and validating is more helpful – 
statements like “it’s okay if you are feeling nervous about starting 
back again” are excellent.  

• Check-in regularly. This can just be a simple conversation on the 
way to or from school – using statements like “how was Science 
today?” is a good, low-pressure starting point.   

• Offer emotion regulation strategies such as deep breathing and 
mindfulness meditation. The Smiling Mind is a free mindfulness 
meditation app/website with a range of meditations for different 
age ranges.  

 
Jacki Landy, Miranda Maginness, Chayna Dight-Stone and Annie Hearne, 
The Student Wellbeing Team 

BREAKFAST CLUB 
We will be running Breakfast Club starting Week 
6, every Friday throughout Term 1 and 2.   Thank 
you for all the donations we have received from 
Foodbank. Come down to the Wellbeing Deck at 
8am for a chat with some of the members of the 
Wellbeing team and enjoy some food! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

STUDENT WELLBEING NEWS 
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SCORE BOARD 
Norwood SC 0/245 off 20 

Ringwood SC all out 38 off 12.4 
SENIOR GIRLS’ CRICKET 
Congratulations to all the girls for representing the 
College so well on Thursday, 17 February 2022. 
 
Batting first, we accumulated 245 runs in our 20 overs for 
the loss of no wickets. Openers Helena A (48*) and Lily O 
(32*) made an impressive start, retiring after 10 overs at 
the drink break. Captain Haylee L (62*) (2 sixes) and Maddie C (39*) (4 
fours in 4 balls), then successfully formed a partnership of 101 before they 
handed over to Ella R and Paris G to face the final two overs. Both girls 
contributed to the total, with Ella’s rapid 27*(6 fours in 7 balls) 
undoubtedly a highlight! 
 
Our talented opening bowling pair of Lily (3/5 off 3) and Ella (2/2 off 2) 
quickly captured wickets. Allanah S (1/4), Helena (0/4), Haylee (0/1) and 
Abi R (0/7) then continued the bowling effectively. A run out by keeper 
Natalie V from Maddie at square leg, a catch at short cover by Helena and 
some tight fielding from all players, including debutante Amber Mc, added 
to a fine team performance. When Elise P (1/11) had Ringwood’s top 
scorer dismissed with a sharp catch at second slip by Ella, the Division 
Grand Final had concluded.  The most competitive Eastern Region 
competition will be played on Thursday, 10 March. 
 
Mick Wilson, Cricket Coach  

 

PRODUCTION NEWS 
Rehearsals are well underway for the 2022 Norwood 
Production of Shrek The Musical!  
  
This year’s exciting and hilarious show features a cast of 
calamity including fabulous fairy tale creatures and 
pompous and preposterous people and promises to 
sweep you off to ‘far, far away’ places including the 
dragon’s keep, Shrek’s swamp and the aspirational Lordship of Duloc.  
  
Our wonderfully talented cast of hideous princesses, ghastly ogres, 
neurotic talking animals, tap-dancing rats and lords of great stature are 
busily learning their choreography, blocking, music and harmonies in 
readiness for the opening night at Karralyka Theatre Centre on Thursday, 
18 August 2022. Tickets will go on sale in Term 3 for this spectacular show 
– stay tuned so you do not miss out!  

  
REMINDER - YEAR 7 AUDITIONS FOR SHREK THE MUSICAL  
Year 7 auditions for Shrek the Musical will be held from 3.15pm - 4.15pm 
on Thursday, 3 March - that's next week! 
 
How to sign up:  Book your timeslot on the Music Noticeboard 
   (D Block)  
Cast Auditions:  Sing a song of your choice for 30 seconds: 
   ‘Happy Birthday’ or ‘Believer’ from the film/musical 
   are great choices if you can not decide! 
Featured Dancer Applications: 
   Learn a short dance routine - for more information 
   speak to Miss Taylor-Lynch in the Year 7 Office  

 
Lucy Filor, Production Producer 

PRODUCTION NEWS 

SPORT NEWS 
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Students in Year 7 have finally been able to work 
together in groups after many months of lockdowns to 
commence their first group activities in the new STEM 
centre recently constructed as part of the Norwood 
College redevelopment plan. 
 
Students pictured are enjoying doing group cooperative 
team building tasks with hands on activities in order to 
build effective teams of cooperation and trust. 
 
Year 7 students revelled in the activity and mentioned that although 
challenging, it was also fun, worthwhile and satisfying.  The activities will 
be used to build effective teams for the next part of their STEM challenge, 
applying engineering principles to STEM to build and design a flood shelter 
for an Australian family in a temporary flooded area. 
 
Year 7 students performed their first science experiment in a Senior 
Science classroom last week.  Students were given the task to correctly 
light a Bunsen Burner, switch from the safety to the working hot flame 
and to safely, efficiently and with the correct scientific method, measure 
out a prescribed aliquot of a liquid. They transferred the liquid to a test 
tube and heated it to boiling point.  Afterwards they practiced performing 
a simple chemical reaction and recording as accurately as possible, as 
many observations as they could, in a scientific table. 
 
Students enjoyed the responsibility of working with a flame and more 
importantly, working in a group setting with their peers.  As their teacher I 
was so proud of the way they handled themselves, full of confidence and 
eagerness to do well and to learn. 
 
Alex Papanotas, Science Teacher 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

SCIENCE NEWS 
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YEAR 10 BIOCHEMICAL SCIENCE ELECTIVE 
Year 10 students are learning about the four main 
biomolecules: carbohydrates, lipids, proteins and 
nucleic acids. Whilst studying these molecules, they 
have made models of DNA and extracted DNA from 
strawberries. The class have also been learning about 
ways in which living organisms respond to changes in 
the environment. To investigate this, they have grown 
and transplanted snow peas and observed the germinating seedlings 
responses to water, gravity and sunlight. 
 
In scientific terminology, they are learning about hydrotropism, 
geotropism and phototropism. There were some fun hands on activities 
covered in class over the last 3 weeks and we look forward to doing some 
chemistry experiments soon. 
Fingers crossed our snow peas 
plants survive. 
 
Shalini Singh, Head of Science 
 
 

SCIENCE NEWS 
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MUSIC DATES FOR 2022 

TERM 2 
WEEK 7: JAZZ NIGHT 
  SATURDAY, 28 MAY 
  7PM-9PM 
  PERFORMING ARTS - NSC 
TERM 3 
WEEK 2: MUSIC CAMP 
  MONDAY, 18 JULY TO  
  WEDNESDAY, 20 JULY 
  TBC 
  OASIS CAMP 
WEEK 10: MUSIC SHOWCASE 2022 
  WEDNESDAY, 14 SEPTEMEBER 
  7PM-9PM 
  PERFORMING ARTS - NSC 
TERM 4 
WEEK 2: SPRING SHOW 
  TUESDAY 11 OCTOBER 
  7.15PM-8.15PM 
  PERFORMING ARTS - NSC 
WEEK 8: YEAR 7 MUSIC EXPO 2023 
  MONDAY 21 NOVEMEBER 
  7PM-8.30PM 
  MUSIC BLOCK 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

HOW WONDERFUL TO FINALLY HAVE OUR 
ENSEMBLES PLAYING AGAIN!  

A reminder that your place in the Music program is 
dependent on participating regularly in an ensemble. 
We are an Ensemble program and playing together is 
the best part! Note: Junior Band and Guitar ensemble 
will start later in the term.  
 

YEAR 7 ENROLMENTS 
We are very excited to have so many Year 7 students taking the 
opportunity to learn an instrument this year. It is not too late to enrol, as 
most lessons begin in earnest after the Year 7 camp.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO LEARN 
THE DOUBLE BASS OR THE 

FLUTE? 
GET IN TOUCH WITH THE 

MUSIC COORDINATOR FOR A 
TRY OUT  

DURING WEEK 5, ON ANY OF 
OUR INSTRUMENTS. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MUSIC NEWS 
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INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC:   
HOW PARENT/GUARDIANS CAN HELP 
With any new skilled activity, students are at a 
greater advantage if they form good habits.  
Regular and productive playing/practise at home 
is necessary.  It is recommended for beginner 
students to practise for 15 minutes, five times a 
week.  Ways to encourage this are:  
 
• Be interested in their progress and 

encourage/praise improvements 
• Encourage them to perform regularly for 

family and friends 
• Have a regular time and place for them to 

play 

• Ensure that the practise space is secure 
for them to leave their instrument out, so 
they can pick it up swiftly if there are a 
few minutes (whilst waiting for dinner, 
etc.) to fit in extra practise 

• Ensure the instrument is coming home 
from school for practise 

• Ask your child about their music lessons 

• Students will initially make some creative 
sounds!  Be encouraging and urge them 
on, they will get better 

• Purchase a Music stand to have at home.  
It makes playing much easier and 
develops good posture. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEET THE 2022 MUSIC CAPTAINS - EMILY B and AIDEN W 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MEET THE 2022 VICE CAPTAINS - JOSEPH L and INDI H 

The Music Captaincy Team has already met twice this year – discussing 
ideas to for 2022. 

 
TERM 1 ACTIVITY “MELODY IN A MINUTE!”  
The Captains are running free sessions to teach pop tunes on the 
keyboards at lunchtime on these dates: 

•  Monday, 7, 14, 21 March at 1.30pm 
•  Numbers are limited so get there early. 
 

INSURANCE OF COLLEGE INSTRUMENTS  
All instruments belonging to the College are covered by insurance only 
while they are on the College premises.  When a student hires an 
instrument, parents are required to accept responsibility for loss or 
damage to the instrument. It is recommended to seek cover for 
instruments while travelling to and from school and at home. 
 
Jo Dema, Instrumental  Music Coordinator 
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SHOP HOURS: 
MONDAYS   8.30AM - 11.30AM 
THURSDAYS  1.30PM - 4.30PM 
 
 

DOBSONS ONLINE (CLICK AND COLLECT): 
Please visit: www.dobsons.com.au 
Navigate to SHOP in toolbar 
Click - Norwood Secondary College Logo 
 

DELIVER TO HOME OR OFFICE: 
Metro Melbourne:   Within 24 - 72 hours  
   $10 Flat Rate 
 
Jenny McKenzie,  
Dobsons Uniform Shop Coordinator 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Term 1, 2022 
31 January - Years 7, 10-12 

1 February - Years 8-9 
to 

Friday, 8  April  
 

Term 2, 2022 
Anzac Day Monday, 25 April - Public Holiday 

Tuesday 26 April to 24 June  
 

Term 3, 2022 
11 July to 16 September  

 
Term 4, 2022 

3 October to 20 December 2022 
 
 
 
 
 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION – COMPASS EVENTS 

The process of using ‘Camps, Sports, and Excursion 
Funds’ (CSEF), and credits held on your family accounts, 
has recently changed.  The option previously available 
in Compass to “use CSEF for an event” will be removed 
due to this new process. 
 
Due to the numerous cancelled camps/events in 2020 
and 2021, we hold an amount of funds in credit for 
certain families that can be used towards camps/events in 2022. 
  
The new process is as follows:- 
The NSC General Office will now automatically allocate credits and CSEF 
towards events where applicable.  Please contact the General Office to 
notify us if you do not want this automatic allocation towards camps/
events to occur for your child/children. 
 
 For example: 
• An event cost is $25 and you have a credit or CSEF of $15, the 

amount owing for the event will be reduced for your child to $10, 
therefore using the credit available to offset the cost of the event 

• An event cost is $25 and you have credit or CSEF greater than $25, 
the full amount will be offset against the event and future credits 
or CSEF will be used in the same way. 

  
Please note that consent MUST still be given on Compass for your child to 
participate in any event. 
     
If you have any questions about this new process, or have a credit and 
would prefer a refund directly into your bank account, please contact Ms 
Megha Malhotra, Assistant Business Manager, on 9871 0400.  

 
Jane Arnold, Business Manager 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

GENERAL OFFICE NEWS UNIFORM SHOP 

TERM DATES 2022 

http://www.dobsons.com.au
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COMMUNITY AND BUSINESS ADVERTISEMENTS 

The Department of Education does not endorse the products or services of any private advertiser.  No responsibility is accepted by the 

Department of Education for accuracy or information contained in advertisements or claims made by them.  
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